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PREFACE. 



All that regards the plan of this work, 
and the course pursued in tracing the 
rivers of Great Britain^ being included in 
the introductory chapter, little is required 
to be said by way of preface, except what 
includes fuch apologies as the author 
may think necessary for his stile. 

The notes from which these descrip- 
tions were extracted are few, and such as 
were taken in the successive travels of 
various years, the author having rather 
depended on his memory and observation, 
than on any written documents of his 
own, except in some particular points. 
A manifest variation in the mode of 
expression naturally arises from this qir- 
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cumstance, and it is ;Sometimcs intro^ 
duced purposely as the subjects them- 
selves change, to prevent the tedious uni- 
formity which would result from all the 
objects being treated with the same mo- 
notonous similarity of description. The 
number and the person are also altered in 
the same manner, and for the same 
reason, as in the author's former works ; 
but the deviations from tlie present tense 
are from the nature of this pursuit less 
frequent. It seems also requisite to de- 
precate the censure that may critically 
be thought due, for such repetition of 
epithets and other words, with various 
other inaccuracies, which, on ample re- 
vision, may have yet escaped the notice 
of one, whom even experience has failed 
to render adroit in correcting for t;hc press. 
In the extensive line pursued by this 
work, and in the comprehensive treat- 
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merit of the whole, the author would 
place its only claim to merit, for few have 
had the leisure or patience' to intersect 
almost the whole of our island> so fre- 
quently. Perhaps, nothing but the de- 
gree of. health he at times recovered, 
and of pleasures he always found from 
these scrutinies, (which vsrould tire out 
the perseverance of many,) could have 
kept up a sujSicient degree of anima-^ 
tion and interest, especially when the 
subject happened to be trite and dry, of 
the weather adverse. Neither can he, 
after all his pains, flatter his. vanity with 
the idea of having executed any thing 
like a perfect picturesque survey ; being 
aware that various points may have mis- 
led him, especially in the disputed ori- 
gins, as well as the sudden turns and oc- 
casional bearings of rivers ; but these can 
hardly be of much consequence, as he 
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has laboured to be correct in the general 
line of their cpurse, and the delineation 
of their particular features. The descrip- 
tive parts must always in a great degree 
depend on the medium through which 
their "subjects were seen, on which 
weather, and accidental bursts of light 
and shade, as well as time of day, hav^ 
a strong influence occasionally. 

Want of good local information has 
in some distant points cfeated a per- 
plexity; and in the nofthera extremity of 
our island, which is Very difficult of ac- 
ccsis throughout, the best oral and tradi- 
tional information that could be obtained, 
has been resorted to, together with such 
maps and local publications as the author 
has recommended in his former travels, 
or met with since, as relating to tha 
present object of his pursuit. 
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The author is under great obligation to 
a lady for the drawing of the vignette, 
which is a^ed as a frontispiece to this 
work ; its intention is to shew the River 
God of the ThameSy supported by Vaga, 
(Goddess of the Wye) in the Welch 
dress, and Tava (Goddess of the Tay) in 
the Scottish dress, presenting a chart of 
Great Britain, intersected by its rivers> 
to Neptune, with the attendant scenery 
of cliffs, and a fleet in the back ground. 
The remaining engravings are maps, each 
of which is designed to accompany its 
appropriate chapter, after the manner of 
those which Dr. Aikin affixed to each of 

the counties ofEpgland in his excellent 
work. They are necessarily irregular in 

dieir figures, fropa the various and une- 
qual ground covered by the riyers des- 
cribed in each chapter; neither are they 
meant to be such perfect delineations as 

as 
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a survey would require, but merely in- 
tended to supply the place of an index 
by attracting the eye directly td the po- 
sition of the streams described, for a 
more perfect display of which, a reference 
may easily be made to more finished maps. 
The first map should face the second 
chapter, and each afterwards attend its 
approximate chapter. 

It should be previously mentioned, re- 
lative to the course pursued in this work, 
that it begins in Essex, from the mouth 
of the Thames^ ascending northward to 
the extremity of Scotland, and descend- 
ing by the western coast of North Britain. 
It follows afterwards the western coasts 
of England and Wales, to the Land's End 
in Cornwall, compassing afterwards the 
southern and the eastern coasts to the' 
junction of the Medway and the Thames^ 
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em peninsula — Entire compass of the 
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Author, or In recapitulating thofe clr^^ 
cumstamces which arc Incidental to all 
rivers — Apology for dwelling on some 
particular spots, and introducing the 
names of some respectable and highly 
$steemed characters who have Inhabited 
them. 

Perhaps there is no flattery so impos- 
ing on the human mind, or so seductive, 
as that which an author (however trivial 
his pretensions may be) receives from his 
friends, for it seldom fails to animate 
him to fresh attempts, and lead hini to 
explore a new and wider field of action. 
Gratified by such partiality expressed to- 
wards my former publications by persons 
for whose character and judgment I have 
the highest esteem, I am once more in- 
duced to venture my fragile bark on the 
sea of literature, and explore a chan- 
nel never yet fully and comprehensively 
tried. 

It has often occurred to me in the 
course of my extensive travelling, that 
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the banks of rivers and the heights which 
command them almost exclusively mo- 
nopolize the beauty, and compose thd 
characteristic features, of every coimtry j 
the nature of the stream and its Sfur-< 
rounding objects deciding the qualiti^ 
of romantic scenery, rich plains and pes-^ 
tures, abundant manufactures, and con* 
sequent population* Great cities also artf 
seldom elsewhere placed ; the fine seatfc 
of our nobility flourish most on these 
stations ; the castle, whose proud ruins 
we contemplate, generally commanded 
these passes, and the ivied abbey alwajr^ 
depended on its contiguous stream^ 
The spire of the rustic village no wher^ 
looks so pleasing, not have woods tvtr so 
strong an effect, as on the banks of rivers ; 
the progress also of navigation, an4 tht 
increase of a large stream to an a^tuary^ 
present great variety of scenery, and the 
ports which generally grace its exit to 
the sea, with their attendant shippitag, 
form interesting objects. 

Reflecting on these circumstances^ a 
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thought often suggested itself to me, thrt 
a comprehensive and systematic descrip- 
tion of all the rivers in our island might 
prove a useful and'' entertaining work, 
giving a concise but exact account of 
their courses, their generally- attendant 
circumstances, their peculiar characters, 
as distinguished from each' other,, and 
the scenery which decorates their banks. 
This has been: partially done by sevei'al 
ingenious writers, and in their highly- 
finished publications particular streams 
have been thoroughly investigated with 
jnore success than I could hope to attain 
without the correspondent aid of the 
pencil ; among these Mr. Gilpin s wort 
on the Wye, and Mr. Ireland's on the 
Thames, justly claim the pre-eminence. 
There have also been numerous and well 
executed surveys of the kingdom, both 
ancient and modem, some of which are 
voluminous, and others concise ; of the 
latter order, is a work entitled ^f England 
Delineated^'* by.Dr. Aikin, with appro- 
priate maps of the several counties, in- 
7 
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tended for the use of young persons, 
which fell in my way just after I had 
finished this,bo6k> and gave me much 
pleasure. All these, among their .vari- 
ous objects, mention the rivers of. each 
county with some of their particular in- 
cidents, but the accounts they give are 
naturally short, nor has any plan con- 
fined itself to the rivers of Great Britain 
as a single work till the present attempt, 
which is brought forward with great 
diffidence. 

In pursuing the chain I had thus pre- 
scribed for my outline, I set out north- 
ward from the mouth of the Thames, 
leaving that riyer with its component 
streams to be the last described ; the ri- 
vers of Essex, therefore, which fall into 
the German sea, are first noticed, and 
those of Suffolk and Norfolk naturally 
follow; from whence those of Lincoln- 
shire, Yorkshire, Durham, and Northum- 
berland, complete the eastern coast of 
England, which is far less remarkable 
throughout for the characteristic beauty 
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of its streams, than the western. Th^ 
caatem coast of Scotland succeeds, wh^c 
ike Tweed, the Forth, the Toy, the Dee, the 
Spi)^, and the Ness,, make distinguished 
jfigures, ^r in Scotland the rirers of the 
cast are commonly superior to those of 
the west, contrary to the line existing in 

England. The northern peninsula of 

Scotland has but few material streams, 
and those are mi the eastern coast, for 
there is not one of consequence enough 
to be described from the point opposite 
tii€ Qrcades to the mouth of the Spean^s 
which separates Inrernessshirc from Ar*- 
gylcshirc. Indeed, the interior parts cS 
ihat rugged tract of country are very lit- 
de knfov^^n, and much must be gathered 
from tradition, or the description of 
those, whom property or business makes 
coaYcrsant with these recesses; which, 
if not impervious absolutely to travellers, 
are tob^ difficult of access, and too desti-* 
tut&Qf acKxtmmodation, to be frequently 

vbited^ or minutely explored. The 

f:oaBt hore exhibits ^ best known or 

I 
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most curious points of observation^ and I 
hare thought prpper^ both here and else* 
where, occasionally, to give such agene^ 
ral description of it as I could coHeet 
from the sources of information I had 
the power of applying to, considering it 
as forming the chain of communication 
with the succeeding streams, which it n - 
the avowed object of this work to ex- 
plore.-— —Except the CIy4^f the rivers on 
the western side of Scotland arc not vierf 
striking, but after reaching the confines 
of England at the Solway Fsrtb, the 
Lune, the Ribbk, and the Mersey, deserve 
much attention, as well as the many 
fine streams in North and South Wales, 
The Severn is the last of the Welch ri- 
vers, and in its passage to the sea it re« 
ceives rnany tributary streams from the 
rtiidland and western parts of E^i^and, 
which «e described with it.-— — The 
western coast of Somersetshire, Devon* 
shire, and Cornwall, succeeds,, but till the 
point of the Land's End is compassed, no 
rtreams of great note, except the Camel, 
B4 
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intervene. The southern coast of Corn- 
wall has many considerable inlets, and 
the Tamar, which divides that county 
from Devonshire, is a noble river.- The 
southern coast of Devon exhibits a con- 
siderable line of beauty in the two fine 
bays of Plymouth Sound and Torbay, as 
well as those at the mouths oi the Tetgn^ 
the Ex, and the Syd, the banks of which 
rivers, shew a great display of the beauty 
and riches with which that fine county 
abounds. Dorsetshire presents a *bold 
and interesting coast which is intersected 
with but few rivers, and Hampshire 
stretches out to the boundary of Sussex, 
where the southern coast of England 
may properly be said to conclude. The 
Avon from Wiltshire, and the Itchin 
(which afterwards forms the Southampton 
Water in conjunction with the Test J, are 
its principal rivers, and the great bay and 
harbour of Portsmouth, in front of the 
Isle qf Wight, exhibits its most striking 
inlet. Turning round the point of Sus- 
^3C;^nd proceeding.northw^rd; the lower 
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part of the eastern coast of England only 
remains to be described, till its junction 
with the mouth of the Thames, where 
this account began; this space includes 
the counties of Sussex and Kent, neither 
of which aboimds in rivers of note, till 
we come to the Medway. 

Having thus compassed our island, the 
Thames and its auxiliary streams present 
^hc last objects of description, and I have 
here been more minute and diffuse than 
with the former rivers, though I am well 
aware it has repeatedly been treated of 
by abler pens than mine, and with those 
advantages of appropriate drawings which 
I could not give it. I was impelled to 
do so, notwithstanding, partly because no 
part of its course was included in cither 
of my former works, partly because I had 
during much of my life been particularly 
conversant with and interested in its 
vicinage, and principally because it seem- 
ed requisite, in a work which undertakes 
to describe all the rivers of Great Britain, 
that this prime channel of the commerce 
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and consequence that enrich its capital, 
pervading also the central parts of the 
]ungdom, and adorned with such fine 
scenes of nature, and such exqubite dis- 
plays of art, should be more studiously 
attended to. 

In describing in their turns the various 
fine rivers of Scotland and of Wales, I 
had considerable difficulty to encounter 
in the circumstance of their having prc- 
;sented the principal ol^ects of attention 
in;nxy former books on those countries, 
which abound so much in romantic sce- 
nery. I have particularly studied, how- 
ever, to avoid unnecessary repetition, 
cither by making the account of scenes 
and rivers before described more cursory, 
or by varying the points of view which it 
includes, or taking them in a different 
series. I have generally, but not always, 
described the course and bearings of a 
river separately from its peculiar cbarac*^ 
ttt and incidental circumstances, and 
fe^ve endeavoured to vary the mode pur- 
ifued as n%uch as could be consistent with 
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conciseness, which should ever be at» 
tended to in so dry, yet so necessary^ 9 
part of the undertaking. 

I have sometimes treated the compo- 
nent branches of great rivers as separate 
streams, and at others as connected with 
the main subject, wishing to throw a$ 
much variety as could be introduced, 
without confusion, on a part of the work, 
in which there must be a certain degree 
of sameness. The characters of the rivery 
themselves, and the fcenery attendant on 
their banks, form of course the pleas^t* 
est part, both to the reader and the wri» 
ter ; nor is there any difficulty in exclude 
ing sameness, where all the profusion of 
nature, ^and the accident^ circumstances 
of canals, manufactures, population, aod 
ornamental works, induce a perpetual 
wiety. 

In some few places, and particularly i« 
the chapter which concerns the Thamcj 
(as being more diffuse than the rest) I 
have taken the liberty of commen%ora,t«* 
ing a few spots endeared by local circum** 
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Stances, and the remembrance of some 
worthy characters which adorned them, 
and created their peculiar interest to me. ^ 
Impelled by grateful memory of the 
pleasures derived from a long course of 
attentive kindness, I could not but in- 
dulge this sensation here, as I have occa- 
sionally done before, but I have been 
cautious in avoiding a repetition of what 
my former works contained of this kind, 
even when the same ground presented 
itself. 

" I have also attempted to be brief, 
though explicit; nor may these little 
episodes be deemed altogether inappro- 
priate, and it is probable they may intro- 
duce at times a welcome interval of va- 
riety ; the impressions from which they 
arise remain indelible on my mind, and 
the spots they regard seem consecrated 
by the many hours of happiness they be- 
stowed on me during those years in 
which the powers of observation and re- 
flection are best seconded by those of 
fancy, imagination, and animation. 
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This circumstance must also apologize, 
if it is necessary, to several friends, to- 
wards whom I entertain the highest 
esteem and regard, for the introduction 
of their names, and the places of their 
abode, in a work which many readers 
may, perhaps justly, deem unworthy of 
that distinction. 

Having thus gone over all the groimd 
which may serve to elucidate the general 
plan, as vsrell as some of the principal 
points contained in the subsequent sheets, 
1 have only to commit their fate to my 
friends and the public, with a liope of 
experiencing the same partial indulgence 
I have before been favoured with, and 
accordingly proceed to describe the rivers 
of Great Britain, ascending northward 
from the Thames on the eastern coast of 
England. 
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CHAP. 11. 

Bioers of Essex northward of the Thames 
— ^The Blackwater and Chelmcr — ^Thc 
Colne — ^The Stour— it/wrx (f Suf- 
folk and Noffolk— the Orwell— The 
Deben and the Aide — ^Thc Waveny 
and Yarc^-General account of the coast 
of Essex, Suffolk f Norfoik, and Lincoln- 
shire to the Humberts Mouth — ^The 
Great and Little Onse — Rivers of 
Cambridgeshire, Huntingdonshire^ and 
Lincolnshire — ^Thc Cam and Grantai 
—The Nen or Nine— The Welland 
— ^The Witham — Great Bay of Lyrtn 
Deeps and the Washes. 

The Blackwater and Chelmer 
are the first rivers of any note on the 
Essex coast above the Thames, those of 
the Crouch, and the Bromhill, in the fens 
of Essex below Rochford, being inconsi- 
derable streams, except at their mouths. 
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OF GREAT BRITAIN. 1^ 

The upper branchy which bears the name 
of the Blachuoater throughout, rises near 
Saffron Walden, on the borders of Cam- 
bridgeshire, and flows towards the south 
east, making a confiderable turn at Brain- 
tree to the east, and then to the south- 
west, after which it runs neariy south- 
ward to Maiden, where the Cheltner joins 
it, rising a little on the north of Thax- 
tead, and pursuing nearly a parallel course 
with the Blachvater to the south-east as 
far as Chelmsford ; from whence it makes 
a compass towards the east to join its 
lister streani. 

Each of these rivers finds its way 
through a rich and well inhabited coun* 
try, but they have n6 great points of sce- 
nery to distinguish them, except th^ 
handsome ccmnty town of Chelmsford* 
The sestuary of the BJaciwater, which is 
formed below Maiden after the unioft of 
the two rivers, points rather to the ttorth-» 
east, and is very coniiderable. 

The CoLNE is a small river, pursuing 
a course generally to the south-east from 
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its rise on the borders of SniFolky and 
flowing to the southward at last from 
Colchester to the sea. It is remarkable 
for nothing but a pleasant valley between 
Castle Headingham, and that town. 
. The Stour of Essex rises not far from 
Haverhill, on the borders of Cambridge- 
shire, and passes with some windings in a 
southern or eastern direction to Sudbury, 
and from thence, after being joined by 
the Brett near Neyland, eastward to its 
mouth, dividing Essex from Suffolk, to 
Harwich, 

This is a more considerable river than 
any of the former, passing through a 
pleasant part of the two counties it tra- 
verses. At Manningtree it receives the 
itide^ and increasing greatly in breadth 
presents a beautiful object at high water 
to the fine seat and grounds of Mistly 
Thorn, the effect of which is considera- 
bly lessened by its muddy channel and 
contracted stream during the ebb. At 
Harwich it meets the Orwell from Ips- 
wich, and both rivers fall into the sea 
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beneath the batteries of Laridguard Fort, 
oil the, Suffolk shore. 

The Orwell finds its source in the 
centre of Suffolk, near Stow Market, 
pursuing i south-east direction to Ip^^ 
wich, and fl'om thence making a curve 
almost to the south to meet the Stour, ' 
^>posite to Harwich. 

The ban]|s of this river are in getieral 
picturesque, and more particularly fo, 
when it becomes an aestuary below the 
anient tovm of Ipswich. They arc then 
steep, beautifully fringed with wood, and 
adorned with several fine seats, among 
which Mr. Berner's delightful place o^ 
Wolverston is most conspicuous. The 
navigation of this channel from Ipsvndi 
Quay is delightful at high vrater, termi^ 
nating in the point whej^e Landguard 
Fort fronts the port of Harwich^ 

TheDEBEN, theALDE,and thcBLYTH, 
are three small rivers penetrating through 
Suffolk to the German sea: the Dehsn 
by Woodbridge, the Aide by Aldborough 
and Orford, and the Bfyth by South wold. 
C 
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Neither of them are aMdnded with 9Mf 
remarkable features^ - e&cept tlic long. 
winding »3t^3,ty o£ die JiUe t^ O^Drd. 

The Wavenf «nd the YarI; moet hi 
the mardies i^diich enviran Ya}ttMttth{ 
the fbmier &r a considsral^e disfi^Mtt 
divi^ng Sulflbik fiom Noifolk> as it ttowi 
towards the north-^a$t> ^iid l!» Mtttt 
^finding ca^twslrd through the heart of 
Norfolk, receiting the fFhts^ift and thi 
Tux^ near Norwich, and thceting th6 
Thyrn united with the Bure from the 
north, just at the termination tbf its feirge 

iBstuaty.' '' • 

* ' The course of the Wavetr^ is very pltiai 
«ant by Harlcstone, Bun^ayi abd Becde*, 
feut tl^ of the y^r^ (except in thejrt*^ 
nagft of -Norwich) is not acconnqpahi^ 
i^h muek dii9tinction and bcfaUty. The 
Whimm pfasics through the centre of that 
g#eit and pd^lous city, joining the If are 
a little below it. Thoft tivers, which 
aftca-w»ds me«t these from the north, 
traverse In general a flat district, tutd the 
Thyrn forms a lake in its passage from 
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Korth Walsham, that tract being in gc- 

heral low, and abounding in large pools. 

The o^st of Essex from the mouth bif 

the Thames, which may be fixed at thft 

:Afc»*e/ between Leigh inE^ex, and Shciin^ 

itess in Kent, rccedirtg, turns abruptljr i6 

face the €ast, indented by the bays fdrtn- 

dl by the Crouch, the Blaclwufit, ftnd 

Cb/w. It then inclines rather touth- 

I^Jft'd, but refunics its efeifetward diftcWciA 

t6 its unioti with Suifelk, whfew t9ic 

ttfetterfes iX lh6 Stoi^ ferid the Gh»^ 

forth tiSfelr guTph *6und thfe port ^ iM^ 

^vrkSi. THb ^hdc oi thi* ti^6t \l mti^ 

nlttrshf , kud Unhe^thy^, thotKgb A6t ifl-^ 

iotediitec^ and the land is ftrtSe. The 

c^«»t of Su^lk ri^s id a wavii^ Hod 

towards the norths a liftle iftcHned fd 

tibe cast, by the ports of Orfortl, Aldbo- 

rough, Dunwieh^ find LowcstdfFe, the fii^ 

part beitig marshy, but tbe^latter bold and 

hmKif(%tnev Lowestofie is a pi^iasant seft* 

bathing place, and Yarmo^ith the best 

on this cDast> being alio a fine toWn> at 

Well as a .^rt of consequence. The 
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ijoast of Norfolk from thcntc, ascendidg 
for some distance northward throxigh a 
flat, turns in a broad semicircle by the 
west to thiC south, to reach Lynn Begis, 
where the great bay is formed bctw^n 
that county and Lincolnshire, indenting 
the country fax tb the south-west. At 
th^ jBfxtrcmity of this recess tlie Lincoln* 
^htre coast projects in a point opposite to 
that of Hun$t8^toii or Su Eklmood's 
Poiht, in Norfolk, and ascending noirth* 
ward, inclines gradually to the west to 
the moirth of the Humher. This is a 
Jong tract, nriostly flat, and undisdnguish-* 
cd by any points of beauty; it is alfo ill- 
inhabited, having few towns or villages, 
but Skegness and Saltfleet arc occasionally 
frequented for bathing. 

Near the pleasant town of Cromer,' 
the shbre of Norfolk elevates itself into 
some fine heights, one of which is occu- 
pied by Mr. Wyndham's seat of Fell- 
bridge; some wooded hills also near 
Sherringham make an agreeable variety 
in the landscape, and the small town of 
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Holt occupies an eminence, near which 
is Mr. Jodreirs charming spot of Bay- 
field in front of the little ports of Clay 
and Blakcney, the tower of which last is 
a fea mark. This county abounds in fine 
seats, of which Mr. Coke's at Holkham, 
near Wells, is the most remarkable ; the 
house being a magnificent structure, and 
the place highly adorned ; but the sur- 
rounding country is bare or marshy, 
especially towards the shore and the port 
of Wells. Houghton, the splendid seat 
of the Orford family, lies at no great dis* 
tance, but has little now to boast of, ex- 
cept the structure, since the removal of 
its great collection of pictures* 

The OusE traverses a very considera- 
ble part of the midland counties of Eng- 
land, rising in two branches not far from 
Brackley and Towccster, on the borders 
of Northamptonshire and Oxfordshire, 
firom whence its course is eastward, a 
little incUned to the north, through Byick- 
inghamshire, joined at Newport Pagnel 
by a small stream from Ivinghoe in the 
0$ 
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^tk; tf> reafh ]^dfi>r4 it^ descends l^ 
Vis^y i^iudiiigsi towards the sputh, and 
^n^ jpincd by the Hyee ixqm W<A)uni, 
^d th^ Ivef- isom Bigj^wade^ pursues 
its o^i^rvsH direction to Huntingdon,, 
i^hciiQ a^ CQoibinatipn. of streams, from 
the nortlji-west contrijtmtefi^to its increase, 
!|*rom, thence^ the Q^se^ pa^^e^ pev ly east- 
virard l^rgu^h t^c cenkti;eoC thg fens^oi^ 
Cambridgeshire^ wherg it r^ceiyes. the 
^am near Ely^ from, tjljq sp.uth-,yKe6t> ^nd, 
^Ctsr^2ff4s the JUw^ O^f 6:0m Woolpit 
and Ixworthj^ yi thQsputh-ea^t, jpiijsd,by 
^5 l^qrke firom Bury St. Edmonds ; it 
^en. iijclipcs mpr? and inore to the 
north, till it falls intp the great giilph of 
the sea between the projecting coas^ of 
Norfolk and Lincolnshire, beneath the. 
walls of Lynn Regis. 

The Ouse is generally a stagnant 
strea^, neither giving nor receiving 
inuch beauty in the great tract through 
which it passes, which, includes, some of 
the Icjast interesting districts of England. 
Its, course is xiniforn^ly dull and unim- 
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y^rt^nt to BuqJiaghaBa, iwr b k atatt 
Ml object fropl the princely territory cf 
StQW«» wl^cb abounds ia grand scenes 
and buildings, rather too artificii^y db* 
fgsmd, as well as too niiimeroi:^. 

The Ouse docs not improve much, as 
tfe tes^i^ei tike plain counties of Bedford 
and Huntmgdon, though it ad4s tome 
ccmsequencc to dieir capitals, being there 
davi^dble ; aft St. Ives it sinks into tlkose 
great marshes which abound on this 
pert of the eastcftt coast, throng Nor* 
Mk, Hufitingdoiashtre, Cambridg€shife^ 
MottiaEantptonshire, and Lincokshipe. 

The Hjnee, which meets it a little be^ 
low Bedford, passes near the duke of 
Bedford's noble domain of Wobum Ath 
bey, and the Injel flows northward tq it 
through a dull t»act of country. 
. The Cam is composied of two branches^ 
one of which rises - on the borders of 
Bedfoxjdshire, and unites with the other, 
whidt bears the classic name of tfte* 
Granta, flowing from the confines of 
^sex^ through the highly ornamented 
C4 
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grounds of Audlcy End. Th^y unite 
near Cambridge, and then run nearly 
northward tjU the Ome receives them a 
little bdow Ely. 

The Cofn receives no ^mall portion of 
beauty from the academic shades of 
Cambridge, being crossed by bridges 
from most o( the principal college, 
liyhose gardens join the public walk on 
its hmk, which is finely planted and laid 
out. The 3trcam itself is but stagnant 
and n[|uddy» yet it adds something to the 
pcciiiliar traits of the landscape with its 
several handsome stone bridges,, nor do 
the fronts of the colleges, as they appear 
in succession intermixed with thick 
groves, apy wb^re shew themselves to 
fuch advMit^ge. The area in front of 
Clare Hall, and the new building of 
jpng's College, with its superb chapel, 
njatcbless in that species of Gothic ar-? 
chitectpirp, whith h»s been called '^ the 
improved,- exhibits one of the most strik- 
ing displays in England. 
Thp Qw^ ?opn ^epv^r4s sijik^ intQ 
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the fens, where the proud pile and towen 
bf Ely Cathedral appear finely elevated 
ever the level, just above the junction of 
the Cam and the Ouse. A dreary tract 
of marsh accompanies thesb united rivers 
to Dov^nham, in Norfolk, nor does the 
countay much improve afterwards, but the 
aestuary at last is very considerable, and 
the exit of these rivers is splendid, whercs 
the flourishing port and great trade of 
JLynn present a crowd of vessels. 

The Nek* of Nike rises in two 

branches on the north and south of Da- 

* 

ventry, and pursues an eastern direction 
to Northampton, where it turns more 
towards the north, through one of the 
pleasantest vales in that county; from 
Wandesfbrd its course is again more 
eastward to Pfeterborough, from whence 
it soon enters the Cambridgeshire fens, 
^hich it traverses in a north-east direct 
tion, spreading into various streams, one 
pf ^hich (being artificially drawn) leads 
to Wisbech. The Nen then divides 
Lincolnshire from Norfolk, as it advances 
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Uhi^VPi thfb: wasb of Cross Keys^ termi^ 
fiatii^ iiV t^<^ great gi^lph, wlicre thiQ 

^^^;^-^^9^ qf die .^^« 

THte part of this i^W^ is through 
^,44igJM^^ eoyutry,. an4 it* chaxact^r U 
^b^t Qjf a, gcntk >ut ^l ^tr^aip, flawing 
ia placid bwuty l^etween enajmellecj wear 
4pw%^ thjfougt a tra,ct afcuij43i;it iu; towns, 
Y^lsjge^ |Wp4 fifllp seat?. Noi?thai»^ton^ 
one of the mosfc ^Icgajat axid ojrnamentecl 
coupty town^ in ?n^land^ graces its 
eafly cowse^ aad its l?ank§,are lined, with 
ftie seaip? $;oi;^tljenQe tpWellmgborough> 
^ong which C4*tic Ashby makes a con-^ 
^p^cuous figure. This cou^J^y abounds 
ia villages, aijd handsome spires start up 
in every quarter ; it is a}so distinguished 
by large forests, among which that of 
Rockingham is the most considerable, 
covering almost all the space from the 
Welland to the NeUy near Thrapston and 
Gundle on the latter river. Wandesford 
presents a long bridge to the Qorth road> 
which is celebrated by the laniftjitip 
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(torj of a man :%3^ta4 ^^^Q^ ^ liighcr 
4kt^:icts c^ Np|^?ii^ tho 

xiver on a^ h^*coflk, Vlw^ ^ ^^^l« «l«ip? 

and s1)9^e4: bjp itp -^IQ^tfei U§ SW^WM 
fn awa^i^^ ^i^ l^ ex^Fspidipary* pfe^ 
ijIfv^ti^nK £omk tfes iater^ting part of 
the ^oxj ; Vut cn^y. tpaMk it altqge^ei 
&b\49t^^ th^}«;!gh i$ la^ given a $ign t^ 
an excellent^ inp qn thft Hfajiting4<Hi&hii;0 
§idc of the bridge. The country uftcu 
vf'Sifds^ becomes far more levels thoKi^ 
yet distinguished by a range of greea 
meadows, and some elevated gronndsLon 
the Northamptonshire bank, wherdloixl 
Fitzwilliam's fine old seat of Milton co^ 
vers a long waving ridge with its phrn^ 
tatipns* Soon afterwards, the majei^ 
pile of Peterborough Cathedral exalts itn 
aelf above its. city with great gsandeur, 
l^low which the Nen becomes lost in 
those immense fens, which, coveiv tiiq 
cxtcimj^Q, leyd be^fote described, inters 
spersed v^th large pools of water, of 
which WhittJ^ea, M^er is the grejatcrt* 
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All these abound in wild fowl, and dc^ 
coys are fi'equ^it in this district ; those 
rare and delicate biifds also, called the 
Bxiff and Ree, are found here, and train- 
ed with considerable expence and diffi- 
culty. Wisbech may be called the port 
of the Nen, being singularly constructed 
after the manner of those of Holland, 
with rows of trees on each side of its 
wide streets, the broad muddy channel of 
the niodem river occupying the centre, 
and the ancient channel flowing some- 
what southward through the fens. 

The Welland finds its source in a 
gentle range of hills between Lutter- 
worth . and Harborough, and divides 
Northamptonshire from Leicestershire^ 
Rutland and Lincolnshire in a direction 
inclining mostly to the north-east; it 
then turns directly north, crossing the 
fens, and meets the Glen from Bourne 
just where the mouth of these two rivers 
forms the wash of Fossdyke, which falls 
into the great gulph considerably norths 
ward of that of Cross Keys. 
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The Welland being less than the Nem, 
dots not equal it fully in the beauty of 
-its course, yet it traverses a fine plsdn be* 
tween Harborough and Rockingham, dis^ 
tinguished with some bold hills, and well 
sprinkled with villages. Carlton, the 
liospitable mansion of Sir John Palmer; 
carers one of the eminences, who hat 
lately rebuilt his church in a very hand>» 
some Gothic taste ; and on the opposite 
hill, in Leicestershire, Mr. Nev^v old 
coHegiate house of Holt displays itself^ 
where is found a celebrated mineral wa« 
ten Rockingham castle also, the ancient 
seat of Lord Sondes, overlooks the WeU 
land from its high terrace^ backed by a 
finely- wooded park; and as this river ap- 
proaches Rutland, the vale contracts it- 
self, the hills becoming higher, one of 
which is crowned with the spire of Up- 
pingham. The great forest of Rocking- 
ham covers all the Northamptonshire 
side with its abundant woods, which arc 
formed into large ridings to embellish 
the various fine seats contained within- 

6 
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its colifines, among which BoiS^rton^ 
De«h, Kirby, md l>ray ton, ate the piin*- 
cipaL Advkncing forward with tht 
Welland, the two high towers of CoUy- 
weston and Easton, with the venerabk 
ruin of Worthorop, mark the Nordiamp-* 
tonshire termination of the valci and 
the spire of Ketton starts up pleasantly 
afaiidst the meaddws of Rutland. The 
numerous stccplfcs and towers of Stam« 
fiird riie ih aliMst tx>tte^tiate grandeuf t6 
gth&D the entfBttce of Lincx)liishirc, and 
the^ptincdy pile of Bticghlby in thb intdtt 
•fits Iwghly-ofnaifacttted t^rritdry Sdomi 
thlb NdrthAm^onehire boSik, appealing 
itself ti tbw4. Moj^tits srvetiues of old 
trees^ and ihnost xramberkfe young fh&-* 
tations cover !^ encircling ifminencosy 
Vitbin whibh fell the art of Browtie h^a 
beSlI hafpUy eitfpeitded> 9m4 the htgh<sl 
powers of aFchltGcture and painting be- 
stowed to detf^rate 1^9 s|]Aendid donaaia 
of the Bbcls€lf £xeter> ever renbwned ioi 
tkd mMt Uberal ^Mcoufagfenaeiit ^ the 
wts. Mid the most tmpres^ye d^^y of 
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9M^ ito^t^ity. Th« 'presetrt \oipd; 
n(fw advanced to the dignitj- "(rf a ftiSt- 
q«4$> is iMK:r6asing the park, attd buildmg 
tt»«& *p5^topriaite lodges itith ^4at taste. 
Thb Wi^aHd 960A afterwards sinks mt(j 
the FtiWI <>f is^colnshire below De^itig, 
and passing near the grand monastic raill 
irf Ctowiand abbey, arrives at il3 ff6rt of 
^al^ng> built afttt thfe Dutch fashion 
Xkit Widbeeh> sfton after which it reaches 
titt iBiB*. The Ckater jofaii it at KettWA, 
^liilg lA tke ferest of LifSeld dn the 
bordeifs of Leicestershire, and the ^ritHsfi- 
Iblls into it ^a little below Statofofd, 
fiMfiSiibg th^i' ^feasant rale of Catmosc ift 
itk p^siigS, itt Which the tdWn aftd spite 
6f Okeham, its cipital, eitdrded by nu- 
merbuis Tillages, are prou'd¥yi/vef looked 
by the Earl of Winchelsea*s feVevated pa- 
laec of Burltty on the Hill, the cbtirt-y^rd 
of Which is the mtiit spkAidld in ^ng- 
lihd. Both these HVer* trafvdrse tftft 
whdk of A(6 littte couhty of ftutljtodv 
movihg j^^y iti ah eiiit#aM direction. 
"Rje QleoH, Which joiw fheWdbhd' itt 
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the fens at the extremity of its cotu^;^ 
pursues nearly the same Une^ and is re* 
tnarkable for nothing but the fine wpods 
and extensive domain of Gximthorpc cas- 
tle, belonging to the Duke of Ancaster, 
-which one branch of it contributes to 
adorn. 

The With AM rises near a village of 
that name, about ten miles north of 
Stamford, and pursues a line detriating 
but a little from the north by Granthamt 
to Lincdn ; it then turns eastward, and 
joined by a stream from the wolds in 
the north, proceeds southward through 
the fens to Tattershall, where it is met 
by the Bain from Honicastle, and after- 
wards tpx Boston, soon falling into the 
great bay between Lincolnshire aiid Nor- 
folk, at the mouth of Fossdykc Wash. 

The course of this river is not so strik- 
ing as that of either of the two last, but 
its banks at first are not unpleasant ; it 
passes also several considerable objects 
in the high spire of Ghranthaip, Lord 
Brownlow's neighbouring seat ^ Bel-^ 
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ton, and that of Sir John Thorold at 
Syston. Its approach to Lincoln is very 
remarkable, whose magnificent cathedral 
covers the summit of a high * mount, 
rising in "three lofty towers, two of 
which are crowned with spires, fironi 
which the city descends in a steep street 
to the bridge. The fFltham, even in the 
centre of the rnost dreary fens/ is graced' 
with the bold iJAiti of Tattetshall castle, 
and the elegant IGothic pile of Boston 
church, from vv^hose lofty tcmcfr the 
prospect is nearly boundless over tlitf 
immense levels which encompass it, 
where the churches are almost too nu- 
merous to be' counted,' and where the 
distant cathcdrajls of Peterborough and 
Lincoln ai-e at once visible.^ The Tfl^ 
tham is defended against the incursions 
of the sea by a curioufly-constructed 
sluice, just before it reaches Boston, 
which is a well built town, and may be 
called the principal port of this vast tract, 
possessing a considerable trade. This is 
the last of those numerous streams, 
D 
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which contrib\rte to foiro the great 
gulph between Lincolnshire and Nor- 
ft)lk, the deeps of Boston being at it» 
mouthy, nearly opposite to those of Lynn, 
9croaa thq bay. The two washes o£ 
Cj^oss Keys and Fossdyie penetrate into the 
eonntry near its centre, at thje mouths o^ 
the Nen and the VT^Umdl oyen the samda 
of which a dangerous^ road is pursued^ ^ 
low water, near the Htftk town of Hol.- 
becfa, oh each side df "which a sniall 
stwianai flows towards the sea?. The co^sii 
of Lincolnshire, north of Bpston> is not 
di$tingi»ished by any memorable stre^msi 
io the mouth; of the H$(mber, the rivers 
which reach the sea at Wainfleet and. 
Saltfleet being inconsiderable, thoi^h 
the latter is navigable to Louth. 
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CHAP. III. 

Th^ Trent, and its various cdmponmt 
streafris, viz. the BIythc, the Taatiw, the 
Dove, the Derwent, the. Soar, tht Er- 
wash, and the Idle. — Th^ Anchoimc 
of Lancdmhire.—'The three druisi^7is rf 
that county into the Wolds, the Heathy 
and the Fens, voith a general accomtt (^ 
the ttvo firmer^ the latter htfioing hem 
h^renxaieed in descrS>ktg its pefHutding 
rrbers: > - 

Tt'HE Th^ispt. We arc now arrived at' 
a river, far superior in coiiseqiiencc and^ 
character to- most in England, ^id infe- 
rior perhaps to none, except the Thames; 
whose leading features it may be said to 
imitate in the attendant circumstances^ 
oi a clear stream and a bold current, 
though the Trent exceeds^ thd Thames 
generally in rapidity, yet without paf- 
tsdting at all in the nature of a torrent. 
D^ 
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This river pervades some of the most fer- 
tile districts of the kingaom, its proper 
rise being in the hills beyond Newcastle- 
under-Line in Staffordshire, adjoining to 
the borders of Cheshire. Its dourse is at 
first nearly south-east, making a sudden 
turn by the east to the north between 
Wolslcy bridge. Burton, and Swarkcs- 
ton> from whence it divides Leicester- 
shire from Derbyshire, penetrating also 
through the centre of Nottinghamshire 
in a north-east direction, which inclines 
gradually more and more to the north, 
with various windings, as the Trefit se- 
parates Nottinghamshire from Lincoln- 
shire. At length it reaches the borders 
of Yorkshire some miles above Gainsbo- 
rough, and joins with the aestuary of the. 
Northern Ouse to form the Number. 

The Trent is generally a full transpa- 
rent stream, gliding in silver beauty be- 
tween rich meadows, and through po- 
pulous districts, but it no where (except 
when increased by floods) resembles the 
torrents of the north, whose origin is 
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mountainous. Its early course, from the 
busy town of Newcastle, and the sur- 
rounding hills covered with potteries 
(among which Mr, Wedgwood has esta- 
blished his Etruria), is graced by the 
highly ornamented domain of Trentham, 
where art has judiciously swelled it into 
a lake, so as almost entirely to fill the 
level part of the park, beneath a high 
spreading hill covered with oaks from its 
summit to the very margin of the water, 
and bqunding the rich lawn, on which 
the stately mansion of the place is si- 
tuated. Soon afterwards, the Trent meets 
the numerous canals which abound in 
the neighbouring manufacturing districts, 
and frequently follow a course parallel 
with it through the pleasant valley it 
forms by Stone to the charming spot 
where the little bridge of Wolsley 
crosses it beneath the spiral eminences 
of its wild park, connected with those 
of the adjoining chase of Cannock. 

Lord Uxbridge's superb seat, of Beau- 
desert includes some of the most striking 

1^3 
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scenery in this forest-like <3istrict^ nn^ 
Mr. An^on, close to the Trent, has co- 
^vered the yaUey and its a(^oining hills 
with thp pmamental buildings land 
^Untations of Shuckbergh, Making its 
$weep to the north, the Trent now (ora^^ 
.^ larger vaje, intersected by p^allel ca- 
nals, pas^ng through Sir Nigel Oresley 3 
pounds at Drakelow* to iJkc <dd bridge 
at the eytrenjity of the long town of 
Burton, find afterwards beneatii the ex- 
tensive plant?tions of Foremark, and the 
.wooded park and terrace of Castle Dog- 
nington to Cavepdish and Sawley bridges. 
Having now received the Bfythe, the 
Tame, the Smr, the D&ve, the Derwent, 
and the Erwash, mo§t pf which in^ 
^uence its changes of direction, the 
Tr^t becomes a very considerable river, 
(IS it advanees through a range of flowery 
mpadowP, bounded by high tufted hills, 
§jid chficquered with . tillages, to the 
3preaduig rock on whieh the opulent 
tpwn pf Nottinghana presents its bold 
§fPMeircle tp the south, one horn of 
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wbich is crcyvmed with the castle, iiftd 
the other with the Gothic church of that 
place. It flows afterwards through ft rich 
vale, with the hiUs of the forest of Shcr- 
vmod on the kft, in a hollow of whic^ 
the antient collegiate church and town 
of Southwell, appear from the batiks of 
the Trent, which divides itself into two 
channels before it reaches the bandscmie 
town of Newark. One of these washes 
the waHs of that place, the other passing 
by Kelham, at the end of ^ long con-^ 
necting cause- way, over which the north 
road is carried. The rich Gothip spire of 
Newark, and its ruined castle, are striking 
objects when viewed from Kelham-house, 
the large mansion of the Manners Sut- 
ton family. A broad plain now extends 
itself around the T'rent, abundant in po^ 
pulation and villages, but gradually de- 
clining in beauty, as it becomes more 
level, in which the two branches unite, 
but the surrounding flat seldom allows 
the Trent to be distinguished. Vessels 
of some size, with the assistance of the 

P4 
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tide, navigate it to Gainsborough, where 
it is crossed by a magnificent stone 
bridge, smaller craft having floated down 
its stream, from its early junction with 
the Staffordshire canals. It then divides 
a range of fens, without any distinguish- 
ing feature, till it makes a bold junction 
with the Ouse of Yorkshire, combining 
to form the grand aestuary of the Humher, 
and adding much thereto by its exten- 
sive trade an4 vits large concourse of tri- 
butary waters. 

Numerous are thp auxiliary streams 
which contribute to increase the Trent, 
^nd their characters differ from each 
other. 

Thp Blythe is the first of any note, 
rising a fpw njiles eastward of th? Trent, 
and pursuing nearly ^ parallel course to 
its junction with that river near King's 
Bromley, the Sqvo from Eccleshall and. 
the Peak from Penkridge, having fallen 
into it some miles higher near Stafford, 
^fter their union with each other. The 
JBIytffe ha3, no particular feature, except 
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lord Bagot's scat, and finely wooded park 
ofBlitheficld. 

The, Tame rises in two branches not 
far from Coleshill in Warwickshire, 
flowing northward to its junction with 
the Trent some miles above Burton ; its 
course is short, and it has nothing but 
the castle of Tarn worth, on a steep rock 
above its town, to distinguish it. The 
city of Litchfield, with its rich Gothic 
cathedral, lies a few miles westward of 
the junction. 

The Dove rises in the rocky hills of 
the peak of Derbyshire, afterwards divid- 
ing for the most part that county from 
Staffordshire, and with various windings 
pursues a line very little inclined to the 
eastward from the south, till it falls into 
the Trent below Burton. 

The Dove differs greatly from all the 
streams I have hitherto described, ap- 
proaching more nearly in quality and 
appearance to those rivers of North and 
Soutii Wales, which derive their sources 
from a mountainous origin, of which it 
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may properly be said to present a minia- 
ture. In the early part of its course it 
forms the beautifiilly romantic dell of 
Dove Dale, winding between Almost 
perpendicular, hilb^ fringed with wood, 
aad abounding in bold projecting rocks^ 
which often turn the torrent from its 
course* This spot is frequently visited 
b^ the curious tr^vdler, and numerous 
parties are formal during the summer to 
wnploy a day pleasaatly in exploring its 
recesses. The Dove, emerging from 
the hollows imder the pyramidical 
lAauntain of Thorpe Cloud soon receives 
the Mam^ld, issuing from the subterra- 
neous caves it forms in tbe delightful 
gardens o£ Ham, which (together with 
the paintings of Okeover in its, neigh- 
bourhood) frequently attracts the curious. 
Much increased by this accession, the 
river is crossed by a long picturesque 
bridge in a mo^t romantic spot within a 
mile of the town of Ashbome, whose 
high spire first leads the* eye to a place 
*hich far excels most country towns in 
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die bcawty of its situation, and the select 
chaims of its society. 

After this, the Dove forms a narrow 
valley in ks winding course, adorned 
with some of the most pleasing points pf 
rural and pastoral attraction, intermixed 
with various handsome seats and villages, 
irt the course of which it is joined by 
the Cfiar7iet from below Leek and the 
borders of Cheshire. 

This vale expands considerably at 
Uttoxetcr, and from thence to Sudbury, 
where the river flows pleasantly between 
the wild wooded hills of Needwood fo- 
rest, and the respectable^ old mansion of 
lord Vernon, backed by the swelling 
lawns of its park. A wider plain suc- 
ceeds, distinguished by the bold hill on 
which the memorable ruin of Tutbury 
Oastle displays itself with striking effect; 
beneath which the Dave flows, hasten- 
ing to join the Trent near Burton, first 
crossed by the Stafibrdshire canal. 

The Derwenty rising in the almost 
mountainous district of the High peak of 

7 
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Derbyshire, nearly on the borders of 
Yorkshire, ^ pursues a direction mostly 
parallel with the Dave, to Derby in the 
southern part of the county, where it 
turns rather eastward to meet the Trent 
near Sawley, on the borders of Leices- 
tershire and Nottinghamshire. 

The Derwent is a larger river than the 
Dove, partaking of the same hilly origin, 
and exhibiting the same romantic cha- 
racter, with sdme peculiar and extraor- 
dinary features. Various small torrents 
soon increase, it in the dreary and savage 
waste which incloses its spring, and one 
of these flows directly from. the noted 
cavern of Castleton, where it bursts into 
light r under an inimense natural arch, 
after its long subterraneous passage, fer* 
tilizing the little valley of Hope in its 
way. Another little rivulet forms in its 
descent the curious hollow of Middleton 
Dale, through which the great road from 
Buxton passes, where the traveller is sur-r 
prised with piles of rocks rising in suc- 
cessive clusters, so as to imitate th? ar^i^ 
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ficlal formation of pillars, impending so- 
lemnly over his winding descent, and 
creating perpetual surprise as their heights 
increase. 

The little picturesque village of Mid- 
dleton is at the bottom of this pass, simi- 
lar to which, but more precipitous and 
rapid, is one into the vale of Castleton 
firom Chapel in Frith, and there arc 
others of the same nature in this curious 
line of country. Soon after it emerges 
from its native wilds, the Derwent forms 
the principal ornament of. the superb 
territory of Chattesworth, where vari- 
ous works in different ages, of ancient 
^nd modern magnificence, have been 
sfucces3fully created, though its enlarge- 
ment^ and the formation of the lawns 
which surround it in the park, together 
vnth the plantations which cover all the 
neighbouring hills, indicate most strongly 
the matchless art of Browne. 

Soon after this river quits Chattes- 
worth, it is joined by the Tf^e, descend- 
ing from the bare and bkak heights 



Digitized 



by Google 



46^ RIVERS AND COAST 

heights which environ the melancholy 
spot occupied hy- Buxton, where Hygaea 
has created her palace-like temple, in a 
position which would hardly have at- 
tracted the public influx of company but 
for the aid of her salutary spring. 

The Wye has some trifling falls in this: 
neighbourhood, and after its descent 
&om. the upper region, passes by the 
neat town of Bakew^U, and Haddon 
Mall, the ancient, but deserted seat of 
tdie Rutland^ family, in its way to join 
tfic Dervoent. 

- Both rivers, thus united, traverse the 
delightful dale of Darley, environed by 
fertility, and encompassed by bold hills, 
till a sudden turn ingulfs their channel 
in those chains of lofity rocks fringed^ 
with wood> which enclose in their wind- 
ing recesses the justly-admired positionr 
of the baths of Matlock. 

Independent of the merit to be attri- 
buted to these springs, the extraordinary 
stripe of romantic beauty which environs^ 
them must create a peculiar interest in 
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Matlock, which, though far inferior to 
the greater displays of Wales, our north- 
efn lakes, and Scotland, are yet perhaps 
the most pleasing epitome of this kind of 
landscape tha^ can be fbuoad in so short 
a compass, though not insimilar m that 
r^pect to the roeks of St. Vincent, near 
Bristol. 

The Deryoent by its rapidity and occa- 
sional shallows, seems to partake in the 
nature of the country it now, passes 
thwugh, firom whence it emerges through 
a high portal of rocks at Cromlbrd^ 
where the late sir Edchard Arkwright 
established some considerable manu&c- 
tures near the palace-like house he built 
for himself; it afterwards forms ^emf^li 
deep valleys in a tract abounding i» col- 
lieries, and their consequent popuiation> 
I and at length enters a finely-featui'ed 
vale, adorned with the picturesque vil- 
lage and spire of Duffield, where the- 
b^ren moors begin to recede, and culti- 
vation assumes a more smiling appeitf- 
ance. 
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On a gentle elevation above the river 
stands Dariey Hall, the pleasant seat of 
Mr. Holden, which that amiable veteran 
has adorned with much taste and ele- 
gance, and where he closes a well-spent 
life with cheerful society, acts of bene- 
ficence, and the most engaging hospita- 
lity, wherein I have often participated.*^ 
Surrounded by well-placed plantations, 
his house commands the lofty Gothic 
tower of Derby church behind a thick 
grove, to gr?at advantage, a hanging bank 
of w^ood concealing the upper part of 
the town on the right, and the distant 
hills of Charnwood forest in Leicester- 
siiire, forming a bold back-ground in 
front, while the Derwent flows pleasantly 
beneath through a range of meadows to 
its handsome stone bridge below Derby. 

The town of Derby is well inhabited 
by many respectable families, and stands 
in a delightful vale, a little elevated above 
the Derwent; a small stream passes 
through the town to join it from the 
north- west, which is swelled into a con- 
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sidorable lake to adorn the fineljr- wooded 
park and magnificent house of Kedleston> 
near which also is a mineral bath^ and a 
bouse of public jresort belonging to it^ 
pleasantly situated. 

*' Marston also, the large seat of Mn 
Mundy, covers the bank of this little 
stream, with its grounds and plantations* 
Nothing memorable attends the further 
course of the Derwenty as it soon enters 
the wide plain formed by the Trent on 
the boi»dclr df Leicestershire^ and loses 
itself in that great river. 
• The Sdar rises not far from Hittckley 
in Leicestershire, and flows towards the 
north-east through that county to Lei- 
cester, where it turns to the north to 
meet soon after the fFreak from the con- 
fines of Rutland, and then ihclities to 
the north-weit, passing near Loughbo- 
ifough to join the Trent a little below 
Cavendish bridge, and at a short distant* 
from the mouth of the DeriveHt. ' • 

The course of this river being through 
a rich griazing country, thciJe arc no pc- 
E 
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culiar pornits of beauty which/distinguijii 
iti beyond those which the fertidhy of its 
environs creates. It more thaii.half en- 
omxpasses the aacient town of Leicester, 
whose three spires appear to fo^ a tri* 
atigle when viewed ffpm its banks, 
washing also the walls pf Lqieeste* A]>4 
bey, where Wolsey fini^hetl his life. 
The abrupt fock, over-hanging the «SWri 
lit the long ill-paved tow« >f Mowat-» 
pprrell, is an extraordinary feature in sq 
kvd .9 c^Atry* The val? through 
which the Wreai p^iMtes^ f?om Meltoft 
Mii^^bray,. is rather strcmger in its fea« 
tureis, than th^t ifsrhich accompanies tj^ 

< Thft EmP^h fotfnf 4h^ ddyifiqij of 
Pfrbyshiie from NottiBgl^am^ire dwr 
^ogt pftftoifkgjhprt coui^; it d^scendj 
s@^thwari^/]roip the coal . covntries neaf 
^p^foii, ai|d f2L\\& into the; TrerU a littl^ 
^^yif ^t^Den^mt, but is unmarked bj 
any partici^l^ ^ara^tpr. • 

Th?f Idle is fprmed Ijy si&y?f al small 
5$^^s i§fwsgiro|» tl^c uj?|>cr parts^qf 
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the sandy distript of Sh^wood forest, 
contribtitiiig to? adorii thc-jcxtcnsivc parks 
of Welbeck, Clumber, and Thoresby, ia 
that .outline; its course is north-6ast 
throtK^i die forest, then north by Hatf 
land tofiawtteiy^ and thiii ragatn indin^ 
ing towards idle east to 'inect die Trint 
it the entrance of the Isle qF Axholmci 
beyond which the stream :xaUed the Old 
Ri%}^ Don adv€inces^ at the edge of the 
ft^ns, ^irAost parallel Wlthihe TrifU, but 
tibt reichitiglt *i)l rieat Wttiotith. 

The Idk'i^ ia dull sluggish ri(fter> with- 
out aiiy thihg'^cfflai^^ble^^^^^ept wh€fii« 
it is improved by art ; this is the laA of 
all the streams' tifhich coiitributc' to en- 

' >The Ancholme is a small river in 
the wolds of Lincolnshii'^, ti^ng not fcif 
from Market Reisf ft, anAilpwing norths 
ward by Gkhdford bridge, from whence 
it is navigable to the Humbcr, sonde 
miles beiowth^ junction of the Tr^«/. This 
strearii itself merits but little notice, but 
i^ cotmtry ikrough wfaick it ftot^ is 
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tworthy of observation, ks constitutirig 
*)tte of thcigrcat divisions of Lrincoln- 
ishire. 

-c This extensive tract' of tKc Wold* 
stretches out flcom Lincoln northwarii 
to£arton, mid: forms a ridge across some 
intcrniediatc.\ffallies, highly elcfeatcd above 
Ae/level adjoiiliiig to the sea coast, and 
terminating in a the. fens: .iieair Spilsby; 
iitoitb, fiiPcsiSjfor its lofty ^nd beautir 
ful spire, .is tbe.^pxiiicipal town in this 
quarter, lyhtch^^by no means abounds in 
pdpulatioiii^nd. viH»gCS» b^ing a downish 
tr^t^ chiefly jcniftrkabtefer itg^fine tshff.ep 
feed. : - ' I 

-iiJBrocktefiby Park, imthc jnidst of the 
extensive domains of lord Yarborougfri 
occupies the : centre of this district, . on 
the highest point of which his lordship 
has built a sujierb. chapel and mausoleurii 
in a very exquisite Grecian ta&te, adc^jv 
cd with appropriate statues and marbles 
from Italy; thi^ buildi^g from its posi- 
tion commands the whole surrounding 
iountry, with the port of Hullacrpss tb» 
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-Hxxmhcx most comprehensively, forming 
rElso a sea-mark, nor Js it less to be ad- 
mired for the elegaticc of its design and 
execution. 

Thornton College is a curious rem- 
nant of antiquity in this neighbourhood, 
founded in the reign of king Stephei|, 
great part of which is yet preserved, 
with some modem additions. 

The Jens of Lincolnshire exhibit the 
second division of that large county, 
.which has been described sufficiently in 
treating of its rivers, but the third por- 
tion (entitled the Heath) has not yet 
been mentioned, as the Wttham is the 
only stream of note which traverses it, 
and that only partially. This tract is 
now much inclosed, extending south- 
ward from Lincoln to Ancaster, between 
two ridges, one of which covered with 
villages fronts the wxst over Notting- 
hamshire, and the other overlooks the 
great level of the fens to the east. 

Numerous are the villages on this side 
\inder the ridge, in the midst of which 
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Mr. Chaplin has surrotmded his hand- 
some seat at Blankney with extensive 
plantations, and carried the improve- 
ments of agriculture and drainage far 
into the adjoining fens, with great spirit 
as wdll as judgment. Surrounded here 
by a numerous and amiable family, he 
exhibits the truly estimable character 
(too rare, alas ! at present) of an Eng- 
lish country gentleman, of high family 
and fortune, living with great credit to 
himself and utility to the public, on his 
dWJi territory. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Congress of the Rivers of Yorkshire, which 
unite with the Trent and Ancholrrie to 
form the Humber — ^Thc Don, The Gal- 
der. The Aire, The Wharf, The Nidd> 
The Ure, The Swak, forming at last 
The Northern Ouse, wUch' combines aU 
these streams — Junction of The Der- 
went from the North-East — Orand 
Mstuary of The Humber produced by 
the general union — Cursory description if 
YorhhirCyfrom the mouth ofTYvt Hunv* 
httto The Tecs of Durham. 

The Don rises in the high moors of 
Yorkshire, adjoining to Derbyshire, not 
far from the dismal hamlet and public: 
house of Wood-End, at the jundlion of 
four roads in that dreary waste. It takes 
a south-eastern line to Sheffield, and thca 
turns to the north-cast by Rothcrham to 
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Doncastcr ; soon after which it alters its 
course to the north 9t Thome, and then 
to the north-cast again, joined by The 
Went^ from the interior of the West-Rid-r 
ing, to meet the Northern Ouse at Goolc 
in one branch, and the Aire below Snaith 
in another. 

Except among the moors which form 
its source, Th^ J^on is not a rapid riYcr, 
and the first part of its course only is 
through a wild country. Tb? great ma- 
nufaAufcs of Sheffield and Rpthprham 
fiqurish on its banks, and cover all the 
adjoining country vy^ith their works. The 
' vale it forms to Doncaster is extremely 
l^eautiful, and ornamented with many 
fine seats ; the hills also above Rother- 
ham, towards the north, are covered 
^ith the spreading plantations, splen4id 
mansion, and high ornamental buildings 
of Lord Fitzwilliam at Wentworth. TJic 
terrace in Mrs Finch's finely wooded parlf 
at Thrybergji, comrpands the vale in 
^cat perfe<?lion ; and a little lower, th? 
.pi^^jwrcsque ruin of Connisburgh Castle on 
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a high wooded rock, is neariy encompass- 
ed by the river. Doncaster is one of the 
handsomest country towns in England^ 
situated at the extremity of this charming 
vale> and the Gothic fabric of its church 
IS justly admired* T/ie Don afterwards 
sinks into that extensive flat which en- 
virons the Ousc, passing under Lord 
Downe's large seat of Cowick, near the 
smalltown ofSnaith; the lower of it» 
two channels appears to be a navigable 
cut, and is called the Dutch river. 

The Calber t^es its source on the 
borders of Lancashire not far from Bum* 
Jey, pursuing a course nearly eastward to 
Wakefield, with manifold windings ; af- 
ter which it turns rather to the norths 
till it joins the Aire near Ferrybridge, at 
the village of Castleford. 

This river is more rapid than the Don, 
and is intersected by various canals in the 
jnahufafturing countries it passes through^ 
which form a junction between the east- 
ern and western seas, across the kingdom 
iifom Liverpool to Hull. It rises i» the 
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moors, and flows through a populous and 
romantic district, leaving the flourishing 
town of Huddcrsfield on the right ; H 
passes under Wakefield afterwards, and 
forms a fine curve to its jimction with the 
Aire, near Sir Rowland Wynne's great 
bouse at Nostall. 

Thb Aire rises itoxn a small lake in 
tfcc great moors, not fer from the source 
of the Ribble of Lancashire, and some-* 
what on the north-cast of Settle, de» 
scending through Aire-dale, to form the 
district of Craven in its course to the 
south-east, which it pursues as far as 
i^eeds. It then turns nearly eastward, 
and meeting the Calder, passes under Fer- 
rybridge, thence' traversing the flat of 
Yorkshire, a little north of Snaith, where 
it receives tlie Don, and soon joins the 
Ouse^ a little above Booth Ferry, near 
Howden* 

The Aire is longer than The Calder, 
and much its superior in navigation, be- 
ing also joined by numerous canals from 
the we^t. Its origin is almost mountaiil- 
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ous^ 3X1 th$, Riifbt of the wHdeit moots, 
ami Airc-dalb purtakes stronj^jr in the nav 
Intoc of .that lioio of country; The dis* 
£nct of Gx!atea::k aiagttkdy fomantic^ 
ticing a rich valcy bcfunded hy High hill^ 
Vith the toWn of Skipton m itsr centrer^ 
bdow whiciL:it lorms a bcavsbi£oi vaUcy 
to Ktighley/full of trade iindpopuhition; 
it passes by the ruin of Kirkstail Abbey in 
0^ way to Lecds» all the manufactures 
and villas of Ivhiah floumhingi place tin4 
its Ticinage encompass its faanLs^ after 
^hich it divides one of the irichesfc plains 
imthe.kiiagdo!iin to Ferrybridge, not far 
iroih the emiuence where the town of 
Fontefract is situated, remarkable for its 
ruined castle and church, as well as its 
plantations of liquorice. Ferrybridge is- 
a charming spot, with an admirable indi 
«t ite foot, but t/te Aire can boast little 
beauty afterwards, as it advances through 
tn undistinguished level to join The Ouse^ 
n^t iiwr from The Don, 

The WhaHfe rises in the moors of 
yorkshirc, considerably northward of The 
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jiire, 'j(i>hmA by the little stream which 
forms L/kn^er D^e;^and. pursuing a 
csoiirsc a little deviating fifdmJithctsoutir, 
tovvardS'thejeaiti till turned dby the high 
hills of Hbrabald s mbor, it . flows casto- 
ward-by Otley to iWicatherby, where it 
again taaiinSJto the south -cast to Tadcas- 
tcr, and joins tJie Ouse near Cffwood. ^^ 
i The JfViaifeis not equal in size to the 
^irey but infinitely more, rapid, whidh 
Restrains: its ^navigation; Wharfei-dale is 
a wild district, but the valley .afterwards 
&rmed.by Otley to Weatherby, is uH^- 
x!onimonly 'beautiful/ . The view from 
the .hill xalled Otley-Shiven is jtrikcng 
in the extreme, and some part of the great 
territory of ' Harcwood commands thi6 
valley happily. At Weatherby, the TThak^ 
is yet a mountain torrent, and still mone 
fb at the rofeahtic sp6t wh'ei'e the spring 
of Thorp- Arch attracts the public. . \t\k 
little worthy of notice afterwards, as it 
sinks into the level below Tadcaster, hof 
is there now any thing striking at Cawood 
Palace, which wa^ once so splendid,' iv> \ 
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r Tlie Ni>B we& m Nij^iprc^lc forest^ 
ift the mo<)i^; .bpwnding the - tkor^-ridiog 
o£-:Yt)rkshir<v fof rtiing, Uke the other ri^ 
V€ts of this cowntry, its ^propriatj^ dale ; 
its' jitoiarse : is rg^her more eastward thao 
Ihat o£tAeJf9^r^f,:and it inclines dmost 
tptkc noith ;froffl-Jlibirf3cm> fo meet /Atf 

'^vTherJ^dd Kassdl thicTapidit^of amoim- 
tainous st5idariit»attd preserves that charac- 
ter to the iast, ,«SEhibki^; Jiiaiiy |>e^^ 
Scenes of romantic beauty. From Pateley 
Bfiiigc^ nf>t for ftom its origin, it burici 
itself between deep hollows through JJid- 
dssdale, leavijii^ Rfpley on the left, and 
dashing ovw Ja-iXMigh bed of red rock to 
reach Knaresbb£oi2gh. Scrtven Park, the 
scat of Sir Thomas Slingsby, and the re* 
spectablc mansion of Yorkshire hospita* 
lity, occufttcs a fine position here, and is 
ttcmarkjtble for its well-judged approachi 
winding through a thick plantation, till 
it Beaches the lawn before the hous^. 
Farom one of the heights of this park^tho 
windings of thdMdd appc» to great ad* 
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vantage, ' as^ «Wd/- ^ss -fouftd^ ^Sir' JFhil 
C^feiH^^& |>ktai%S(|i:fe gi*^d& ifl ffefe lid* 
tew bdowy and more th^n half cncon:^^ 
paiss th€ bold fo^k dn whick t&e ancJient 
town of-feftaite»batotrgfe, -and the fr^* 
Itleilts of its castle bang suspenddd.:^ nil 
ihidL wood covers . thtt- ' oppdKta: dr ep 
bank, at the extremity of which is/th& 
singular hati^a]:Gniu>sifycaIiddihe drop- 
ping well. ThLi'^paiit of"the^ connirf 
abounds in objects wortlty of-k trefvtslld^'* 
attention; the groundsofFtoBftf^^whgpife 
wood, water, and tock ade nioetsingiiiari 
ly intermixed, being contiguous ; anithe 
sulphureous springs of ^Hanfogate xjn ii% 
mild heath, now the most cixiwded :ax[^ 
sort of gaiety in the noctiiv not faci dm 
tanL A£ber passing the thteie biri^es: of 
Rnaresborough, the Nidd exchanges its 
deep hollows fof a rich plain^ d^ingiushi 
ed by se^reral seats, in which k! meets 

thi Oust. ' • - !.'.:// 

.J The Yore or Ure' finds its sourca 
«l. the bprders of Westmoreland, in ttd 
northern^ mooars of Yorkshire, flowing first 
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eastward, and then inclining a little to the 
south to Rippon, from whence it turns 
again more eastward to Boroughbridge 
and Aldborough, soon after which it re- 
ceives the Swale from Richmond, both 
these rivers forming the Ouse. 

The Urey like the rivers lately described, 
is produced by a very rugged district, 
which at the head of Urc-dale, may be 
called even mountainous ; in its passage 
through Wensley-dale afterwards, near 
A^ngg, it assumesthe rapidity of amoun** 
fain torrent, fed by cataracts from the 
hills, and sometimes falling itself from a 
considerable height. Wensley-dale it-* 
self is a charming stripe of fertility en-> 
vironed by high moors, some of which 
start forward into the vale in the boldest 
shapes, one being (browned with the ruin 
ef Bokon Casde. Askrigg occupies the 
head, Middleham, with its castle, tbo 
centre, andMasham the extremity of thii 
Vidley ; after which the Ure h^OQtncs in^ 
gttljfed withia hrgher hills covered with 
woods, and pr^tnidipg Jn J>p]{4 rocks^ 
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forming a grand sweep, arid roaring over 
,a rbcky bed iniront of the romantic. steep 
grounds, wooded heights, and cataracts 
of HackfalL The proud display of Stud-; 
ley Royal, including the superb ruins of 
Fountain's Abbey, covers the neighbour-^ 
irig hills with the extended domain of its 
park, and highly-ornamented gardens; 
both these places, with the great estates 
surrounding them, belonging to the same 
amiable owner, Mrs. Allanson, whom ill 
health, alas! has long prevented from vi-. 
siting them. The Ure passes northward 
of the neat town of Rippon, whose an- 
cient rhinster appears to great advan* 
tage, when viewed from the high terrace 
of Studley ; and Newby Hall, the reposi- 
tory of the late Mr Wedddyi's curious 
collection of statues, occupies a flat above' 
the Ure J which now enters the great level 
of Yorkshire as it approaches Borougk-* 
bridge (where the north road crosses it 
over a handsome stone bridge), and the 
/neighbouring town of Aldborough, both 
of which abound in antiqtiitics. ^ 
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TriE Swale rises somewhat northr 
ward of the Ure, in the same wild range 
of moors, not far from Kirkby Stephen in 
Westmoreland. Its course is at first to 
the south-east, but it afterwards turns to 
the north-east to Richmond, from whence 
it pursues nearly its original direction to its 
junction with tfie lire. 

Though less than the Ure, this river is 
equally rapid, and Swale-dale is one of 
the most romantic districts in £ngland> 
surrounded by the wildest hills. Few 
views are more strikingly picturesque 
than those of this river, from the castle ' 
and church-yard of Richmond, which 
fine old town occupying the summit of 
a steep clifF, exhibits a striking object to 
the surrounding country. Even after it 
descends into the great plain of York- 
shire, flowing through Cattcrick bridge, 
where the Edinburgh road by Carlifle 
crosses it ; the Swale preserves much of 
its original rapidity till it becomes united 
witlj the Ure. 

The NoRTHiBRN Ous£ is formed by 
F 
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the junction of the Ure and the Swale, 
taking that name first near the village of 
Ouse-bum below Alborough. Its. course 
is nearly south-east to York, south to Ca- 
wood, where it turns with the JFhatfe 
agam to the south-east, and pursues that 
direction with various windings, till it 
meets the Trent , and constitutes theHum-^ 
her. 

. TM Oiise differs materially from the 
streams which contribute to form it, all 
their rapidity being lost at the time of 
their junction, as it does not assume its 
name till both the Ure and the Sk0ale, its 
first component rivers, have long tra- 
versed the great plain of Yorkshire. It 
is a dull fli^gish stream, like the Ouse 
of Bedfordshire, neither contributing to 
adorn the surrounding country, nor re* 
ceiving any beauty from it. A great city, 
abundant navigation, and various ports, 
with some striking remnants of Gothic 
architecture, mti&t here supply the ;want 
of romantic fcenery, and a jMcturesque 
landscape. The Nidd joim the Ome at 
7 
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Monkton^ a few miles before it reaches 
York, the second, city iii England in rank^ 
though inferior to many in trade and po- 
pulation. Its magnificent Cathedral, 
being the largest in England, and in the 
richegt stile of the ornamented Gothic, 
appears like a yast ship at sea, when 
viewed across the almost boundless le- 
vels which encompass it. The Ouse is 
here grossed by an ancient stone bridge, 
below which the navigation becomes 
very considerable, and the numerous 
churches of York, with the high build- 
ings of its castle, Jie spread along its 
lAor^ern bank for a great extent. The 
flat degenerates into a low sandy level, 
in ^me parts partaking of the^nature of 
a fen, after the river has passed the hand- 
some palace of Bishopthorpe, and ad- 
vanced to Cawood, where the Wharfe 
J9ins it. At Selby, a nc^t town of con- 
sid^^rable tpadc, a very curious vjroodpn 
bridge is thrown over the Ovse^ which is 
^ ccmstructed as to turn uppn grooves 
of iron, for tfc? purpose pf flowing the 
F i? 
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passage of large vessels. Selby church is 
a fine specimen of the ornamented Gothic^ 
but thatof Howden, about a mile norths 
ward of the river, though most part of it 
is in ruins, is greatly its superior ; the 
tower, in particular, is one of the high- 
est and richest in England, and the view 
it commands over the extensive flat which 
surrounds it, is almost \vithout end. This 
may be called the sink of Yorkshire, the 
country (though enclosed) being deep 
and occasionally sandy, almost without a 
mole-hill to distinguish it, except where 
the moors are faintly visible at a great 
distance, skirting the western horizon, 
the Wolds near Market Weighton and 
Beverley, appearing fomewhat nearer in 
the north-east, and the high grounds of 
Lincolnshire beyond the Trent in the 
south-east. Through this immense, and 
uninteresting flat, the Ouse rolls its broad 
muddy stream in variotis windings with- 
out beauty, being crossed by several in- 
convenient ferries, which form the only 
communication o^er it below Selby. It 
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receives the Aire above Howden, and soon 
afterwards is considerably increased by 
the accession of the Derwetit from the 
northi which is produced by the union of 
three streams originating in the eastern 
moors not far from Pickering, and Helms- 
ley, one of which washes the sequestered 
walls of Rivaulx abbey, flowing beneath 
the proud terraces of Duncombe park. 
Lord Carlisle's grand display of Castle 
Howard lies a few miles westward of this 
stream, which enters the Wolds, having 
then^ united its branches, at the neat 
town of Malton, and defcends through 
them southward, falling into the great 
level about six miles eastward ^f York, 
and meeting the^ Ouse^ now considcraMy 
increased in width, a few miles before its 
great junction with th^ Trent. 

The Humber is thus constituted, that 
most considerable aestuary in the north of 
Englsmd, uniting 3o many ^reat streams, 
and transporting such various articles of 
commerce to and from the western side 
ofYorkshirc and Lancashire. Nature now, 

F3 
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as if invited by this broad sheet of water, 
exalts itself from the level it had reposed 
in, and the rival shores of Yorkshire and 
Lincolnshire, rise for a w^hile into bold 
hills, from which this great arm of the 
se'4 h finely overlooked. Hessle, from 
whence a ferry is constituted to Barton, 
occupies a charming emiilehce, and the 
drive from thence across the hills, towards 
i3ic Wolds, is delightfully pleasant ; com-^ 
manding the handsome town of Beverley, 
with its elegant Gothic minster in a rich 
vdc bdow> and the* flourishing port of 
Hull, whose fine old church, and numer- 
ous buildings, appear enveloped in smokfJ, 
and fencompassed with a crowd of ship- 
ping, while the whole expanse between 
Yorkshire and Lincolnshire is filled by 
the broad mirror of the Humber. The 
little Rher Hull, defcending from the 
Eastern edge of the Wolds, tiot far below 
Drififeld, and flowing southward princi- 
pally, contributes to form the port at its 
jUttctioA with ihe Humher, which is ad- 
flrttil^^bly constructed, the town accord-. 
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ingly be^wmg the name of |^ings|»n 
upon Hull ^clow this place the coujijtry 
again sinks into 4 ley^l, int^rojixcd with 
fens ; the shores of th? Hurphcr reccing 
considerably from each othpr, aftfsir n^f- 
rowing for ^ whilp at its ti,irn to the soijth^ 
east, where Holderne^, in Yprkshire, 
with its two towns of Headpn ^nd Pa- 
tringtpn, extends over a large tract of 
level country, distinguished for its ferti- 
lity, and marked by thp two secluded 
towns before mentioned, At the extre- 
mity of this district, it contr^Qts into a 
small neck of land; farming fi cuprc in 
the sea towards the south-west, which 
spreading into a little circular peninfula, 
bears the name of Spumhead, and is 
crowned with a light-house, immediately 
opposite to the port of Grimsby in Lin- 
colnshirC; so reaching the mouth of the 
Humber. Sunk island is formed amidst 
the sands on the Yorkshire side. 

The coasjt of Yorkshire, from its ex- 
treme southern point, does not elevate it- 
self at ^1 froni the level just described, 
F4 
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till it has passed the little port of Horn- 
sea, and approaches the quay of Brid- 
lington, how become a fashionable sea- 
bathing place. The Wdds here advance 
towards the coast, and soon start forward 
in thehigh promontory of Flamborough 
Head, whose white perpendicular cliffs 
protrude themselves far into the German 
ocean, forming a beacon to this part of 
tlic Yorkshire coast. Scarborough, the 
gay resort of the north during the sum- 
raier season, lies somewhat higher, being 
remarkable for the boldness of its shore, 
and the height of the cliffs on which 
its castle, not unlike that of Dover, is 
placed. 

A range of bleak and barren moors, in- 
terspersed with a few harrow stripes of 
fertility, extends over the whole country, 
north of Scarborough, to the coast, one 
deep hollow of which, formed by a small 
river, is occupied by the port of Whitby, 
united by a draw-bridge. The abbey on 
the^top of the hill to the south, is a no- 
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ble ruin, and the new buildings on the 
upper part of the town, to the north, are 
handsome, commanding a fine sea-vieyv. 
Uninterrupted moors extend again to the 
north, till they sink into the pleasant and 
fertile district of Cleveland, bounded by 
a variety of bold hills, of which the py- 
ramidical height of Rosemary-topping is 
most conspicuous. Stockcsley, a place 
of considerable trade, and Guiseborough, 
with the fine remains of its abbey, lur- 
rounded by well-formed walks, are the 
two towns in this charming tract, which 
abounds also in seats and villages, open- 
ing to the sea in several hollows. Towards 
the northern extremity of the coast, as it 
turns towards the west from Whitby, the 
little ports of Redcar and Cottam are 
ple^isantly situated, commanding great 
part of the opposite shore of Durham, 
beyond Hartlepool, which place, wi^h 
its high church, here forms a conspicu- 
ous object, stretching far into the large 
bay formed opposite to Yorkshire. Near 
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the centre of this expanse, the large River 
Tees makes its exit with great dignity, 
dividing the pounties of Yorkshire and 
Durham, and bearing the trade of Stock- 
ton, which is its only port, into the Ger- 
man ocean. 
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CHAPTER V, 

Rivers of Durham — ^ThcTees,TheWcarc, 
and The Defwent> Coast of Durham — 
Rivers of NorthumberlanJ^^The Tyne, 
The Blythe, The Coquet?," Thfc Alnc, 
and The Till— Coast of Northumher- 

. land — Boundary Rivers between^ 'Eng- 
land and Scotiand^TlxcTvnot and The 
Tweed. 

The Tees rises in those vast moors 
which separate Yorkshire from Durham, 
Cumberland, Weftmoreland, and Nor- 
thutaberlattd. Its course is at first rather 
inclined to ^he south-east, but beneath 
Darli^igttfi;! it turns abruptly to the north- 
east, and fkWs into the sea below Stock- 
tott in Durham, which may be called its 
port. 

The mountains from which the Tees 
derives its origin, are gigantic, and Tees- 
dale presents a long winding stripe offer- 
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tility, surrounded by sopie of the wild- 
est districts in the kingdom. This ex- 
traordinary valley is more than thirty 
miles in length, w^ll sprinkled with vil- 
lages, with the little town of Middleton 
near its centre, and Barnard Castle, at its 
eastern extremity. The river itself assi- 
milates throughout with its external at- 
tendants, of rocks, moors, and niountains, 
being broad, shallow, and rapid, frequent- 
ly ravaging the valley with its inunda- 
tions, and precipitating itself in vaft ca- 
taracts. It is here crossed by an extraor- 
dinary foot bridge suspended by iron 
chains, after which, buried within deep 
rocks, aJnd steep wooded banks, it almost 
encircles the ancient town of Barnard 
Caslle, dashing, through its long bridge 
beneath the walls of its castle ; afterwards 
it enters a, deep dell beneath the Abbey 
of J^gglestone^ tearing its way with rapi- 
dity through the rich domain of Rokeby, 
below which it receives the Greta from 
Yorkshire, and another small stream from 
the moors of Durham, forming a fine 
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feature in the highly ornamented terri- 
tory which surrounds the majestic walls 
and towers of Raby Castle, and the ele- 
gantly-disposed grounds of Mr. Wane at 
Sellaby. The Tees still preserves its cha- 
racter, as it divides Durham from York- 
shire for a great distance, presenting a 
striking and romantic object, from which 
ever side it is viewed. The flourishing 
toWn of Darlington, with its high spire^ 
lies a few miles above its northern bank 
in Durham, and Stockton in the same 
county, exhibits a street, with a large 
market house in its centre, which for 
width and regularity, is surpassed by no 
country town in England. The Tees is 
here crossed by a magnificent stone 
bridge, and being now afFedcd by the 
tide, admits ships of considerable burden. 
The Weare finds its source in the 
same wildrs^nge of moors which produce 
the TeeSj but considerably to the north 
of that river, its course is almost parallel 
with it, bearing at first to the south-east, 
and at Bishops Auckland, turning to the 
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north-east ; after nearly surrounding the 
city of Durham^ it flows northward to 
Chester le Street, and then inclines a lit- 
tle towards the east, to reach its port of 
Sunderland. 

The Weare may be called a miniature 
oithe TeeSi much resembling that river 
in character, though greatly its inferior 
in width and rapidity. Weare-dale is, 
(like Tees'dale) a very wild and romantic 
district, yet pleasantly interspersed with 
villages, headed by the market town of 
Wolsingham. Emerging from these re- 
cesses, the Weare flow^ boldly beneath the 
town of Bishops Auckland, and below 
the pwk of that princely territory, which 
many successive bishops of Durham have 
contributed to embellish as the principal 
residence ofthat rich and powerful see. The 
fM'esent Bishop, enabled by a fortune su- 
perior to moat of his predecessors, has 
made considerable improvements and ad<- 
ditionsy with tafte and liberality ; which 
appear to great advantage, in descending 
from the lodges opening from the Durham 
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road, where the venerable pile of the Go- 
thic Chapel exalts itself above the nume- ^ 
rous more modem buildings, fronted by 
ail extensive portico in an appropriate 
taste, 7fe fFeare buries its winding 
course in deep dales, till it is arrested by 
the high circular hill which is crowned 
by "the majeftic Cathedral, and stately 
Castle of Durham, from whence the city 
descends in steep "winding streets to its 
three bridges, which terminate in long 
iuburbs. A more singular position for 
the capital of a county can hardly be 
imagined, and the effect of these vast 
objects, from their elevated situation, is 
wonderfully striking ; but the streets ^e 
mostly narrow, steep, and inconvenient 
Almost the wiiole svimmit is covered by 
the Cathedral and its two doses, (mc of 
which contains the superb residences of 
the Dean and Chapter, the other being 
appropriated to the Bishop. The County 
Hall is within his great precincts, and the 
majestic towers of his almost regal castle, 
overhang the Weare proudly fi-om the sum- 
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mit of a perpendicular rock. It contains 
many noble apartments, and would make 
a distinguished figure, were the same taste 
and spirit which has adorned Bishops 
Auckland fo fuccessfully, extended to 
this majestic pile, but of late (though 
kept in sufficient repair) it has been rarely 
inhabited, except on public occasions, by 
its Prince Palatine. The steep and wood- 
ed banks of the Weare present some very 
pleasant walks, as it encompasses Durham, 
and exhibit much romantic fcenery about 
Mr. Garr's neighbouring'^ seat at Cocken. 
The stately pile of Lumley Castle, after- 
wards overlooks it, and its exit to the sea, 
near the crowded port of Sunderland, is 
graced with an iron bridge, matchlefs in 
its design and architefture, beneath which 
vessels in full sail may pass. 

The Derwent rises northward of 
the Weare in the same range of the Dur- 
ham moors, and at first pursues an east- 
earn diredion, which afterwards inclines 
more to the north, as it advances towards 
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the Tyne^t the southern border of Nor- 
thumberland, a little above Newcastle. 

The short courfe of this river has no- 
thing verjr striking in it, being at first 
wild and mountainous, and afterwards 
forming a valley, which encreases in cul- 
tivation, and at last becomes environed 
with coal works. Gibsidc, the old seat 
of the Straithmore family, and AxwcU 
park, decorated with much taste by the 
late Sir Thomas G|avering, are near the 
banks of this stream, nor is Ravens worth 
Castle far distant. 

The coast of Durham is flat for some 
distance from the mouth' of the Tees^ 
where the modem public place of Seaton 
has risen into consequence, and eclipsed 
its deserted rival of Hartlepool. An xm- 
wholesome marsh surrounds the latter 
place, which is in a state of much decay, 
but it^forms a fine object from the sea 
and the Yorkshire coast, owing to the 
-bold figure of its church, and its promi- 
nent position; an undulating range of hills 
ensues, among which Mr. Burdon has 
G 
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formed his fine place of Castle Eden; but 
the coast beyond Sundei4and is bleak and 
dreary to the point where the opposite 
townsofNorthand SouthShieldsexalt their 
woty heads, and the bold ruin of Tyne** 
mouth Castle marks the exit of the Tyne. 

The Ttne of Northumberland origi- 
nates in two considerable ftreams, of which 
{the -southern) rises in two branches not 
far from the source of the Tees in Durham, 
lowing northward, a little inclined to the 
West by Aldstone, after which it tums 
eastward to meet the North Tyne, which; 
rising in the moors of Northumberland, 
cloge to the borders of RoJcburghshire iri 
Scotland, and joined by the Reed below 
Bellingham; pursues a south-west course 
till it joins its southern colleague. Botli 
the branches being thus united, this great 
river takes an eastward direction, and at 
la^turnififtg a little towards the north, dis* 
charges itself into the 'sea, beneath the 
walls of Tywemouth Castle. 

Highly mcruntainons in ite origin, the 
courfe oi each branch of the Tyne is tmly 
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wild and romantic ; and Tyne-dale may 
vie with Tees- dale . in natural beauty, 
though it becomes greatly its superior irt 
cultivation. Aldstone, covers the whok 
surrounding country with its works fteaf 
the head of the South Tyne, and Belling* 
ham stands as far retired towards the head 
of the northern branch ; the considerable 
town of Hexham, which may be called 
the.a^ital of Tyne-dale, occupying a ceii* 
tral spot near their junAion. The Tyne^ 
thus eiatcre^ed, flows proudly through' a 
vale full of riches and manu&cturcs to 
Newcastle, the flouiishing port and capi* 
tal of Northumberland, as well as the 
great emporium .of the northern coal- 
trade. The streets of this town were for- 
merly wonderfully steep, narrow, and in^ 
<3anvenient; but great improveriients have 
taken place of iate, and more are meditat- 
ed. The iinofce of the numerous works 
and surrounding collieries, fomcwhat de- 
faces the buildings of this place ; but the 
quay, where the mansion-house and ex- 
^angc arc situated, makes a very re- 
Gz 
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speftablc appearance, and the spire of the 
great chxirch of St, Nicholas, springing 
from four light Gothic arches, is a beau- 
tiful objeft. A long stone bridge here di- 
vides the counties, separating Newcastle 
from the opposite town of Gateshead in 
Durhafn, and ships of moderate burden 
can come up to it ; but the towns of 
North and South Shields are the proper 
ports of the Tyne. Its aestuary presents a 
beautiful object to the high hills on either 
side, being crowded with vessels, and 
winding in 'great reaches between high 
banks, which are every where covered 
with fplendid villas, belonging to the 
opulent merchants of Newcastle ; nor is 
its exit to the sea. less striking, where the 
bold ruin of Tynemouth Castle projects 
on the summit of a lofty cliff, terminat- 
ing the northern shore abruptly. 

The Blythe and The Wen^beck 
are two small rivers of Northumberland, 
north 'of the Tyne, flowing . niearly east- 
ward from the centre of that country to 
the sea. The port of Blythe, famous for 
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its coal trade, is near the mouth of the 
former river, and principally belongs to 
Sir Matthew White Ridley, whose hos- 
pitable seat of Blagdon makes a hand- 
some appearance from two elegant mo- 
dern lodges, which form its approach 
from the north road. Seaton Delaval, 
one of the heaviest buildings of Sir John 
Vanbrugh's construction, lies somewhat 
lower on the coast, sorrounded by col- 
lieries. The Wensheck passes the neat town 
of Morpeth in its way to the sea, but 
neither of these rivers have any distin- 
guishing features. 

The Coquet rises, near the eastern 
border of Roxburghshire, but within the 
limit of Northumberland, flowing south- 
east, till somewhat below Rothbury, and 
turning to the north-e^st to reach the sea 
atWarkworth. 

This is a gentle river, flowing through 
a pleasant country for the latter part of 
^its course ; the Hermitage of Warkworth 
on its banks is a singular building, being 
perhaps the only one of that description 

^3 
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in England, which is in high ptescrva* 
tion. Warkworth Castle is ,a magnifi*-, 
cent ruin, and was capable of having been 
Jti^de* a superb residence by the late Duke 
x)f Northumberland, had he not preferred 
Alnewick ; it overlooks the sea and the 
iuoi^h of the Coquet very finely. 

The Alne rises north of the Coquet^ 
pvTrsuing nearly a parallel direction, but 
is ^ smaller river, nor isits course so long. 
Its only greit objects are placed in \ tht 
^-extended t^rritoiy of the Duke of Nor^ 
thmmberland, St the entrance of v^^hich 
the lofty building called Brisley Tovver, 
environed by thick plantations, overlooks 
>all the northern part of the wild county 
pf Northumberland, including the bold 
range of Cheviot hills on the north-west, 
close to the Scottish border. The jilne 
then enters a charming valley beneath the 
ivied walls of Hulne Abbey, which 
winds delightfully between lawns, woods, 
and groups of trees and cottages, admi- 
rably disposed. From these monastic and 
^ rustic recesses, the river emerges into a 
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specious park, widened cau^deiably by 
^rt, and gliding through the arches of a 
fine Castellan bridge, is proudly over-^ 
looked by the namerpus tx>.w€rs^ and l©lty 
citadel of Alnewick Castle, the superb 
seat of the Northumberland family. This - 
na^'estic pile, nxostly rebuilt by the late 
Duke, may boast a degree of regal splen- 
dour; and though somre what toc^gaiidily 
fitted up within, exhibits a noble range 
of apartments, and pre^enjts a most strik-^ 
ing object to the neighbourhood, Th« 
fOMotry sqrroiwwiing the jil'n&h afterwatdai 
far iiom pleasant, and that stream meets 
the sea at its little port of AlnemoutJu 

The Till is a considerable stream^ 
being the last of the rivers of Niyrthuiji- 
berland, rising somewhat south of the 
Cheviot hills, and fed by various springs 
from that wild expanse,, as it encompasses 
it at a considerable distance. Its courses 
i^ first tQ the east, and afterwards, yrith 
a great sw^p aad various windings, to thje 
n^rth- west, till it falls into the Tweed be^ 
low CoJfphilh The Till forms for itself 

G4 
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a pleasant valley in the midst of a rude 
encircling waste, and its banks are adorned 
with several villages and some seats. 

The coast of Northumberland, for a 
considerable distance northward of New- 
castle, is covered with collieries ; nor has 
it any thing remarkable beyond the ob-^ 
jects already described, except a small 
island at the mouth of the Coquet y till 
Bamborough Castle, the seat of Bishop 
Crewe's excellent charityfor ship- wrecked 
seamen, projects far into the sea, on the 
summit of a bold pronjontory. The cluster 
of the Farn Isles lies a little to the north, 
and Holy Island, on which are some me-* 
morable ecclesiastical remains of antiqui- 
ty, is between them and the mouth of 
the Tweedy which is a little bwalow Ber-? 
wick. 

The Tiviot and The Tweed may 
properly be called the boundary rivers be- 
tween England and Scotland, though 
they certainly appertain more strongly to 
the latter country ; nor does the Tiviot in- 
deed pass at all through Englajr^d. Its 
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source is in the wild hills not far from' 
Mosspaul Inn on the Carlisle road, in the 
centre of Roxburghshire, where it flows , 
almost northward to Hawick, inclining 
afterwards more towards the cast, riiet by 
the JeddiVidi the Kaky till it joins the Tweed 
near Kelso. The short course of this ra- 
pid stream, after its exit from the hills, is 
through the beautiful and highly-roman- 
ticdistrictofTiviot-dale,profusely adorned 
with seats, and well sprinkled with villa-t 
ges. The town of Hawick, on the north 
road, occupies a charming spot over the 
river at the entrance of that district; and 
Jedburgh, with its ancient abbey, lies on 
the hills, about two miles above its centre, 
where the bridge of Ancram is built over 
it. The junction of the Tiviat with tJie 
Tweedy 3, little southward of Kelso, forms 
a, charming fcene ; and Fleurs, the ele- 
vated seat of the Duke^of Roxburgh, no 
where appears to so much advantage, as 
from the high bank above the point ot 
fhcir union. 

The Tweed finds its distaht origin in 
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the mounUiuous disteiqt, which unites 
the counti^ of Ayr, Dumfries, ayad Poch 
bks, in Scotland, somewhat northward 
of the qekhjiatcd springs of Moffatt; its 
course is north-e^t to Peebks, whf^e k 
makes a compass to the^ south-east, re^ 
cciving the Yarrow and E7ttrkk Waters 
80cm aftei tibeir junction near Selkurk^ 
smiting with the Ttvtat at Kcbo, and thw 
Till at Cornhill, and falUng into the sea 
bdow Berwick, 

Nothing can be more wild and dreary 
than the early course of this great river> 
as it is led by innumerable torrents from 
the bare hills it divides, and seems to col- 
lect its forces in the pleasant vale in which 
its first town, Pfeebles, is situated, bear- 
ing the appropriate name of Tweedak* 
After this, the country throughout con- 
tinues rude and bleak, except on the 
immediate banks of the Tweedy that river 
forming here, for a great distance, the 
principal boundary between England and 
Scotland, and the surrounding tracts on 
each side having been for ages the theatre 
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of disputes, national contests, and mu- 
tual hostilities. Marks of their ravages may 
still be traced, and much of the country- 
contiguous to the Tw^ed ^^pjcars more 
neglected than the interior districts ; yet 
IS it now gradually emeiging from thi^ 
rcllpse, ^nd the Scottish side in particu- 
ias rifies rapidly in cultivation, omamdnt, 
^nd improvement. A little below Sel- 
kirk, the beautiful remains of Melrose 
Abbey strongly arrest the attention of the 
traveller, and the "Ptveedh soon afterwards 
crossed by a handsome modem edifice of 
the Flybridge, leading from Jedburgh by 
a new road to Edinburgh; The Duke 
of Roxburgh's numerous plantations and 
superb mansion, adorn the part of Twee- 
dale above Kelso, whose abbey and bridge 
are striking objects. Coldstream also is 
pleasantly situated on the Tweed some- 
what lower, with a stately stone bridge; 
and an antient one of great length, con- 
nects the suburb of Tweedmouth with 
the fortified town of Berwick, which 
graces the northern shore of this river at 
its exit to the sea. • i 
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CHAPTER VI. 

C^ast of Scotland from Berwick on Tweed 
to /^ Firth of Forth^i?/^;^^, of Scot- 
land north of the Tweed ^nd the Tiyiot 

^ — Course and General Character of the 
Forth and its auxiliary streams, with the 
grand display of Edinhtirgh from its 
Firth— The Lcven and Eden of Fife- 
shire, and the Coast of that County from 
the Firth of Forth to the Firth of Tay 
— ^The Tay of Perthshire, and its compo- 
nent streams'— its Lake and Firth— i?/- 
vers of Angus — ^The South and North 
Esk — ^The Bervie of Kincardine-^Ri^ 
vers of Aberdeenshire— r-The Dee, The 
Don, The Yethan and Ugie--The 
Deveron of Bamjfshire — ^The Spey — 
The Findhom— The Nairn. , 

The first part of the coast of Scotland, 
ascending northward from the bounds 
of Berwick, which form a small separate 
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district between South and North Britain, 
is by no means interesting, the borders 
having been long neglected for the same 
reasons which prevailed in the lower parts 
of Tweed-dale. The dreary moor of 
Coldingham covers the northern part of 
this wild expanse, through which the Ad- 
der pursues a south-east direction to join 
the Tweed near its mouth, and the Bye 
terminates its short circular course to the 
north, at Eyemouth. Descending from 
these heights, to the curious bridge rest- 
ing in the deep dell of the Peasey on a 
pillar of enormous height, all the riches 
of the Lothians display themselves in 
^reat profusion, as we approach Dunbar ; 
after which, the coast forms a bay, to re- 
ceive tJte little river Tyne from Hadding- 
ton, terminating ia the rock of the Bafs 
Ifland, a little eastward of North Ber- 
wick, and marking the mouth o( the great 
Firth of Forth. ' 

The Forth is the first river of much 
note northward of the Tweed, and per- 
haps the most important of any in Scot- 
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and the great Canal from the Clyde joins 
it, transporting the rich manufactures of 
Paisley and Glasgow, and the trade of 
the western sea. The forges of Borro- 
stoness,j5omewhat below the fine remains 
of Linlithgow palace, front the ivied walls 
of Culross Abbey, on the opposite side of 
the expanded basin, a little below the 
point where /A^ u4v^ descends from the 
south into the Forth, which beneath Iri- 
verkeithing is narrowed consideraUy by 
a prompntory from the north, where the 
great pass of the Queen s Ferry is esta- 
blished, about three miles below the 
high terrace and superb mansion of Hope- 
ton. The Forth immediately afterwards 
spreads into a vast arm of the sea, as it 
sweeps between receding shores, beneath 
the groves of Barnbugle, and receiving the 
Almond frdm the south, approaches Lcith, 
the grand and crowded port of Edin- 
burgh. 

The Leven and The Eden are the 
only streams of note in Fifeshire, and 
neither of them very remarkable, the 
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course of each being short. The Leven 
falls into the mouth oithe Firth ofForth^ 
flowing eastward from Lochleven, a bare 
pool liirrounded by high naked hills, and 
distinguished by an island containing the 
castle in which Queen Mary was con* 
fined. The neat town of Kinross, with 
its stately mansion house, covers the high 
bank .on the western fide of the lake. 
Fifeshire abounds in fertile plains, well 
sprinkled with small towns and villages, 
among vvhich the moft conspicuous are 
Falkland, noted for the fine ruin of its 
palace,'*and Cupar^ the handsome county 
town of Fife. The Eden rising in the 
central parts of Fifeshire, and watering 
these rich -plains, pafles beneath Cupar, 
.arid discharges itself into the sea, some- 
what northward of St. Andrews. 

The coast of Fifeshire h for the most 
part bolder than the interior country, 
stretching in a broad semicircle from the 
Firth of Forth to that of Toy, and com- 
manding thofe great aestuaries in high^ 
perfeftiori. On the former are the towns 
H 
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^nd Kinghom, oppo(»l)e to hciiii mki 
EdinbiMrgb, and 00 the tetter, Woodti^^ 
yen fronts the great port of Dundee *p- 
<:xo&4be'Tqy. The eastern coast is steoog- 
ly marked with bold ro^ks opposbig ^ 
te)»pert^ou3 se?, on one of which the 
mystic nuns^ an4 collegia gr^deyx 
of St. Andiye w^ sta»d elevaticdi* 

The I'at finds ks source. in the cea- 
trai part of the Western Hi^hmidb, -whett 
the extremity of Perthshire . borders kms 
Argylcshire, in a very wlld^ elevated, and 
fnonntainous district. It flows towards 
the soizth-^east by Tyndrum to Criealar- 
fich, and then makes a cwrve to the 
Aordi-east as it pefvades the valley of 
Glendoduirt^ pursuing the same directom 
to form its gmot lake between Killin and 
Tjiymouth^ at the Ibrtner of wfaiph places 
it is joined fay the Lochy from the nordi>- 
weat^andahtdebelowthe latter by theiMn 
from the west. It dien makes a oonsi^ 
derabk compass by the norths and^ »Met*- 
ing the Tup$ei ^(bending in that difcc*- 
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tion> pursues a soutiiward coiar^e witii it 
to Dunkeld, vrhtrc tke Braan from the 
south-west falis into it. Its tendency ii 
then eastward, till it meets the Ish from 
the north-east, soon after the junftion of 
that river with tke Jsrdk from the nortk-^ 
west. The Toy, thus reiiiforcmi, malces 
a ra^id cufrc hy the West to the soutb^ 
till it reaches P^rth, and beneath the 
rock of Kinnoul turns a^ua to the sootb* 
cast. The Marne from the west joiw it 
near Newburgh, and it then &>tmsi it9 
FiftAy turning tq the i^rth-e«iBty but afte# 
it has {yassed Duiiiiee^ inclines oik^ ttf6tt 
to the south-easty to miik&i^s «xit to th« 
sea. ' 

The Tc^ i» one of the ttiost eonsidtei^ 
ble and beautiful riv^s in our ifland, tra- 
ve^iing the whok grea* cminty of Perth; 
amidst the ^cheist diirtfiets of the middle 
rwige of ScotlaAd> asid forming itself the 
pDindepal cn-namei:^ to soms of dbe wxaA 
romantic toatTts in natore. Its aouree t» 
m oaii? of the bigheist attd wiMefit emi^ 
n^ces ki the westeand Hi^vtdi, from 
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whence it rushes with a singularly cha* 
racScristic rapidity, through the gloomy 
hollow of Glendochart, or the Vde of Af- 
fliction, where it forms a small lake^ 
with a bare illand and a castle, which 
might serve for the abode of ni^lancholy- 
The pleasant little town of Kill in is de^ 
lightfuUy situated some miles lower, on 
a neck of lind between the two points, 
where the placid i(7cAy and the rapid 
?iy^ strongly contrasting each other ia 
character, fedW^ the great cxpanfe of wa- 
ter called Xroc^ T^ay. Lofty mountains 
surround this charniing lake, encircling a 
wooded, popultfHs, and well-cultivated 
district ; two- good roads pervade the 
whole, on eminences overhanging each side 
of the water, and commarvl every spe- 
cies of the sublime and beautiful in land- 
scape. These scenes are varied happily 
by the three great turns of hoch Tay^ the 
last of which discloses all the ornament- 
ed territory of Taymotith, whose groves 
sweep' the whole horizon, stretching 
across the plaia at the bottom of the lake 
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from the heads of two opposite - moun- 
tains, and interspersed with many con- 
spicuous buildings. The ^Tay makes its 
exit from the lake through the handsome 
stone bridge of Kenmore, the church of 
which village stands finely exalted on an 
eminence looking directly down Loch 
Toy. 

This river, now greatly increased by 
the junction of tfie Lion from its pleasant 
.dale, but still preserving all its original 
rapidity, rolb in majestic state between 
the rich groves of Taymouth, and at 
Aberfeldie is crofled by a large stone 
bridge, built by General Wade when the 
military roads were formed, and graced 
with a very classic Latin inscription. The 
Tumely lately enlarged by the waters of 
tJie Carrie tumbling from the highly im- 
proved district of the Plair of Athol, 
through the hollow pass of Killicninky^ 
meets the Toy below the romantic spot 
of Faskally, which after paiTes through a 
finely pastured and well-timbered vale to 
Dunkeld, the venerable remains of whose 
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abbey present a fine object dose to the 
^qy, and in the mid$t of the Duke of 
Athol's numerous plantations. High 6b^ 
trading hills direct its winding course i^ 
its exit firom the Highlands beneath the 
scanty remains of the celebrated wood 
of Birnam, from whence the ruined for- 
trefs of Dunsinane is seen at a consider- 
able distance across the plain. 

The Tay here makes a considerable 
circuit to meet the hla froto Angus, aixd 
then descending beneath the ancient pa- 
lace of Scone, to the fine city of Perth, 
passes under the aiK^hes of its noble bridge, 
and sweeps in a bold semicircle round the 
rock of KinnouL opposite to the hill of 
Moncrieffe, where the Roman .legions, 
struck with astonishment at the grandeur 
of the fc?ue before them, suddenly halted 
^nd cried, " Ecce Tiberim." The Earne 
dcscend3 a little below this spot from 
Crieffe, and beneath the elevated pile of 
Drummond Castle, adorns the fertile vale 
of Straith Earne, through which its course 
is parallel with the, Tay, till the two ri- 
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v«^ jidiit neat Ndwbt^l^k Thfusbfofiih^ 
that vaft aestuary eali4d* the Firth $f Taf^ 
at «ke ^e^ of which efie im^rtai^t and 

a ^Onsidcntble e«&«ett6^ ; fhhFirWp^Hf' 
rows cotlsidisiably as k a|>^roabhes its 
exit, and faik into the sea faiemeatb thd 
waife of Bronghty CastJc. 

.The North and^ So^utu Es«. aro thfe 
nrers^ of Angi^. Both* these s&eaisES'rtse^ 
in the Grao^ian hills, whiohr foi^n^a^^ent* 
trsd rid^e in this part of the ifland, ter-* 
raidiafiing m the eastern sea near Aber- 
deen. They are both rapid riveirsy though 
short in their course, She South Esk flow^ 
ing eastward bctieadi the high eminence 
orownM with the spires' of Brechin, axid 
imder Sir David Carnegie's w€ll-planted 
territory of Kinnaird with its superb' man- 
sion^ and expanding into a large basin at 
last in front of the handsome town of 
^^ntrose, before it reache^^ the sea. The 
course of *A^ N(?r/A^JSii is through a wild- 
er district, as^it divide^- the counties of 
Angus and Kincardine, inclining to the 
H4 
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south-east, and falling into the sea a few 
miles north of Montrose. 

The Bervie is the only proper river 
in Kincardineshire ; the Dee of Aberdeen- 
shire forming its northern boundary, and 
the North Esk of Angus its southern. 
This river rises also in the Grampian hills, 
but soon emerging from them, takes its 
course chiefly towards the south, with 
considerable windings. The country it 
traverses is rude, bare, and unequal, nor 
is the stream itself considerable ; on its 
southern shore is the small town and port 
of Inver-bervie in a little bay opening to 
the sea. 

The Dee and The Don arc the two 
grejit rivers of Aberdeenshire, enclosing 
between them the two towns of New and 
Old Aberdeen. 

The Dee rises at the western extremi- 
ty of the Grampian hills, near the borders 
of Invemess-shire, andinterfects the whole 
chain of that mountainous district in its 
course to the sea, which tends aJ most in- 
variably eastward. '- 
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The country encircling this fine river 
in the early part of its progress, is i)iron- 
derfuUy b6ld and romantic, especially 
about the Castle-Town of Brae-Marr, 
and the wells of Pannanach, where the 
heights are clbathed with vast forests of 
pines. The D<?(? afterwards forms a more 
expanded valley, as it crosses the northern 
corner of Kincardineshire, and Te-enter?- 
ihg Aberdeenshire, pasises under thfj arches 
of a noble bridge, a few miles before it 
falls into the sea, on the south side of New 
Aberdeen. 

The Dm finds its origin in the Gram- 
pians, somewhat northward oithe Dee at 
Brae-Mar, on the borders of BanfF-shire, 
near Cock-bridge, pursuing a course ra- 
ther inclined to the north-east, till it 
meets the Urii from the north-west, a 
little below Inverurie, from whence it 
flows to the south-west with various 
windings, till it reaches the sea, somewhat 
northward of Old Aberdeen. 

The Don is throughout a very rapid and 
romantic river, buried within its deep 
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banks^ and traurcrsiixg one of fih^ \/^clest 
distiicta in Scotland' ; the mighty roiri (^i 
Kildruatic Caistlc frowns over its nof di^Jttv 
shore^ and it afiBCTwards^ padses- by the 
tawnsr of MoaiyTWuflcand KinitoFe, preserr- 
ing iltsorigind: char2K:ta tothe l^settr ; evoyas^ 
it aTpproadresi idbe sea^ it itmiaitiB^enclcfiBed 
inadcep h»]ll!o(vr^ng«»i witbbrush^i^^ 
where a sici^lar Indd^ of one pomtexk 
ascir crosses it; Thk ri^vor is^ lUBtt ndvigat^ 
biev and its capital of Old Aberdeen (now 
onl^ celebcatedi foir its Umvensit^) Has'' 
yielded to the more modern conscqiiem^e 
ef ks! sdiddaemtneigyxiTifir^ whicb the. li^ge 
flousiahkig.porb of ^e Lkre has enriched 
wiith gimiMt: comm^cM adrantages^ 

The YBTKAiN and Tre Ugie aw 
the two northern riv^s of Aberdfeenshif e, 
Ifhe foriwf descending from the north- 
w^cst» by EUeOii to the coast below Ncfw- 
boi^^ and the latter pui^uk^ nearly an- 
aa$txwaiEd coucse, till it mget^the. sea;% 
little northward of Peterhead. Neither 
^ thdso. rivessfis dtsting^shable: for any 
pj^snliar featefie9> iAm desceat of hotitt be- 
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ing through a dreary and uninteresting 
wild* 

' The De vehon rises in the mountain^ 
ous districts of Banfishire^ not far from 
the source of tfu Don, dividing that coun^ 
tj from Aberdeenshire throughout ; its 
course is very windings inclining princi- 
pally to the north-east, but turning sud<- 
denly to the south-^east to meet the Bogii 
near Huntley. It then sesames ite ori^- 
nal direi^on, making a great con^ass to 
the east by Tureff, from whence it flows 
chiefly to the north-west, till it Mb into 
the sea at Banff. 

This is a very rapidand beautiful river, 
with high wooded banks^ m the nnd^ of 
a wild and bare country ; the omameartr- 
ed grounds around the stately fabric of 
DufF-housc, belonging to th^Ead of Fife, 
extend for a great way about its banks, 
where it is crossed by a fine stone bridge 
of one aix:h. Soon afterwards it reaches 
the bold hill on which the handsome town 
of Banff is situated, rising abruptly over 
the sea near the naouth oitiie Deveron. 
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The Spey. is by far the most rapid 
river yet defcribed, rising in the centre 
of those rocks and frightful precipices, 
with which X the vast mountain of the 
Coriaraich is environed, in the wilds of 
the northern highlands of Invernefs-shire. 
A small lake conceals its source, from 
whence, with various windings, it pur- 
sues a north-east direction, gradually ver- 
ging more and more towards the north, 
till it reaches the sea below Fochabers. 

Nothing can be imagined more rude 
and desolate than the early part of this 
river's course, as it tumbles in a succes- 
sion of precipitous cataracts firom the base 
of the Coriaraich, and rolls with unpa- 
ralleled rapidity along the valley it has 
formed, through an uninhabited district, 
till it reaches the solitary hamlet of Gar- 
vamore, A scanty succession of incon- 
siderable villages then adorns its banks, 
which sweU again into the compass of a 
small lake, called Loch-Inch^ near Ruth- 
ven Castle, and two of the great military 
roads to Inverness join near itj as it 
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crosses a corner of the county of Murray. 
The Spey afterwards divides Inverness- 
shire from Banff- shire, passing near Grant- 
Town, and through the great forests of 
pines which encircle the territory of 
CastleGrant; little afterwards distinguishes 
its course^ though the Country it' tra- 
verses becomes more expanded, while the 
villagesr still remain scanty and inconsi- 
derable. The Spey, long before it reaches 
the small town of Fochabers near its 
mouth, widens considerably, and becom- 
ing navigable, transports the abundant 
pines which clothe its hills; rtill preserv- 
ing to th^ last strong traits of its native 
rapidity. The extensive plantations, mag- 
nificent house, and polished^ grounds of 
Castle Gordon, decorate its approach to 
the sea with new features. ' 

The FiNDHORN and The: Lossie 
find their origin in the highland moun- , 
tains of Inverness-shire, and pursue a 
course nearly parallel with tKe Spey^ the 
former crossing the two military roads 
near Corryborough and the bridge of 
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Dul^c, and indimng chiefly to the north- 
east, till it forms a lafce before it reaches 
the sea below Fores. The latter has no 
great features, but fin4s its exit below the 
port of CuUen, 

The Findhorn b a far less river than the 
Spey, but imitates it in rapidity, having 
a peculiar pellucid transparency in its 
wators, which reflect their pebbly bed so 
strongly as to dazzle the stranger, when 
he fords it. Fores is a v?iy handsome 
town, about a mile distant from its east- 
em bank, not far from its mouth, in the 
midst of a country celebrated for classic 
fame, and stored with fine objects of an- 
tiquity. The Danish pillar of King Su- 
eno exhibits a wonderful curiosity a little 
above this place, and the fine remains of 
Kinloss Abbey are not far distant ; the 
blasted heath also, where Macbeth is ap- 
posed to have met the witches, extends 
far on the road to Elgin,, the venerable 
towers of whose ruined Catiiedral prc- 
$ent very curious and interesting objects^ 
The cUstrict on the south and west of 
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Fiores is lextvenuely beautdftd, rimig in 
gentile cmineaaces tufted with grorcs, m 
the midst xifiich endosores and p^stures^ 
and iuHinded by the thick vFoodB o£ Ihxr 
nawBy focest, -whose castle iihe scat of 
tiae Earls of Murray) -appears in grand 
dii^Iay . Tke Fhtdbom fi>rms a Jarge ba* 
sin^ as it admits the tide below Fodcs, 
Ik^otti whence it opens into the sea thiro' 
a tnarrow strait, on the eastern shore ot 
which the village and port bearing i?ts 
name are situated. The opposite bank is 
coyered by hillocks of light sand, which 
are blown , over many hundred acres of 
the contiguous land, destroying its ver- 
dure. 

The Nairn rises a little to the north- 
west of the course ofthe Findhorn, in the 
same pile of mountains, and pursues a 
parallel lirie towards the north-east. Thisis 
a much less river than the former, flowing 
through a wild and uninhabited country 
from Straith-Nairn, and crossing the two 
military roads. Very little beauty at- 
tends its course, except as it passes 
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near the castle of Calder, celebrated for 
the murder of Duncan King of Scotland 
by Macbeth, It approaches the dirty town 
and small port of Nairn over a marsh, 
frpm whence a noble view extends across 
the north-east bay of Scotland to the 
bold rocks called the Sutlers ofCromartie, 
the level point of Tarbet-Ness in Koss- 
shire, the rude coast of Sutherland, and 
the rocky promontdry ofthe OrJ of Caith*^ 
ncss. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Eastern Coast from the Firth of Tay to the 
exifejHe point of iCinnaird in Aberdeen-- 
shire, and Northern Coast from thence to 
the entrance ofxht Murray Yirth, form-^ 
ing one side of the great North^E>ast Bay 
•—The Ness of Inverness-shire, and its 
Loch — ^The Beauley of Ross-shire and 
its-Firth, communicating with the Mur- 
ray Firth — The Northern Peninsula tf 
ScotJand^^Tht Orron^Watcr, forming 
the Beautiful Firth of Cromartie — ^Thc 
Firth of Dornoch— The Fleet, The 
Brora, ^md The Helmsdale (f Suther-^ 
land — The Eastern Coast of Caithness 
to Duncanshy Head, and John a Groats 
House, forming the extreme Northern Pro^ 
montory — Northern Coast to the Bay of 
Dunnett, and the River of Thurso with 
its Town — Dreary aspect of the Coast tp^ 
the North^West, terminating in Cape 
I 
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Wrath — Western Coast of Sutherland,. 
RosS'Shire, and Inverness-shire, opposite 
to^ the Hebrides, intersected by salt-wa- 
ter Lochs, bitt without at^y Rivers of note j 
to the bottom of the Northern Peninsula. 

. The eastern Goast, northward of the 
^ay, has nothiiag very striking in its as- 
"p€Gt^ or deserving of minute description. 
The ruined Abbpy ,of Aberbrothic, ^d^ 
^ plea3ant position of Montrose on its 
fcureUing ba^in, are the only points in 
Ang^s; Kincardine has alone the bold 
|i^gtac«it& of Dii^ttcr Cattle ijtcar. Ste^ic- 
haveni the, ^iWicint Palace; of the Lord 
Marischals of Scb^apd^.tpboftst of^ Ab^r- 
' deeftshire tovdts a vast extent of share, 
various k> its JlppetaranG^/and iuU of^firi- 
king objects. The flouriisbing pon ^d 
^Jniverfity of X^ew Aberdeen on the broad 
asst^laiy of the- jD^ first attracts our fio- 
tice> ^acfed with some irregular traits., of 
gfaadeuf!^ ]fet far ittferioJr to, Giasg^?w 
b^th iA extent, ^plendour^ and commerce. 
kk position ia.,eitrcmejy.pfc«3ant> Qfe a 
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gentle eleratioa above the river, and di^ 
vided frbm the sea by a pleasant meadow 
called /Af Lanks. A cheerful com country* 
separates thb place from the decayed city 
arid University of Old Aberdeen, vrhose 
stately college alone attracts the notice of 
a stranger. The coast is dreary betw^een 
the mouth o{t?ie Don and that of the Ye^ 
than, and afterwards to that of the Ugi^ 
becomes astonishingly bold and rocky, 
opening into extraordinary caverns, of 
•which fhe BuUer of Buchan is the most 
wonderful . The position also of the Castles 
of Slains, on high abrupt rocks frightfully 
over-hanging the sea, is singularly ex- 
posed, and the . town of Peterhead exhi- 
bits one of the neatest and plcasj^ntest 
ports in Scotland, being also resorted to 
as a public place* Little variety takes 
place till we reach the small port of 
Fraserbergh, beneath the point of Kin- 
naird's Head, crowned with a castle and 
light house, and shooting out far into 
the sea. This is the farthest point of 
the -coast t<? wards th^ wst, which h«o 
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turiis abruptly to front the north, fofm- 
ing thus the south-east point of the great 
north-east bay of Scotland, opposite to 
thee3:tremityofDuncansbyHeadinCaith- 
nefi, across a vast intervening gulph* In 
this direction BanfF-shire succeeds to 
Aberdeen-shire, exhibiting a pleasant and 
rather ornamented coast ; its handsome 
capita], backed by the groves and superb 
mansion of Duff, rising above the mouth 
of the Deveron, Lord Finlater's well- 
ivoodcd territory stretching out from the 
port ofGuUen, on the Logi^, and the nu- 
merous plantations encircling the stately 
palace of Castle Gordon, embellishiiig the 
coast and the country to the mouth of 
the rapid Spey. The coast of Murray- 
shire, which follows, is less adorned, but 
Loch Spynnie, with its castle, present fine 
objects at a small distance, and the ruins 
of Elgin are interesting to the traveller. 
The bay formed by the Findhorn, not far 
from the delightful position of Fores and 
the forest of Darnaway, makes a hold in- 
denture into. the country, and the tract 
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between its mouth and Nairn-shire is dis- 
tinguishable for thofe sandy hillocks, 
which are frequently spread over the 
whole level by the wind. The bay now 
becomes more contracted, and the oppo- 
site shore of Ross-shire terminates it at 
the low point of Torbet Ness, beyond 
which the more distant coast of Suther- 
land and Caithness stretches far out to 
the north-east. The Sutlers of Cro- 
martie form two bold pillars at the mouth 
of its charming Firth opposite to Nairn, 
and the northern direction of the coast 
terminates soon afterwards in. a sharp 
point of Aberdeen-shire, at the exit of 
the Murray Firth, on which elevation, 
the numerous bastions and regular fronts 
of Fort George, exhibit a perfect model 
in the modern art of fortification. 

The Ness rises in Loch-Oich in the 
midst of the central mountains of Inver- 
ness-shire, inclining invariably to the 
north-east, with very few windings, as it 
forms the great lake of Loch N^ss, and 
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approaches Inverness, below which it falls 
into the Murray Firth. 

The early course of this fine river is 
uncommonly wild. Loch Oich being sur* 
rounded by mountains generally capped 
with snow, and the heights of Ben-nevis 
(the Atlas of North Britain) appearing 
at a distance in the west, while those of 
Coryur2^an and Coriaraich, (in which 
the Spey is produced,) frown over it on 
the south. Just at the entrance of h^ch-- 
'Ness, the whitened bastions of Fort Au- 
gustus are situated, with a little street 
which forms its hamlet, and contains the 
principal part of the population of this 
ill-inhabited district. This is oi^ of the 
fortresses built after the rebellion of .1745, 
jmd several of the military roads meet at 
this point, one of which leads to Inver- 
ness and Fort George, another to Fort 
William and the western parts of Sc6t- 
land, a third to the north-western coa3t 
, opposite to the Hebrides, and a fourth 
over the heights of Goryuragan and Co- 
riaraich, by a very arduous pass to the 
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OTuth. Loch^Ness is remarkable for its 
uniform straitncss, as well as for the bold 
rocks and lofty mountains which encom^ 
|>ass it, cl<^thed with waving forests of 
pines and birch* 

J%(? river DimJreggdn, formiitg vmious 
kjkes in its course from the north-west, 
falls into Loch-Ness, after travemng the 
littie stripe of cidtivation which distin^ 
guishes Glenmorrison. The Clounle also, 
descending from the north, forms a large 
basin as it reaches the centre' of Z^pri* 
Ness, into which the picturesque ruin of 
UrquahartCastle protrudes itself. Direcdy 
opposite, the military road to Inverness 
pursues the southern Imnk of this fine 
lake, after surmounting the heights of 
l^nockcorrach from Fort Augustus, and 
^fimmg the rapid stream oi the Errid, 
which predpitat'es itself here in two tre-* 
mcndxxis <»t^racts, called Ae Falls of 
Fyres. A little bdow this spot is tha 
balding which General Wade inhabited 
when he superiirtended the military roads, 
^d which (now convert<d into one of 
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the inns maii^taincd by Gavcramcnt in 
.these desolate districts) still bears the 
title of '' The Genetars Hutr Thiclf 
and beautiful zxt the woods which, intorr 
mixed with rocks, encompass and over- 
hang this road as it follows the border of 
Loch'Ness, near the end of which, a happy 
mii^ture of villages and cultivation en- 
livens the scene. The Ness, then emerr 
ging from its lake, and bearing the form 
of a fine wide river, flows through a grand 
and very picturesque valley, till it reached 
the large town of Inverness, the proper 
capital of the Northern Highlands. This 
is the only place of any considerable note 
north of Aberdeen, Perth, and Stirling, 
except Banff, beipg also the great mart 
of all the inhabited parts of the surround- 
ing wilds. It covers a fine eniinence 
above the river, which is here crpssed by 
a stately bridge ; the ruins of Matbeth s 
Castle frown over it froni a lofty rocic, 
and the wooded hill of Tommin-Heurin, 
assuming the singular shape of a ship with 
the keel turned itpwards, ri§es opposite . 
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A little t)dow Inverness, the Ness falb 
into t?ie Murray Flrth^ opposed to , a 
projecting point of Ross-shire, where a 
Ferry is established. ^ 

The Beaulet finds its source in the 
JLakes of Assarig andMaddy in th^ most 
northern part of Invemess-shire, wind- 
ing frequently, and flowing chiefly to the 
south-east, till it constitutes tJie Firth of 
Beauley, which, turning to the north-east, 
contracts itself into a narrow strait oppo* 
site to the mouth of the ^ess. The junc- 
tion of these waters forms the Murray 
Firth, which expands itself considerably, 
but at last appears almost land-locked, as 
it turns by the . north-west round the 
points of Fortrose and Fort George, di- 
viding Rosa-^shire from Invcrness-shire. 

The course of this river from its na- 
tive mountains is smgularly wild and 
jrugged, till it reaches the district of 
Straithglass, where culti\^ion and popu- 
lation begin to shew themselves. These 
advantages encrease as it approaches its 
Kttlip capital of BeaulejT, and the Firth 
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which bears its name presents a fine oval 
baan, encompassed by strongly-featarcd 
banks; and backed with high nKnintains. 
The Murray Firth, formed by the junc- 
tion of the two rivjers, is not less distin- 
guished by grand objects, perpetually va- 
rying as the traveller follows its curving 
chores, and opening views into the inte- 
rior recesses of the mountains of Inver- 
ness-shire, Ross-shire, and Sutherland, 
The strait which attends its exit to the 
sea, is very narrow and winding, where 
the little town of Fortrose covers one 
eminence, while the magnificent and re- 
gular pile of Fort George occupies the 
opposite side of the bay. 

The Northern Peninsula of Scotland h 
far less distinguished by rivets than any 
ether part of the kingdom, though it 
contains a very large division of that part 
of our island which appertains to North- 
Britain, comprehending the whole of 
Ross-shire, Sutherland, and Caithness, 
with a great part of Invcmess-shire. its 
eastern Coast is alone much frequented by 
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travdlcrfc, and the difficulties attending^ 
even the prosecution of that journey ai« 
not inconsiderable. Thoie of the northcra, 
and the descent southward by the west* 
cm coast, are nearly insurmountable by 
stran^XB, there being neither roads pot 
accommodations to be pursued with any 
certainty throughout that extensive di* 
strict, which is ill inhabited, full of mo* 
rassgs, penetrated in various directions by 
immense mountains, and very scanty in 
cultivation or population, all improve- 
ment, being much retarded by such ill- 
most invincible barriers, with a tempes- 
tuous climate, and a coast difficult of ac- 
cess even in fair weather. A minute de- 
scription here, therefore, is Impracticable, 
^t least by one who has travelled chiefly 
for health and pleasure, and who writes 
principally to impress what he has seen 
on his own mind, though perhaps not 
without a prospect of subniittihg hisob* 
servations to the opinions of others. Such 
a one is under the necessity of pursuing 
th^ bejt leading information he can ob- 
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tain, where personal experience fails, and 
to give a brief and general character of 
what has not fallen under his special ob- 
servation. 

The Orron Water is the first stream 
that attracts our notice in ascending the 
eastern side of the northern Peninsula. 
It rises in the mountains of Ross-shire^, a 
little north of the BeatiJey, and meeting 
other streams flowing from Loch Gi/lon, 
and Loch Luichart, forms the beautiful 
Firth of Croinartie in its course to the 
north-east. Dingwall, the small capital 
of Ross-shire, lies at the head of this fine 
bay, which divides that county from the 
lesser one of Cromartic covering its south- 
ern bank. This charming expanse of wa-* 
tcr is beautifully varied in form, being 
also decorated with a well-cultivated and 
populous outline, and backed by high 
mountains. It narrows extremely at Iq- 
vergordon Ferry, where the promontoiy 
of Kirk-Michael projects into it on the 
Cromartic shore, after which it swells 
again into a^ very grand and spacious bay, 
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Extending far to the north, and turning 
to the south-^east abruptly to make its 
e^dt. All the navies of Europe might ride 
in this delightful basin, which is well- 
stored with good anchorage, and appears 
land-locked, except where one channel 
communicates with the upper lake, and 
another opens with a grand curve to the 
sea, beneath the town, and the two bold 
rocks called the Sutters of Cromartie. 

The Firth of Dornoch is formed 
by a junction oft/ie Shin from its lake in 
the south-west part of Sutherland, and 
theAiUsh with various other small streams 
from Ross-shire. It is a large winding 
aestuary, abounding in bays, and descend- 
ing to the south-east, till it turns to the 
north-east, where advancing points of 
land have given place to Mickle Ferry. 
Nearer the mouth, which widens to a 
great expanse, the town of Tain appears 
on its Ross-shire bank, opposed by Dor- 
noch, tht capital of Sutherland, spread 
out on a motmtainous coast, which is 
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ocmtrasted by the opposite flat head-land 
of Tarbct Ness. 

The FrEET, THE Brora, and The 
Hejlmsdale, are the three remaining 
rivers of Sutherland^ all descending to 
the south-east from a wild and moun- 
tainous district, and neither of them re- 
markable for it& features. On the coast, 
Between the two former, is situated the 
noble, but deserted, castle of Dunrobin, 
the ancient seat of the Earls of Suther- 
land; bejTond the latter, the precipices 
of the rocky Ord of Caithness impend 
ioixibljrover a stormy ocean, above which 
a road is carried far more exalted and tre- 
mendous than that of Penmanmawr in 
North Wales. This is the only great 
pass of the country into Caithness, after 
which the road divides into two branches, 
one pursuing the coast, and the other 
penetrating through the heart of that 
county northi^ard to Thurso. The 
eastern coast of Caithness, after the pass 
<)f the Ord is surmounted, is far less 
tobuntainous than that of Sutherland; 



Digitized 



by Google 



' OF GREAT BRITAIN. IZ? 

one small tiver, called the Wiclj descends 
to it from the north-west, originating in 
the lake of Watten, and forming a fine 
bay beneath the port situated on its 
northern shore, from which it derives its . 
name. Considerably further towards thcr 
north, Duncansby Head projects into the 
sea, marking the north-eastern extremity 
of our ifland ; advancing towards which, 
beyond the village of Hoxuia, stands the 
memorable Ferry-house of John a Groat,. 
the Ultima Tiiule of most English travel- 
lers, Mid the last mansion in Great Bri-. 
tain. The coast here is wild, bold, and 
rocky; the Orkney islands appear spread 
out in front across the boisterous Firth of 
Pmtlandy and during some weeks of thcr 
summer months daylight is never lost to 
its inhabitants, for which they suffer by 
an equivalent prolongation of night in the 
winter, though the prevalence and bright- 
ness of the Aurora Borealis usually relieve^ 
this evil. The brbad bay of Dunnet sue- ' 
ceeds, into which the river Tburso de- 
scends from the south ; the port which 
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bears al^o its name is placed at the mouth 
of this stream, and separately appi;oached 
by the road which diverges from the 
rfiorc a little above the Ord of Caithness* 
Here end all tracks easily practicable 
to arty but the scanty inhabitants of this 
wild coast, which, indenting the country 
with deep bays through the remainder of 
Caithness and Sutherland, terminates 
towards the north-west in the dangerous 
promontory of Cape Wrath. It descends 
then southward, intersected with large 
salt-water lochs, till the mountainous re- 
gion of Assynt projects again towards the 
west, near the extremity of Sutherland. 
The western coast of Ross-shire is not less 
wild' and barbarous, being penetrated 
with still deeper arms of the sea, as it 
descends by the we^t to the south ; the 
large island of Lewes appears from thence 
at a considerable distance in the north- 
west ; and Skye, the principal of the He- 
brides or Western Islands, almost closes 
in with it, as it approaches the, borders of 
Inveraess-shire. The western coast of 
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that great couftty abounds in similar fea- 
tures, being little less wild, dreary, and 
inaccessible ; it is also in like manner 
penetrated with vast arms of the sea to 
its junction with Argyle-shire. The 
northern part of that district participa^tes 
in the same qualities, as it makes a sweep 
to form the Sound of Mull, opposite to 
the island of that name, and then de- 
scends again southward to the straits of 
Jura, and from thence to the extreme 
point of the Mull of Cantire, opposite to 
Ireland, which it doubles, to form a fine 
bay round the islands of Arran and Bute, 
beyond which, it reaches the confines of 
Dumbarton^shire, and the mouth of the 
Clyde. 

This immense tract of coast, which 
forms the point of the Mull of Cantire to 
Cape Wrath, extends northward near 
four degrees, viz. from almost the 55th 
to the 59th, is nearly alike savage, dreary, 
and inaccessible. The interior of the 
country corresponds wkh it in wildness, 
few and uncertain being the roads which 
K 
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penetrate it, and miserable, as well as 
scanty, its villggcs, while cultivation is 
only pursued in a few favoured spots, and 
that but imperfectly. Destitute <^ ac- 
commodation for travellers, and full of 
craggy mountains, intersected with lakes 
and deep morasses ; most part of this 
dismaLi^territory is unknown, except to 
those who are interested in it either as 
inhabitants or proprietors. The people, 
however, are understood to be far more 
civili^^ed, than the climate and country 
they live in, together with their poverty 
and seclusion from the world, would 
warrant ; ministers of the Scotch Kirk 
being resident with decent appointments 
in most of the villages, and medical as- 
sistants of sufl&cient skill and character, 
being dispersed over the whole peninsula. 
The several salt water lochs, which pe- 
netrate thi^ district in every direction, 
from the northern and the western coasts, 
open 4n immense field for the herring 
fishery, which in some parts is piu'sued 
with great assiduity, and in naost forms 
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weatly thre whole occupation of its inha- 
bitants, providing ailso their only meansr 
of sustenance. Mines are said to. abound 
in t!ils great! expanse, and some of thefe 
are supposed to be of considerable valuer 
but they are seldom explored on accotiiff 
of the scantiness of its population, and the 
want of general animation ; the moun- 
tains of Assynt are de^ribed as contain- 
ing masses of marble, equal to the Parian 
in whiteness and purity, and the hidden 
minerals are supposed to be frequent, as 
well as valuable, in the forests of Dirry- 
moor, Durness, and Fainish, as well as in 
the districts of Coygach, Groinard, Ga- 
reloch, Applecross, and Kintail. Except 
some trifling streams which fall into the 
salt-water lochs, there appears to be a 
total failure of rivers from the Thurso of 
Caithness on the northern coast, to the 
Spean of Inverness-shire on the western ; 
a vast outline, widely differing from the 
rest of our island, both in this, and most 
other circumstances. Even below this 
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pointy there are no streams of consider^ 
able importance to the mouth of the 
Clyde ; hut as the northern peninsula ter- 
minates here to the west, I shall there 
resume the chain of the rivers of North 
Britain. 
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CHAP. vm. 

The Spean of Inverness^shire, terminating 
in Loch Lochy^ and Loch Linnhe« at 
the separation of that County from Argyk^ 
shire — ^The Awe, and The Aray of that 
County 9 With the long neck of land called 
the Mull ofCantire, stretching out tavoards 
/r^/a;/^-r-Loch- Lomond, and The Lc- 
ven issuing from it to The Fkrth of Clyde 
— ^The Clyde and its branches — ^The 

' ^ Irvine, The Ayr, The Dobn, The Gir- 
van, and The Stincher of Ayrshire — 
The extreme south-western point of the 
Mull of Galloway t below Port Pcarick, 
and opposite to Ireland, and the Isle of 
Man — ^The Luce and The Cree ofWig^ 
town-shire'-^Thc Fleet, The Dee, and 
The Orr of Kirkudbright— The Nith, 
The Annan, The Sarke, and The Eske 
of Dumfries^shirep contributing toform, 
on the Scottish' fide, the great astuary of 
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The Solway Firth, dividing the Coasts 
ef England and Scotland^ towards the 
Western Sea. 

The Spean originates in the Lakes of 
Jjaggan and Troig in the southern moun- 
tains of Inverness-shire; its course is near- 
ly westward till it is joined by a stream 
issuing firom Loch Lochy, when it takes 
a south-west direction to Fort William, 
forming a great aestuary below that place, 
which by a narrow inlet communicates 
with a vast arm of the western sea, called 
Liunhe Loch, the movith of whi^h fronts 
the Isle of Mull. 

Rapid from the nature of its origin, 
this river preserves its character, till it is 
confounded with the waters of the sea, 
passing with great fury under the west- 
ern base of the mighty mountain of Ben- 
]h^eyis> and washing the ancient bastions 
of Inverlochy Castle, as it approaches the 
modern fortress of Fort William, and the 
town of Maryborough beneath it. Loch- 
Lochy communicates with this river, and 
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a narrow neck of land separates it from 
Loch Oich, through which the Ness passes 
in the opposite dircftion towards its 
greater lake, Inverness, and the eastern 
sea. A canal of a few miles, cut here, 
would insulate the northern peninsula 
of Scotland, and greatly facilitate (if not 
altogether create) an intercourse between 
the two seas. One of the military roads 
(separating at Fort Augustus from that 
which leads through Glenmorrison to 
Glenelg, and forming the only great road 
that approaches the western coast, south- 
ward of Cape Wrath) leads by Loch'- 
Oich, and the wretched inn of Letter 
Findlay on Loch Lochy to Fort William ; 
one branch of it then passes over the 
dreary heights of the Black Mountain, 
by the arduous ascent of the Devil's Stair- 
case; while another (more modem, as 
well as more frequented) traverses the 
fine aestuary o£the Spean from Fort Wil- 
Haiti, crossing Loch Leven at the narrow 
ferry of Baliulis, and joining the other 
I'oad not far from the King's House, an 

K4 
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inn erected by government for travellers, 
and as bad as most of the similar places 
of public reception in these desolate re- 
gions. It passes then near the valley of 
Glenco, remarkable for the massacre of 
its inhabitants in 1691, as well as for its 
stupendously-magnificent scenery, and at 
Tyndrum, near the source of the Tay^ 
meets the other military road from Tay- 
mouth to Inverary. 

, The Awe rises from a lake of its 
name, which is fed by the waters of the 
Urchy from thj^ Valley of Glenorchy, at 
the head of which stands the ruin of Kil- 
chum Castle ; it flows to the north-west 
through Argyle-shire, till it falls into the 
arm of the sea caUed Loch Etive, which 
inclines to the south-west, beneath the 
town of Bunawe. 

South of Loch Llnnhe, the country be- 
come;s more populous and indicative of 
improyemeqt, though the coast conti- 
nues still bold and rocky ; forges and va- 
4ous works are here and there esta^. 
bU^h^d, and Buftavy^e i§ a place of some 
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trade. The little hamlet of Dalmaly also, 
in the valley of Glenorchy, exhibits a 
pleasant stripe of vegetation in the midst 
of a dreary desert, and appears in a man- 
Her prophetic of a traveller's return to the 
haunts of society and population. 

The Arat is a \try small stream ris- 
ing in the mountains of Argyle-Shire, 
hctyfttn Loch Awe and Loch Fine , de- 
scending south vsrard to the latter through 
a small glen which it forms. This little 
river would be hardly worthy of notice, 
were it not for the grand and beautiful 
appendage of woods, lawns, and planta- 
tions, which encircle the Duke of Argyle*$ 
proud territory of Tnverary, to which the 
rapid and winding course of the Aray, 
with its two superb bridges, adds no in- 
considerable ornaments. The modern 
pile of Inverary Castle stands on an ele- 
vated lawn above its new-built tovra^ 
distinguished by a great' variety of groves, 
and surrounded by an amphitheatre of 
hills cloathed with wood. In front, the 
Aray precipitates itself into that beauti- 
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ful arm of the sea called Loch Fine, whose 
broad sheet of water is covered with v^- 
sels, and bounded on each side by bare 
and lofty mountains, which grandly con- 
trast the wooded pride of Inverary. The 
military road from Glasgow to Dumbar- 
ton traverses the northern bank of this 
loch, which employs a considerable her- 
ring fishery, and extends far below Inver- 
ary to the point of Skipness in Cantire, 
below West Tarbet. The district of Knap- 
dale, which covers the southern part of 
this territory between the sea and Loch 
Fine, is weirihhabited, and great improve- 
ments have been made in its cultivation 
by some spirited proprietors. At West 
Tarbet, an arm of the sea advances from 
the north, within a short distance of ZiOcA 
Finey where a canal has been judiciously 
projected, which would insulate the dis- 
trict of Cantire, and prevent its difficult 
and dangerous circumnavigation. Thi$ 
considerable peninsula stretches out far to 
the south-west, in front of the Isle of Ar- 
ran,- abounding in villages, and graced 
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with the fine port of Campbell-Town, at 
the bottom of a small bay. The Mull 
of Cantire forms the extreme point of 
this coast, from which the North of Ire- 
land Is distinctly visible. 

Loch Lomond, the most beautiful 
and extensive of all the lakes in Scotland^ 
is properly formed by several small streams 
originating in the western corner of Perth- 
shire, not far from the source of t}ie Toy. 
Its course is almost directly to the south 
for ^6 miles, and near Its extremity, the 
Entrici, flowing westward from the heart 
of Skirllng-shire, discharges itself into it. 
The Leven descends here also from Loch 
Lomond, inclining to the south-east, and 
after a course of about six miles, falls into 
the Firth of Clyde near Dumbarton. 

This lake contains a wonderful mix- 
ture of the sublime and beautiful, vary- 
ing its features perpetually, as the travel- 
ler advances. Its northern part is narrow, 
winding, and hemmed in by vast, bare, 
impending mountains, which perpetually 
4ivert its course. In thie centre of one 
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of these masses, on the eastern side, the 
mighty head of Ben- Lomond exalts it^ 
self in unrivalled majesty, and protrudes 
its enormous cliffs into the lake. Be- 
neath this mountain, the waters expand 
themselves into an immense basin, pro- 
fusely studded with a great variety of 
islands, many of which are cloathed with 
wood, and some decorated with build- 
ings. The scene changes entirely from 
the savage aspect of the northern district ; 
fertility occupies all the space between 
the mountains and the lake, villages and 
some large houses are scattered over the 
whole profusely, and the military road 
descending to the small town of Luss, 
traverses a pleasant level to the bottom 
of Loch Lomond, which there appears en- 
compassed by ^ garden in the midst of 
pultivation and ^icheg, while the distant 
jnoiuitains, with Ben-Lomond in their 
front, now no longer objects of terror, 
present a superb back ground towards the 
north. The Leven descends for about six 
miles from this lake in. great beauty^ by 
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the monument ereAcd to the memory of 
the late Dr. Smollett, to Dumbarton on 
t\\z Firth of Clyde. 

The Cltde and its Branches.— 
This river fiods its source in the great 
hills which bound Lanerk-shirc towards , 
thesouth, betweenElvan foot and Moffatt, 
on the high road from Carlisle toGlasgow. 
Its c6urse, with various windings, is ge- 
nerally north-west to Hamilton and Glas- 
gow, where it receives the tide, entering 
soon afterwards its Firth, which pursues 
the same dire<ftion till it meets a consi- 
derable arm of the sea called Loch Long, 
united with which, it turns to the south, 
and makes its exit between Ayrshire and 
the Isle of Bute. The branches of the 
Clyde are principally the Douglas Water 
from the south-west, the CaJder from the 
south-east, the Avon from the south-west, 
and the Cart flowing by Paisley from iht 
south, united with the Grief of KcnfreW" 
^irc, neither of which are considerable 
streams. The Leven, which has been al- 
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ready described, lalls into it at Dumbar- 
ton from Loch Lomond. 

This is one of the finest rivers in Scot- 
land, rapid in its origin, and precipitating 
itself in three highly- pictiirefqne and tre- 
mendous^ falls near Lanerk, the two first 
of which, called Cora Lyn and Boniton 
Lyn, Mt beatitiftilly encompaffed by thef 
grounds^ Ind platntations laid out by Sif 
John Lockhart Rofs, of which they form 
the principal ornaments. At Hamilton, 
k pafifes through the princely, but too 
kvel tepritoary, surroimding the Duke of 
Hamilton's palace j after which it again 
engulfs itself in a hollow between vast 
rocks cloal^ed with brush-wood, as it 
sweeps fiariously round the eminence, on 
which the ruins of Both well Castle form 
the principE^l feature of the superb seat of 
Lord Douglas. Emerging from these 
barriers, the Clyde rolls proudly to Glas- 
gow, which magnificent and flourishing 
city, with its University, lies spread along 
the northern bank of that river, and the 
eminences which overiook it, presenting 
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a grand assemblage of objects to the 
wondering traveller as he approaches k. 

Two magnificent stone bridges cross 
the Clyde at this city ; another also has 
been lately built at Hamiltcm, and nea^ 
Lancrk; one created by the taste moA 
Spirit of four neighbouring great hmdcd 
proprietors, exhibits a beautiful stiucturc. 
Navigation now adds its consequence to 
the Clyde, as, crowded with vessels smd 
gradually widening, it divides the coun-» 
ties of Dumbarton and Renfrew, trans- 
porting all the riches of Glasgow to the 
sea ; to which the manufacturer of the 
flourishing town of Paisley are added by 
the Dart, and those of Stirlbag-shire by 
the Grand Canal, which joitis tthe Clydi at 
Kilpatrick, and forms a eommiiiiicatiQii 
with the capital and the interior of Scot^ 
land, by means of the Forth. A vast 
aestuary now opens, as the high douWe** 
headed rock, crowned with the Castle of 
Dumbarton, forms an extraordinajy island 
in front of its town, far below which 
Greenock, and Port Glafgow qap^c 
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spread out on the opposite coast, thickly 
stored with large vessels. Argyle-shire, 
intersected with its vast arms of the sea, 
now forms the north-western boundary of 
the Clyde, one of which, called LorA Long^ 
descends into that river from the central 
part of the county, separated only by ^ 
small neck of land from the middle part 
of Loch Lomond. There the military 
road divides into two branches, one of 
which leads northward along the upper 
parts of Loch Lomond to Crienlarich, 
where it meets the great road from 
Tytidrum to Killin and Taymouth ; the 
other crossing to Loch Long passes round 
its head, and traversing the dreary heights 
of Glen-Crow and Glen-Kinlas, descends 
to Loch Fine, and the paradise of Inve- 
wry. 

Loch Long is environed with lofty 
mountains about Arracher, where the 
Duke of Argylc lias converted the seat 
of the Laird of Mac-Farlaue into an ex- 
cellent inn, delightfully situated almost 
on the margin of the waten It joins the 
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Cfydeyxst below the point where a smaller 
arm of the sea, called Loch Gare, descends 
through a narrow inlet, and where a ferry 
is established between the village of Row 
and Rosineath, a seat of the Duke of 
Argyle. 

The Kyle, a narrow strait, from which 
two fmall arms of the sea penetrate into 
Argylc-shire, separates that county from 
the Isle of Bute, and communicates with 
the Clyde, near its mouth. An immense 
bay then is formed, between the Mull of 
Cantirc at the extremity of the Argylc- 
shire coast, and the opposite promontory 
of Kirkholm Point in Galloway, starting 
forth from LochRyan, and being the P^r/^o- 
nux sinus of the Romans. The whole coast 
of Ayr-shire forms the eastern side of this 
great gulph, the centre of which is occu- 
pied by the rocky and mountainous Isle 
of Arran, whose heights appear proudly 
exalted over the intervening level. Above 
thb bold objcd; the smaller island of Bute, 
comparatively flat in it^ appearance, ex- 
tends itself almost to trc entrance of the 
L 
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Cfyde, exhibiting the fine scat of Mount 
Stuart, belonging to. its Marquis. 

The Irvine, The Ayr, The Doon, 
The Girvan, audThe Stihch£r, arc 
the rivers which discharge themselves on 
the long-extended coast of Ayr-shire, but 
neither of them have any remarkable 
features. The Irvine and the Ayr (which 
latter river is joined by the Imgar) are 
in thp northern part of that county, each 
communicating with the bay above de- 
scribed. Both these streams take their 
names from towns near their mouths, of 
which Ayr is a considerable port, being 
also the capital of its large county ; their 
course b very windings . but principally 
directed to the north-west. 

The Doon finds its c^igin in a lake on 
the border of Dumfriejs-shire, flowing 
northward, a litdc inclined to the west, 
till it falls into the sea below /A^ ufyr. 

The Girvan is a smaU stream from the 
north-east, reaching the sea at the town, 
which bears its name, nearly at the soutb-^ 
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crn extremity of Ayr-shire, its course 
being mostly westward. 

The Sttficfier, joined by the Dusk, is 
another incx>nsiderable stream descending 
in nearly the same direction, with the 
small port of Ballantree at its mouth, and 
the short course of the little river Glenu^ 
terminates Ayr-shire, falling into Loch 
Ryan'at its extremity. The coast of Ayr-*' 
shire, descending from the Firth ofCIydi 
to this fine bay of Loch Ryan, which 
deeply indents Wigtown-shire, is not dis- 
tinguished by any peculiar features, ex* 
cept the lofty rock of Ailsa, rising to the 
great height of 940 feet, and forming an 
island nearly opposite the mouth of the 
Girvan, at about one third of the distance 
across the great south-western bay,^ 
towards the pointof the Mull ofCantire. 
The point of Kirkholm in Wigtown- 
shire protrudes itself below Loch Rywt, 
and the coast of Scotland then makes a 
great curve from the west to the east, .by 
the south, in which it forms the oblong 
peninsula called the Mull of .Galloway, 
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Opposite to the coast of Ireland, where 
Port Patrick presents a short ati^ safe pas- 
sage to Donagghatddee in our sister kingr 
dom. A little stream called the Piltaton 
Burn, nearly traverses the whole of this 
extraordinary peninsula in its zig-zag 
course, flowing eastward somewhat below 
Stranrawr, which may be called its capi- 
tal, above which are several small lochs, 
near the fine territory of Castle Kennedy, 
the seat of the Earl of Stair. 

The Luce and The Cree are the 
two remaining rivers of Wigtown-shire, 
flowing towards the south-east, and form- 
ing large bays in the southern coast of 
Scotland, opposite to the Isle of Man, and 
the north coast of Cumberland in Eng- 
land. 

The Luce, rising on the borders of Ayr- 
jshire, is crossed by the great Irish road at 
the town of Glenluce, and almost insu- 
lating the Mull of Galloway above Stran- 
rawr, forms the bay which bears its name 
between that prominent point, and the 
opposite promontory of Barrow-head, 
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which fiontsthe northern part of the Isle 
of Man, across the Irish Sea. 

The Cree divides Wigton-shire from 
Ayr-shire and Kirkudbright-shire; mak- 
ing a circle by the west towards the 
south till it reaches the latter county ; 
it then inclines, with some windings, to 
the south-east, and, with a considerate 
estuary, reaches the sea a little before it 
comes to Wigton, forming the large bay 
which bears that name, bounded by Bur- 
row-head on one side, and the Ross 
Island at the mouth of the Dee in Kirkud- 
brighit on the other. This river is rapid, 
and its course is through a mountainous 
country; the towns of Newton Stuart 
and Cree are on its banks, and the leaser 
bay of Fleet in Kirkudbright, formed by 
the Fleet-water from (jratp- house, falls into 
the greater bay of Wigton, near its 
mouth. 

The Dee anp The Orr are the 
rivers of Kirkudbright, The Dee is fornjed 
by the Deugh from the northern parts of 
th»t county, and the Ken from the north-' 
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west of Dumfries-shire, both ot which 
uniting, bear the name of the Km till 
they reach the town of New Galloway. 
The river then assuming the name of the 
Dee, it pursues a south-east course, form- 
ing the Loch of Kenmoor in its passage, 
after which it makes a compass from the 
cast to the West, by the southi forming 
a considerable aestuary before it rc;aches 
the town of Kirkudbright, and opening 
kito the sea, in front of the small island 
called the Ross of Balnagar, close to the 
point of the bay of Wigton, opposite to 
that of Burrow-head. This river has 
some fine features, and the surrounding 
country is wild, though inhabited. The 
towns of New Galloway and Kirkud- 
bright make a handsome appearance on 
its banks ; its lake also, with its aestuary, 
are fine tjxpanses of w^ter. 

The Orr is a small stream, without jrny 
peculiar chatacter> descending to the 
south somewhat eastward of the Dee, and 
forming a small bay at last. The coast 
of Kirkudbright is nearly circular, be- 

7 . 
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twccn the great channel of the Cree, 
which divides it from Wigton-shirc, and 
that oSthe Nit k on the border of Dum- 
fries-shire. 

The Nith is the most considerafcle 
river on the south-western side of Scot- 
land below the Clyde, rising from some 
small lakes near Cumnock in Ayrshire, 
not far from the source of t?ie Luggar, 
one of the branches of the Ayr. It then 
traverses great part of Dumfries-shir^ 
which county it at laft divides from Kir- 
cudbright, inclining chiefly to the south- 
east, but turning at last to the sout^. 

This is a very rapid and picturesque 
rtream, forcing its way between deep 
banks, thickly fringed with wood, thro' 
a charming vale bounded by lofty hills. 
The grand, but deserted palace of Drum- 
knrig, now stripped of its plantations, 
makes a leaked figure on its banks, yet is 
s^ill to be admired as the finest specimen 
extant of an old Scottish castle. Dumr 
fries is a large and opulent town^ below 
which, the river, becoming navigable, 
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widens considerably as it approaches the 
Sohvay Ftrth. 

The Annan rises above Queensbcrry 
Hill, westward of MofFat, a town famous 
for its medicinal springs,' and pursues a 
south-eastern course, through a wild dis- 
trict, to the town of Annan, where it is 
crossed by a handsome bridge just before 
it falls into the Firth of Solway, over 
which the great road to Port Patrick 
passes from Carlisle, that leading to Glas- 
gow following its banks for a long way 
from Lockerby. It is a clear and rapid 
stream. 

The Eske of Dumfries-shire is the 
last river in the circle of Scotland, as it 
approaches the English boundary on the 
;K)uth. It rises in Eskedale moor in the 
midst of Wild mountains, flowing to the 
south-east, and meeting the Ewes from 
the north at Langholm ; it is afterwards 
joined by the Liddel of Roxburghshire 
from the north-east, after which it passes 
through a comer of Cumberland, turning 
to the south-west, till joined by the Ly fie, 
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it contributes with the Eden to form the 
Sohvay Firth. 

This is a romantic and beautiful river, 
traversing a deep and wooded vale from 
the Duke of Buccleugh*s Castle of Lang- 
holm^ and beneath Sir James Graham's 
fine plantations of Nethcrby, near Long 
Town. The Solway Moss extends from 
the Eske to the Sarke near Gretna, which 
small river is the proper boundary here 
between England and Scotland. 



Digitized 



by Google 



154 KIVERS A»l> COAST 



CHAPTER IX. 

JRJvers of England commtmicatlng with tJie 
Westtm 51^0— The Edlen of Cumberland, 
forming the great Sol way Firdi on the 
side of England — The Waver, termtna- 
ting in the Loch of KUbridc — The Cal- 
dcw and the Ellen^— The Derwent — 
The Ehen--Thc Esk— The Dudden, 
The Crake and The Leven of Lan-^ 
cashire — ^The Kent of Westmorland — 
The Lune, The Wyre andTht Kibble 
of Lancashire — Junction ofl^t\ty{t\\and 
Mersey with their branches ^ and their 
course to the great trading towns of 
Manchester, Warrington, and Liverpool 
— ^The Wever gT Cheshire — ^The Dee 
from North Wales, to Chester, and its 
great Mstuary — Coast of Cumberland, 
Lancashire, and Cheshire, from the mouth 
o/* the Eden, to tliose g/*the Mersey and 
the Dee. 

The Eden is the first English river 
on the south-^est boyder of S^ptland^ 
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being like the Tweed at last a boundary 
between the two kingdoms* It finds its 
isource in the moors of Westmorland, a 
little to the south- west of Kirby Stephen ; 
its course is for a short way to the north- 
east/ after which it inclines to the north- 
west, below Brough, with many wind^^ 
ings, till it reaches Cosby on the road 
between Carlisle and Newcastle ; it then 
turns to the south-west to pass Carlisle, 
and immediately afterwards resumes its 
old course to the north-west, till meet- 
ing the Eske at its mouth, both rivers in 
conjunction form the great Firth ofSolway, 
which feparates the south-western patti 
of Scotland from the Cumberland coast in 
England, for a great distance. Except 
while it continues within its native moors, 
ihe Eden is by no means a rapid river ; it 
traverses a pleasant country between Ap- 
pleby, and its junction with the Eamont, 
which flows from the Lake qfUllswater, 
somewhat on the south-east of Penrith ; 
its banks are highly romantic, and beau*- 
tifally fringed with wood, near the oma* 
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mented territory of Corby Castle; soon 
after which the Irthing joins it from the 
north-cast, as well as tJie Qilder and the 
Petterell from the south and south-west. 
At Carlisle, the Eden makes a handsome 
appearance, flowing under a fine bridge 
with a long cause- way, and beneath the 
walls of its castle, from whence it is na- 
vigable to its mouth. A large tract of 
marshy ground encompasses it on every 
side, as it becomes a sea, and prevents the 
Solway Firth from equalling some of the 
lesser aestuaries in beauty. 

The Wampool, or Waver — ^The 
Caloew — ^The Ellen— The Der- 
WENT — The Ehen — The Irt, and 
The Esk, and The Dudden, are the 
remaining rivers of Cumberlai^d ; but, 
except the Derwent, the^e is little im- 
port^ce in their several characters. 

The Wampool, or Waver, rises among 
some moors in the upper part of Cumber- 
land, and its course is chiefly tp th? ^uth- 
west passing near Clea-Hall, the seat of 
Sir Henry Fletcher, not f^r from the neat 
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town of Wigton, and forming the bay of 
Kilbride at its extremity* 

The Caldew originates somewhat lower 
in the same central line of moors, and 
pursues a northward direction to Carlisle, 
wasRing its walls towards the west, as it 
advances to meet the Eden. 

The Ellen flows westward from a simi- 
lar source, and meets the sea at Mary- 
port. 

The Derwent is a more considerable 
river, being generated in the wild district 
of Borrodale, from whence it emerges 
towards the north, to form the roman- 
tic and justly-admired lake of Keswick, 
encircled by rocks, mountains, and ca- 
taracts, and beautifully distinguished with 
small wooded islands. The Greata brings 
an accession of waters to it, from Thirl^ 
mere and the foot of Helvellyn, forming 
St. John's Vale in its passage to join the 
Derwent near Keswick, which, inclining 
more and more westward from the north/ 
enlarges itself beneath the grassy base of 
Skiddaw, into the broad and strait ex- 
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pansc of Basscnthwaitc water, emerging 
through the arches of Ouse-bridge. It 
then ericirdes a mountain to reach Coc- 
kermouth, whefe the Cocker joitis it from 
the lakes of Cromack arid Lowes-water i^ 
the southj and afterwards proceeds west- 
ward through a pleasant valley to the sea 
at Workington. The Derwettt is through- 
out a rapid stream, and the scenery which 
attends its course is wonderfully striking 
and romantic. 

Th^ Ehen, rising in the same mass of 
mountains, swells into the wild lake of 
Enerdale, making a circle by the north 
to the west, and descending at last south* 
ward by Egremont to the sea. *lt has no 
particular features. 

The Ift and the Esk arc two small 
rivers issuing from the mountains, and 
forming two curving aestuaries, which 
almost insulate the little port of Raven- 
glass, but are fordable at low water. Lord 
Muncaster*s splendid house and planted 
territory covers the back of the hill be- 
tween these two channels, and exhibits a 



Digitized 



by Google 



OF GREAT BRITAIir. 15^ 

paradise strangely placed in the midst of 
a wild desert. 

The Dudden is the last of the rivers of 
Cumberland, rising near the borders of 
Westmorland and jLancashire, in the 
midst of that central pile of moimtains 
which separates the lakes of Winander^ 
Mere and Derwent, among which the 
pikes of Lang-dale arc most conspicuous. 
The course of the Dudden is nearly souths 
through a wild, but inhabited district^ 
till it forins a broad tract of sands between 
the coast of Cumberland and Lancashire^ 
& little below Broughton, which is ^ 
neater town than such a district might 
be supposed to boast. 

The Crake is a small stream, highly 
rapid, and descending southward from 
the beautiful lake of Conniston, in the 
higher and detached parts of Lancashire, . 
and forming at last, in conjunction witli 
the Leveuy a considerable arm of the jsea,. 
which termihatea in the great hay of 
Morecambe. Nothing can be more stu- 
pendously sublime than the pile of 
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mountains at the head ofConniston Lake, 
or more wildly picturesque than the whole 
course of this little river. 

The Leven is another Lancashire 
river, though its proper rise may be de- 
scribed as in Westmorland, near the 
border of Cumberland. In this region 
of lakes, it forms the two of Grassmere 
and Rydal Water, and meeting the Braithy 
frqm Elterwater, expands itself into the 
beautiful sheet ofWinander-Mere,adomed 
with every profusion of art and nature, 
and presenting by far the finest lake in 
England. Its aestuary, and that of /A^ 
Dudden, divide the singular district of 
Faraess from the rest of Lancashire and 
Cumberland, famous for its ruined abbey, 
its mines, and its neat capital of Ulver- 
ston. 

The Kent, though a river of some 
^beauty, is not very important in its 
size, rising ii(i die moors on the north 
of Kendale in Westmorland, and washing 
the Ivalls of that large town for a consi- 
derable extent; its direction is chiefly 
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southward, till it falls into the great bay 
of Morecambe, dividing the peculiar dis-* 
trict of Cartmel from the rest of Lan- 
cashire, in the same manner ^s the Lmen 
separates it from Furness, and theDudden 
again Furness from Cumberland. The 
sands formed by these three great aestu- 
aries are all fordable at low water, and 
•guides are appointed with fixed stipends, 
to escort travellers, by which means there 
is a short passage and cgnsiderablc inter- 
course between Lancaster and the oppo- 
site points of Cartmel and Ulverston in 
this great bay, as well as to the coast of 
Cumberland. 

The upper parts of the Kent are rather 
wild and bare, but about the opulent 
town of Kendale the country is cultiva- 
ted and finely marked; the river increases 
much afterwards in width, preserving its 
original rapidity, and precipitating itself 
in several romantic falls beneath the fine 
groves and steep banks of Leven's Park, 
belonging to the Earl of Suffolk; imme- 
diately below which, the extension of 
M 
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saiids, as tht shores recede, indicates the 
approach to the sea. 

Th e Lune of Lancashire. This beau- 
tiful river rises not far westward of the 
Edens source in the moori* of Westnwr- 
land near Kirkby Stephen. Its course is 
nearly westward to Tebay, and then di- 
rectly south by Sedbergh to Kirby Lon* 
sdale, after which it inclines a little cast- 
ward as it, fcrms the charming district 
of Lonsdale, through which it passes> 
. environed by every chann of pi^refque 
landscape, below Hornby to Lancaster, iti 
sight of which, making some great curves^ 
it falls into the sea. 

Few streams can equal tfie LuTte in 
beauty, from Sedbergh, where it ienter^ 
^ cultivated and inhabited district, to its 
conflux with the sea ; nor can many of 
the vales in England vie with Lonsdale^ 
Gray's celebrated view is taken from an 
eminence above this river near the third 
mile stone from Lancaster, frdm when/:e 
almost the whole of this delightful district 
is visible, abounding in villages, with the 
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town and castle' of Hornby in 'the centre ; 
finely intersected^ by the Lune winding 
between hills cloathed with wood, and 
backed by the high mountain of Ingle- 
borough in Yorkshire. The approach to 
Laricaster is indescribably striking, where 
the river becoming wider, and winding 
in several bold sweeps, opens to the view 
of that singular town, descending from a 
high hill, whose summit is proudly 
browned by the bastions of its noble 
castle, and the lofty tower of its church. 
It then advances towards a magnificent 
modern stbne bridge, resting on eight . 
parallel elliptic arches, and making a 
curve beneath the clifF, from which the 
town hangs descending, forms below the 
semilunar port of Lancaster, finely built 
aticj crowded with vessels, after which it 
disports itself in similar portions of 
circles before it reaches the Irish sea. 

The Wyre is composed of several 

small streams in j;he moors- which divide 

Lancashire from Yorkshire, and flows 

southward to Garstang, from w^jrence it 

_ Uz 
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makes a compass to the west, afterwards 
forming its aestuary near Poulton to the 
(east. . 

No points of peculiar beauty attend the 
^course of this river, which at first tra- 
verses a rude district, and afterwards an 
extensive level, which partakes of the 
nature of a fen. * This part of the Lan- 
cashire coast is very little pervaded by 
travellers, though well inhabited, yet the 
sea-bathing place of Black Pool attracts 
company during the summer months. 

The Ribble is one of the largest rivers 
in the north of England, rising in the 
high moors of Craven in Yorkshire, con- 
siderably to the north of Settle. Its 
course is southward till long after it has . 
passed that town, but a little inclined to 
the east ; it then turns to the south-west 
by Clithero, receiving the West Colder in / 
its way from Colne, Burnley, and Whal- 
ley, before it reaches Ribchester, from 
,whence it flows through Ribblesdale, in 
^ direction more and more westward, a 
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little on the east and south of Preston, till 
It falls into the Irish Sea. 

The origin of the Rihhle is at the upper 
end of that singular division of Yorkshire 

i called Craven, which has been already 
noticed in defcribing the River Aire. The 

" sources of these two streams, and the Ure, 
form three points of an extended triangle, 
and enclbse one of the most wild and 
hilly districts in England, W^liernside; 
Penyganty and Pendky being inferior to 
few of our mountains, and the rocky 
Scar of Giggleswick with its flowing well, 
presenting bold objeds in the romantic 
line. The whole course of the Rihhle, 
after leaving these moors, i's through a 
highly commercial and well-cultivated 
country, and the many towns on its = 
banks pnjoy a most flourishing trade. 
That part of Ribblesdale, where it cn»^ 
compasses the handsome town of Preston, 
is , wonderfully grand, this river there 
being crossed by two stately bridges, soon 
fiifter which, its aestuary forms ^ npblff 
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arirx of the sea, pervading a great level, 
after it issues from its dale,' 

The Irwell and The Meeset arc 
the last rivers to be described in Lan- 
cashire, winding through the southern 
pairts of that county, and dividing it 
mostly from Cheshire. 

The Irwell rises in the moors which 
divide Yorkshire from Lancashire, and 
passes through the district of the manu- 
facturing towns in the latter county, 
flowing westward through Rosendal forest, 
^omcwhit below Haslingden, and then 
descending in a southward direction to 
Pury. Meeting the Roch a little lower, it 
makes a great curve to the west, but turns 
suddenly to the south-east on being joined 
by a small stream from Bolton, till it 
reaches Manchester, where it is incor- 
porated with the Irk and the Medloch 
From thence its course is nearly west- 
ward till its juncjtipn with the Mersey y 
which flows inconsiderable curves towards 
the south-west, from the no|:thern boun- 
daries of Cheshire and Lancashire, com- 
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posed of the~ Tame and several small 
streams, and passing by Stockport. The 
union of these rivers takes place near the 
village oif Glazebrook, and they are soon 
afterwards cncreased still more by the 
BoIIin from Macclesfield, bearing now the 
single name of the Mersey. The course of 
this river is still westward by Warring- 
ton, somewhat below which town it 
forms that great arm of the sea, which, 
turning abruptly to the north- west^ ^ 
grows a little narrower as it passes the 
pott of Liverpool near its exit. 

There is little df the mountainous 
character attending these fivers, except 
just about their source, as they very soon 
reach a country abundant in population 
and iif^anufactufes, though not distin- 
guished for beauty. Manchester alone, 
from which tke Jrw^U is navigable, supf- 
plies it with incessant commerce ; and 
near that busy plac^ it m^ets the Duke 
of Bridgewater'3 Canal, which issuing, 
from its tunnel at Worsley, soon after 
crosses the river pn Barton bridge. Aftcf 
M4 ' 
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the junction of the rivers, the title oiiht 
Mersey alone prevails, when Warrington 
supplies it with fresh burdens of trad^ 
by canals from the north, and the Wever 
brings its tribute from the southern^and 
eastern parts of Cheshire, communicating 
with the numerous navigations of Stafr 
fordshire. The great basin of the Mersey 
then expands itself, crowded with sails 
from various quarters, pursuing their des-r 
tination to the splendid port of Liverpool 
and the Irish Sea. 

The Wever is the last of the streacni^ 
which contribute to form the great aes- 
tuary of the Mersey. It rises in the central 
part of Cheshire, flowing northward to 
Namptwich and North wich, where it is 
joined by the Dane frorp the northern con- 
fines of Staffordshire, and the Wednock 
from Middlewich. Its course afterwards 
inclines to the north-west, and a little 
below its port of Frodsham, it falls into 
the swelling basin oithe Mersey. 

This river is not distinguished by any 
memorable points, its course hcipg chiefly 



Digitized 



b^ Google 



OF GREAT BRITAIN. \6g 

through a sandy level, in which the three 
Wych towns are remarkable for their 
extensive salt works. Hawkestone, the 
delightful and highly-ornamented seat of 
Sir Richard Hill in Shropshire, is not far 
distant from its source. 

The Dee takes its origin in the 'moun- 
tainous district of Merioneth-shire in 
North Wales, being composed of two 
rapid streams, descending from the heights 
ivhich separate Dolgelly ar^dDinasmouthy 
from Bala, and uniting to form the Lake 
cf Ptmhk'Meery which is the largest in 
W^les. Issuing from thence, the Dee 
flows eastward beneath the town, and 
through the bridge of Bala, paffing along 
the valleys of Glcnderdwy and Llan- 
gollen, with various curves, till it emerges 
into the great plain of Cheshire, beneath 
the Park of Wynne-stay, soon after which 
it turns northward, forming a deep valley 
for itself through that plain, and then 
half encompassing the walls of Chester, 
become3 a great aestuary inclining to the 
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north-west, and opening a principal chan- 
nel for the trade of Ireland. 

This is a most beautiful and romantic 
jiver, nor is there a tract more singularly 
striking than that of Glender-Dwy once 
the territory of Owen Glendwr, and the - 
valley of Llangollen. The lake of Bala 
wants wood to distinguish it, but the 
position of its neat town is pleasant, ahcl 
the furious torrent of the Troweryn, de- 
scending to it from the west through the 
•pleasant grounds of Rhiolas, presents a 
picturesque object. The Dee is singular^ 
in encreasing in rapidity as it recedes from 
its source, fed by incessant streams froip 
the surrounding mountains, one of which 
called the Ceiro, near Corwen, precipi* 
tates itself down the curious^j/Zf of Glyn- 
dyj^s. It thus forms the sCxtraordinary 
valley of Llangollen, cleaving its way be- 
tween mountains of the higher order; one 
of which is crowned with the fragments 
of Dinas Bran Castle, and forming over 
ib rocky bed. From the north, a gentle 
stream descends to it from the ivied walls 
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of Llanegwest Abbey, the ornament pf 
the sweetly-secluded Vale Crucis, a^ 
soon afterwards the bridge of Llangolleft 
appears curiously founded on the broken 
rocks which strew the bed of the river, 
above which, the little town hangs sus- 
pended on a shelf of its mountain, be- 
neath the elegant retirement of its cele- 
brated cottage. The passage of the Lke 
into its great plain, as the mountains re- 
cede, is extremely grand, where theCerriog 
dashes into it from the territory of Chirk 
Castle, bounding Shropshire, and it forms 
at length the romantic 3cene of Nant-* 
y-bell, beneath the park of Wynne-stay, 
after which it abates in its rapidity, and 
jbecomes a deep and tranquil river before 
it reaches Chester. It is there discoloured 
by the tide, and cannot boast much 
beauty in its curves through a broad 
marsh, till it 'swells into its grand basin, 
marked by the opposite towns of Flint 
and Park-Gate, and filled with vessels. 
The Alan, flowing northward from Llan- 
degle, encompassing the little town of 
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Mold, and descending to the soutli-east, 
'meets the Deem the plain near the small 
towns of Farndon and Holt, after passing 
by the neat village of Grcssford and its 
ornamented church. A rapid torrent also 
issuing from the well and chapel of St. 
Wynne fred bteneath the flourishing towi^ 
of Holywell, turns a vast number of mills 
in its short course to the Dees aestuary, 
near the ruins of Basingwprk Abbey in 
Flintshire. 

The coast of Cumberland and Lan-^ 
cashire forms almost a semicircle from^ 
the mouth of the Eden to the Isle of 
Walney, which extends itself before the 
headland of Fiimess. Towards the Sol-- 
way Firth it is marshy, indenting the 
Country afterwards with the bay of KiU 
bride. Workington, near the mouth pf 
the Derwentf is famous for the inauspi- , 
cious landing of Mary Queen of Scots, 
and Whitehaven, remarkable for its ex-, 
tensive collieries ; Calder Abbey also, be- 
low Egremont, exhibits a picturesque 
ruin in some ornamented grounds of ^ 
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gentleman's seat. At a few miles distance 
from the coast, the lofty range of moun* 
tains which encompass the lakes of Cum- 
berland and Westmorland, exalt them- 
selves in formidable array, and across the 
level of the Irish sea the towering heights 
of the Isle of Man are displayed in full 
view. The bay of Morecambe forms a 
deep gulph in front of L^ncasterj fed by 
the Dudden,^ the Kent, and the Lune, to 
which the marshy tract surrounding Poul- 
ton succeeds, indented by the great aestuary 
of the Rihhky descending from below 
Preston. The Lancashire coast then 
makes another swell to the mouth of 
the Mersey, and Cheshire afterwards ex- 
tends in a broad neck of land again far. 
into the Irish sea, between that fine river, 
and the still greater channel of the Dee, 
each of which transports the abundant 
commerfc^ of the sister kingdoms to each 
other. 
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CHAP. X. 

Rivers of Wales beyond the Dee — ^Thc 
' Clwydd and The Elvvy— The Ogwen 
— ^The Seiont of Caernarvon — Coast of 
North WaleSy from the mouth g/*. the Dee 
to the Menai Straits, opposite to Angle- 
sea, and the extreme horn of Caernarvon- - 
shire at Porthdrion'head, opposite to Bard- 
sea Island — Great Bay of Cardigan ta 
St. David's Point, at the extremity of 
Pemhrole-shirey arid its rivers' belonging 
to North and South Wales, viz. The 
Gwynnedd, The Drwydd, The Maw- 
doch and Avoa,^ The Dovey or Dyffi, 
The Rhydol, The Ystwith, The Eiron, 
and The Tivy. 

The Clwydd and The Elwt arc 
two small rivers ; the Clwydd rising be- 
neath the northern termination of the 
Berouin mountains which encircle tht 
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Dee at Llangollen, and the Ehoy joining 
it near its mouth from the west. The 
course of the Chsoydd is altogether north- 
ward, through a vale about twenty miles 
in extent, and after its junction with the 
Elwy below St. Asaph, it enters the 
m^arsh of Rhydlan, falling into the sea 
beneath its castle. 

The beauties of the Vale of Clwydd 
have been long deservedly extolled, and 
. all travellers through that charming dis- 
trict mflst be struck with its happy mix- 
ture of cultivation and population, sur- 
rounded by a tract of mountains. The 
pleasant town of Ruthyn occupies a gentle 
Eminence, not far from its southern extrc- 
mity,the antient town of Denbigh with its 
fine castle descending from a high hill near 
its centre, and the little city of St. Asaph, 
with its cathedral and palace occupying the 
north in front of the marsh of Rhydlan, 
where the Irish road crosses the Vale of 
Clwydd. 

The Conway rises in that vast tribe 
of mountains which encompass Snowdon 
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in Caernarvonshire, and flows mostly 
northward, with a variety of windings, to 
the Irish sea, which it falls into soon after 
it has passed the town and castle of 
Conway. 

This stream is very rapid in its origin, 
from a small lake, tumbling in successive 
falls from precipice to precipice till it 
emerges from the Sndwdonia, under the 
high-wooded clifF of Gwedir. The nu- 
merous branches which contribute to form 
it, of which the Machno, the Ceirw, and 
the Llugvoy are most considerable, are all 
furious torrents, rising in different tracts 
of the same mountainous region. The 
-Conway, having united these, issues into, 
a beautiful vale bounded by lofty moun- 
tains, passing beneath the elegant bridge 
of Llanrwst, constructed by Inigo Jones, 
and advancing in placid beauty as it dis- 
ports itself in various curves along the 
level. At length it receives the tide, and 
swelling into a broad channel, is graced 
with the magnificent pile of Conway 
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Castl^, and the; embattled walls of its 
town, near its exit. 

The Oowen is a siiiall river, issuing 
from the same chain of moiintains, in- 
clining to the north-west, and falling into 
the arm of the sea called th^ Menal Straits^ 
a little below the small city and cathedral 
of Bangor, and opposite to Beaumaries 
in Anglesea, This, like the rest of the 
same description, is a rapid river during 
its short course* 

. The SEioiJt is a small, but very rapid 
river, rising in the heart of the Snowdo- 
nia, and forming the lakes ofLlanheris in 
its passage, which rather inclines to the 
south-west, till it turns abruptly to the 
north, to reach the sea beneath the mighty 
towers of Caernarvon Castle* Its tract, 
though short, is highly romantic, being 
the most central stream in the moun- 
tainous confines of Snowdon ; and nature 
no where exhibits her rude outline more 
magnificently than where the peak of 
that British Atlas elevates itself above the 
Castle of Dolbadem on the upper Z^i^ of 
N 
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Llanherls. The ruins of Scgontium arc 
, yet distinguishable on a planted hill near 
its exit, where the view of Caernarvon, 
with its castle, and the coast of Anglesca 
across a great arm of the sea, is hardly to 
be paralleled. 

The coast of North Wales from the 
mouth of the Dee, is for a long time 
marshy, but the moutitains advance 
towards it near Holywell in Flint-shire, 
though they again give place to marshes 
at the termination of the Vale of Clwydd. 
The point called The Ormes Head strctcht^ 
out far to the north at the mouth of the 
Conway, forming one of the hqms of a 
great bay, with Trwyndu Point in Angle- 
sea, at the entrance of the Menai Straits. 
The coast now becomes very rocky, the 
mountain of Penman- ross rises in consi* , 
derable points of elevation, and Penman* 
roawr impends in a tremendous precipice 
over the sea, strewed with rocks, along 
which the great Irish road is carried on a 
shelf. The Menal Straits here separate 
Anglesea from Caernarvonshire, and 
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abound in peculiar beauties; sometimes 
appearing land-locked like a great lake, 
and at others assuming the form of a large 
navigable river, flowing with several curves 
nearly in a diredion from north to south* 
Throughout the whole, the wooded coast 
of Anglesea, with the noble seats of Lord 
Bulkley and Lord Uxbridge, and the 
town and castle of Beaumaries, finely con- 
trast the grand rocky display of Penman-^ 
mawr and Snowdon, and the proud bas- 
tions of Caernarvon Castle. The north- 
ern part of the coast of Anglesea is rocky, 
and peculiarly distinguished by the singu- 
lar and rich copper mine in the Paris 
mountain near Amlwch. Holyhead 
stretches out far to the west in a peniuT 
sula which terminates in a high moun- 
- tain, and the shore then inclines to the 
south-west, so as to complete the irregu- 
lar parallelogram which the island forms. 
Except towards the Menai Straits, Angle- 
sea cannot boast much wood, and 
Beaumaries, its capital, is the only con- 
siderable town within its confines. The 
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coast of Caernarvonshire then.- stretcher 
out (at to the south, forming with Angle-' 
sea: the lai^ge bay of Caernarvon, and ter-- 
mitiating in Porthorion point, beyond 
which Bardsea Island lies exitended. Se- 
veral great mountains distinguish this 
long neck of land, of which Porthyn-' 
dynlleyri head Is most conspicuous ; a 
small river descends into it from th^ 
CwelJyn Lajte in the Snowdonia, a few ' 
miles below Caernarvon, terminating in 
a bay/ frorti the^ point of which the nar- 
row ferry of Aber-menai to Anglesea is 
established. There are no other streams 
of consequence in this district, and Nevin 
h its only considerable village. At this 
extremity, the coast turning suddenly 
round the point of Aberdaron, forms the 
^CMTth-west horn of the great bay of Car- 
digan, the most considerable indenture 
made by the sea on the western side of 
our island, and equally distributed be- 
tween North ^d South Wales. 
f Caernarvonshire extends upwards to 
the north, distinguished by the two towns 
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of Pwlheli and Crickheith with its castle^ 
running parallel to th^ coast already de^ 
scribed on the Caernarvon bay. This 
tract abounds in rude villages, but the 
shore of Merionethshire, which fronts 
the west, is far more wild and mountain- 
ous, where the solid bastions of Harlech 
Castle appear proudly elevated over the 
waves, in front of its decayed capital, and 
the rock of BarnK)Uth exhibits a second 
Calpe, protruding into the Irish sea. The 
coast of Cardiganshire is little less wild, 
fronting the west also for some distance 
below Aberystwith, after which it gra^ 
dually diverges so as to present itself 
towards the north, and that of Pembroke-* 
shire, indented l^ the lesser bays of New- 
port and Fisguard, rendered memorable 
by the French invasion, stretches out in 
the same direction to the promontory on 
the north of St. David's, so properly 
forming the soudiem horn of this im-^ 
fiiense gulph, which bears the title of the 
hay of Cardigan. Unless in some favourite 
ippots, mostly at the mouths of the river* 

N3 
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which open info this vast expanse^ no- 
tiling can be more wild and dreary than 
the aspect of this country ; exposed to a 
stormy channel of the Atlantic ocean 
which separates England from Ireland, 
Except Harlech, which now bears hardly 
the consequence of a village, there are 
few towns but on the banks of the vari* 
Ous rivers which descend here from the 
interior of the five counties of Caernarvon, 
MerionQth, Montgomery, Cardigan, and 
Pembroke, in the following succession* 

The Gwynedp is the first stream of 
note at the head of this great bay, those 
which descend into it at Pwllheli and 
Crickheith, in the extreme hom of Caer- 
narvonshire, being inconsiderable. It rises 
under the southern base of Snowdon, 
and pasang with great rapidity through 
that wild district by the poor hamlet of 
Bethkclcrt, cleaves its way between the 
stupendous rocks and mountains which 
separate the counties of Caernarvon and 
Merioneth, precipitating itself in a suc- 
cession of falls, where the singular bridge 
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called Pont Aberglasjjlyn orosses it, over 
which is the only practicable road through 
this rude district, Xfe Traeth-Mowr 
Sands immediately succeed, forming a 
considerable asstuary,' Avhich is fbrdablc 
from Penmorva at low water. 

The Drwt di> is a river of the same 
description, rising inthesouthern districtof 
the Merionethshire portixm of the Snow- 
donia, and pursuing a short but winding 
course towards the south-west, meets 
the sea at the Traeih By chart Sandiy which 
unite in the hay of Cardigan with tho^e of 
Traeth Mawf. - 

The Drwydd is larger than the Gwyn^ 
nedd, and abating in its rapidity as it 
emerges from the mountains,, disparts 
itself in gentle curves through the de* 
lightful valley of Festiniog, adorned with 
rich woods, smiling enclosures, and the 
stately groves which surround the elevaL- 
ted rmmsion of Tan-y-Bwlch, with its 
pleasing inn and' hamlet. Two jSne stone 
bridges with a long connecting causeway 
present a grand approach from the south 
' • N4 
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to this enchanting district, which bursts 
upon the eye of a traveller from the wild 
hills confining it on either side with in- 
credible beauty, and appears like a second 
Tempc, enclosed by a savage oi^tUne of 
mountains. 

The Mawdoch aitd The Avon are 
the two most considerable rivers which 
Merionethshire can boast, as entirely ap- 
propriate to itself, though the Dee and 
the Davey partly belong to that county. 

The Mawdoch rises on the south side 
of those mountains which form the bar- 
rier of the valley of Festiniog in that 
quarter, and its coyrse is mostly south- 
ward, till it meets the Avon about a mile 
below Dolgelly, which flows through a 
fine vale from the north-east, and finds 
its origin in the mass of hills encircling 
the Lake of Bala, not far from the source 
of the Dee. Both these rivers, when 
united, form a grand aestuary, inclining 
to the south-west, but turning abruptly 
to the west at its mouth benfeath the i'ock 
pf Barmouth; and its opposite cliffiu - 
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The course of the Mawdoch, though 
short, is predpitous and rapid, receiving 
several tributary streams of the same na- 
ture, the principal of which are the Coyne 
and the Motkwaye, remarkable for their 
cataracts, and the torrent which produces 
the ceIebratedyZi& ofDolymyllyn ; ia the 
latter part of its passage, it forms a nar- 
row valley, strikingly wild in its asped, 
and beautifully fringed with wood. 

The Avon is much larger, and more 
placid than tJjte Mawdodif watering a 
delightful vale for a considerable length, 
where population and cultivation thrive 
abundantly ; at the head of which stands 
Dolgelly, the little capital of Merioneth* 

No display of wafer can be more su- 
perb than the great aestuary of these two 
rivers at high tide, filling up the whole 
space between the surrounding moun- 
tains, among which Cader-Idris, the 
second in North- Wales, exalts its three 
points to the ikies, while the rock pvcr-^ 
hanging Barmouth impends magnifi- 
gcntl^ QVpr the shore. Neither . shoidd 
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that extraordinary effort of art and labour 
be imnoticed here, by which a noble road 
is carried along the rocks which form its 
northern bank, where nature has in yarn 
opposed its obstacles to the genius and 
active persevenuice of man. This ex- 
traordinary pass sometimes springs froiii 
rock to rock by arches over the frequent 
torrents which descend from the moun^- 
tains, and at others occupies highly-ex* 
alted terraces, which are formed with 
great ingenuity in their sides^ so that a 
traveller now approaches Barmouth^ 
which was before almost inaccessibly, 
with equal pleasure and security, enjoying 
throughout the finest views of this great 
sestuary, and its amphitheatre of moun-* 
tains. 

The Dovey op..Dtffi finds its source 
on the southern side of thofer mountains 
which range themselves round the Lah 
ofBala^ or Pimhle-Meery joining the Be- 
rouin ridge of Denbighshire* Its course 
is nearly southward to Dinasmouthy, after 
which it winds through a rich plain more 
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towards the westward to Machynleth, 
and then turns yet more to the west as 
it approaches^ the hay of Cardigan. Many- 
are the beautiful points of view which 
the Dovey exhibits in its descent through 
the wilder parts of its district- ; emerging 
from these beneath the wretched! village 
df Dinasmouthy and the hamlet of Ma- 
llwydd, it traverses a populous, cultivated, 
and, well-inhabited vale to the handsome 
tovra of Machynleth in. Montgomery- 
shire, and then receiving the tide, it be- 
comes crowded with vessels, and well 
porovidcd with docks, as it forms the 
boundary between North and South 
Wales, and passes between the mountain- 
ous and wooded banks of Merionethshire 
and those of Cardiganshire into the ^eat 
bay already described^ 
• The Rhtdol and The Ystwith. 
These are the two first rivers of South 
Wales in the descent of the lay of Car* 
digan, into which both fall a little below 
the town of Aberystwith. ^ 

The JRhydol rises in Cardiganshire on 
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the south-western border of Montgomery-^ 
shire, being one of. the principal rivers 
produced in that wild and rocky district 
which forms the base of the great moun- 
tain Plinlimmon. / Its course is south- 
ward, tilj it receives the Monach's torrent 
at the Devil's Bridge, and it then ^o"ws 
directly to the west, turning a little 
northward, as it reaches the sea beneatl^, 
the walls of Aberystwith. 

This is a rapid river from its source to 
its mouth, passing through .a singularly 
wild district, and forming a ro^nantic 
valley bounded by irregular mountains 
on each side. Its steep banks are every 
where abundantly fringed with brush 
wood intermingled with rock, and near its 
turn to the west it receives the dark 
stream pf the Monach, tumbling in a pro- 
digious fall, after cleaving it^ way through 
a deep channel, beneath the two curious 
parallel arches of the Devil's Bridge. Mr. 
Jphnne's highly-improved and planted 
territory of Havod covers the hills an4 
v*lUes on the south of the ^hy4oh wfeosQ 
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vale expands considerably as it advances 
towards the west, but does not admit 
much cultivation, till within six miles of 
its mouth. The stately old church of 
Llanbadern Vawr appears to great advan- 
tage on a high elevation above its right 
bank, and the large town of Aberystwith, 
which is its port, graces its exit to the 
sea* 

The Ystwtth takes its origin in the 
ridge of high bare mountains, which di- 
vide Cardiganshire from Radnorshire, 
considerably to the south-east of Plin- 
limmon ; its short course inclines first to 
the south-west, but turns abraptly to the 
north-west, and at laft flows almost di- 
rectly northward to Aberystwith where it ^ 
meets the sea. 

The aspect of this stream, though en- 
compassed by as wild a district, is less 
savage than that of the Rhydol; pleasant 
meadows enclosing its winding banks, 
where the nature of the country willadmit 
of it, while some shew of population and 
a few fine seats occasionally grace its 
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course. The superb buildings, and pro^ 
minent groves of Havod, which barely 
shew themselves as boundaries of the 
vale of Rhydol, appear -iti; ^11 their fairy 
display in that of Ystwith, presenting a 
wonderful assemblage of objects, in which 
the powers of nature and art are most 
successfully united, to the surprize of 
those strangers who have traversed the 
dreary wilds which encompass this para- 
dise. Crosswood park, an old place of 
Lord Lisburne, and Nanteos, the hand- 
some seat of Mr. Powell, enliven the 
scene, in descending the vale formed by 
the Ystwithy which river at last meets the 
sea very near to the mouth of the Rhydol, 
contributing with it to form the harbour 
of Aberystwith, the principal haven in 
the bay of Cardigan, arid of late years 
much frequented as a public sea-bathing 
place. 

The Eiron is a small river of Cardi^ 
ganshire, flowing westward into the bay 
of Cardigan, where the coast of South 
Wales begins to turn in that direction to 
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form the opposite horn, to that of Aber-^ 
daron in Caernarvonshire. This streani 
would be scarcely worthy of mention 
were it not for the higlily pleasing and 
romantic valley which it creates, as it 
descends to the sea, and the neat inn of 
Abereiron, close to its bridge. 

The Tivt is a much more consider- 
able river than either the Rkydol, or t/ie 
Ystwithy being the principal stream of 
Cardiganshire, and pervading great part 
of that county, which it divides from 
Caermarthenshire and Pembrokeshire, 
during the latter part of its course. Rising 
from a lake among thole mountains 
which form the barrier of Radnorshire, 
it flows southward to Tregaron, but turns 
towards the west before it reaches Llan- 
beder ; nea,r Newcastle it inclines rather 
northward, and actually fronts the north, 
when it approaches the sea, after passing 
under the arches of the old bridge of 
Cardigan. 

The T/t^ becomes a placid stream, soon 
after it emerges from its native moun- 

7 
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tains^ and continues so in its passage 
through the plain of Cardiganshire^ ex- 
cept when it is swelled by floods. The 
monastic remains of Strata Florida Abbey 
grace the eariy part of its course, before 
it reaches the antient town of Tregaron ; 
it then enters the wild uninteresting 
plain in whiqh Llanbeder is situated, gra- 
dually confining itself within steep banks 
fringed with wood as it approaches New- 
castle. Soon afterwards it becomes sud- 
denly engulphed within two piles of high 
rocks, from which it acquires the rapidity 
of a furious cataract, precipitating itself 
in a fall, which has acquired the title of 
the Salmon leap. 

Augmented afterwards by the tide, the 
Thy proceeds in a broad majestic stream, 
winding between the bases of two lofiy 
ridges, on one of which the proud towers 
of Kilgarren Castle, starting forth from a 
high mass of rock and wood, are opposed 
beautifully by the hanging groves and 
^reading lawns of Coidmore. The exit 
of the river from this grand pass is at- 
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tended with a view of the hills bounding 
the sea, across a small but populous and 
busy plain, at the extremity of which the 
handsome town of Cardigan displays it* 
self, with its £ne old bridge and castle* 
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CHAP. tj. 

Milford Haven, and its various branches-^ 
The Taave — ^The Towey of Caermar^ 
thenshire — ^The Lwghor — ^The Lowet 
Taavc, The Neath, The TaafFc, and ? 

The Rhuraney of Glamorganshire-^ 
The Uske of Breconshire and Mon- 
mouthshire — Coast of South Wales from 
St. David*s Head in Pembrokeshire^ to 
the mouth of Th.t Wye below Chepstawe 
in Monmouthshire J extending along the 
whole Bristol Channel, opposite to tlie 
Coast of Cornwall^ Devonshire, and 
Somersetshire. 

MilfordHaven AND ITS Branches. 

This justly-admired harbour, indenting 
deeply the southern coast of Pembroke- 
shire, occupies a large space of that 
county, with its great basin, and the va- f 

rious curving branches that contribute to i 
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form it, which arc fed by some incon*; 
sidcrable streams from the interior of the 
country. ,Few of these are dignified 
with any certain appellation, except the 
Hiog, though most of them suddenly be-» 
come great asstuaries from mere rivulets; 
united with (he main basin, as the daws 
are with the body of a crab, and equally 
sinuous. The Hiog rises near the village 
of St. Catherine in the north-western part 
of Pembrokeshire, not far from Fisguard, 
passing through the centre of the county, 
and forming a romantic del] for many 
miles before it reaches the capital town 
of Haverford-West in its way. to the 
south. It then becomes navigable, and, 
widening in its course, meets anotheh 
hranch of the Haven at hlamhipping Ferry ^ 
which, fed also by its creative stream, 
descends from the north-east beneath the 
groves of Slebatch and Picton Castle. 
A longwinding course succeeds, till a third 
Iranch from Loveston in the north-east, 
and a fourth from the noble ruin of Carew 
Castle in the south-east, unite beneath 
Oz 
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the elevated mansion, fine park, and 
rich woods of Laurenny, and form a 
second junction with this greater body of 
water beneath their impending shades. 
Swelling into various bays, and studded 
with sails, this increased aestuary inclines 
towards the west, being soon afterwards 
joined by aj^th branch flowing from the 
ancient town and majestic bastions of 
Pembroke Castle. Here the grand basin 
opens, inclining chiefly to the ^yest, but 
turning abruptly southward near its 
mouth, and appearing perfectly land- 
locked when viewed from within; the 
ports of Hubberston, Haikin, and Milford 
occupy one of the many bays near the 
centre of this great sheet of water, which 
undoubtedly constitutes the most spacious 
harbour in the British Island. 

Such is the actual display of Milford 
Haven, abundantly favoured by nature, 
and immortalized by the description of 
our first dramatic bard in his play of 
Cymbeline. As a picturesque object, the 
great basin lyses. much of its effect from 
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a-deficicncy of wood, and the uniform 
want of grandeur in the surrounding hills; 
But these points of beauty are abundantly 
supplied in the course of its winding 
branches, and more particularly in that of 
Laurenny. 

As an object of utility to a maritime 
nation, Milford Haven suffers from a want 
of that attention which has been pro* 
fusely bestowed on harbours far inferior ; 
and, except where some^absurd and ex- 
pensive fortifications have been erected 
too far up the country to be serviceable, 
it languishes in undeserved obscurity. Its 
trade, notwithstanding, is considerable, 
though it carniot boast of being a favoured 
arsenal of t]ie British navy, and it pre- 
sents the re^idiest passage to the south of 
Ireland. * 

The Taave rises in the range of hills 
called Procelle, which form the only 
rapuntainous district of Peipbrokcshire. 
Its course is short, bearing first to the 
south-west, then to the south, and lastly, 
tp the SQuth-east. 

03 
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This stream is not distinguished by fttijr 
particular circumstance ; the country 
through which it flows being chiefly 
wild and uninteresting, till it sinks intd 
a pleasant valley near St. Clear, and soon 
after becoming very wide towards its 
mouth, fafls into the great bay 6f Caer- 
marthenshirc beneath the walls of Llag- 
huarne and its castle. 

The To wet is the most considerable 
river in Cacnuarthenshire, finditlg its 
source not far from that of fhe Thy, in 
the distant wilds of Cardiganshire, be- 
tween Tregi!roii and RhyadergtJWy. 

Tke Tawey flows southward through 
the dreary -waste? of Rosed forest to Lhi- 
tiymdovery, und, then indines' more and 
more to the west as it passes Llandilo and 
approaches Caermarthen, where it teccives 
the tide, becoming navigabk, and turns 
Southward to its mouth at Llamtcpfeati. 

A more varied and interesting ^strict 
can hardly be described, than that which 
attends the whole course of tfiis noHe 
river, which, gradually diTesting itseffof 
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the wild ehatactef moirkitig lU bti^n, iftt 
li/Iamymdotety ^ters a fihe ^k«», i^fl 
jdivenifiedby vitiages atid^^kifvatio^, bdt 
not unattended with a tftbuntftinote a|>A 
Jjearance. At Ltefldflo ft mfceS a diUfetent 
aspect, md <mmpiti!g mtnid th6 fMT&ud dbn- 
main of Dia«t«#r Caidtkr^fikd htA^&^ 
its well- wooded lemtcsyi- t;flA th« o^o»- 
site seat of 0<^<dettO*i)fV«, t«> Ibffin ^ tkX 
-vale of Caemtaitheiiu Ord&^ Hifi, Rus^ 
kndCa^tki Middlet6fi ftdl, aad hum>- 
\iet\t8s villages, dwsofatfe tUte h«^y tfer*. 
Yitoty, whii;h 4]edfns \»tbail idnr bbiuttieK 
that abund|a»t faa«iire,.atti t«UappHtd> 
iand classic fame can beitow. This Tahi, 
■widenitij^ a& It 'ptooetds^ oditiks a cange 
of the greetitst tfieadows, Anwlgh wVich 
^^ tiref ^reik m matiiMi cnrvids, ai it 
Hows by dl&|Hdaceof Abcfgmlly* fekm^ 
ing to the ^sh«)f>i'i<^ of St, Davids, bid 
ftj^«jadhes t^e spot on v^hioh the eotnity 
town <rf CsKraiarthen is pkoed. TAe 
Tdtu^, i^er J)assfaig nader the old fecidge 
ofCaefmaithen, soi!>n becomes an asstuary, 
crowded with tessels, alxd discfaatges itself 
O4 
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i«ito the sea with- great :^:andeur beneath 
]thc lofty rock on which the towers of 
Ll^nstephanstaAd exalted, near the centre 
of the great CaermarthemHire hay. 

Th e 1/WGhor is inconsiderable except 
at its mouth, J^pwing directly southward 
from the mpi^ntiins which enclose Llan- 
xiilo, and^ dividing for sofnd di$tarice the 
<:ounties of Caermarthen aAd Glamorgan. 
At Pont-ftrdil]^ it recems the tide, faK 
ling at length into the recseSs oithe bay of 
Q^rdigan. callesd//^ Bttrry, beneath tht 
«mall town dhdica&tlciof Jbwghor, where 
a ferry is establiBhcd to that part of Gla- 
aifiorganshire. called , Go wcr, which this 
stream contributes to render ^ peninsula. 

Tuft Lower. Taave ;'i9es in the 
mounfadns ) which separ^ Glamorgw- 
•sbire from Breconshire, and traversing a 
.wild distriit towards the south, ;soon be- 
comes immersed in the coal and copper 
works with which the vicinage of Swam^ 
sea abounds, and attended by parallel ca- 
nals, passes through their sulphureous re^ 
gion to the busy town of Swansea, where 
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it falk into the > Glamorgansfhire bay* 
Were it not for the prevalence of thtfsfc 
works, and the atmosphere they create, 
the valley formed by this river would be 
pleasant, as the hills which encircle it arc 
bold, and not unadorned with wood^ An 
arid sterility, however, marks many ^ 
the heights near the copper works, disi- 
robing them of their verdure, and .con»- 
trasts4isagrefeably the black soil and aspect 
of the collieries, combining with them 
to involve the whole sunrouilding cpuntrj^ 
in volumes of smoke. 

The Neath is a much more consir 
4ierable river than t/ie Taave, finding its 
origin in the same range of mountains, 
but somewhat to the eastward ; descend- 
ing from these with great rapidity, it 
forms at last a deep valley, through which 
it pursues its course southward, inclining 
a little to the west, to Neath, where it 
BEJcets the tijle, ^nd after several curves 
in the marsh below that town, falls into 
the centre of the bay of Swans^. 

The rapid encrease of this ^tre^m frpqd 
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a citaract to a rivuldt, and from a rivulet 
to a river, as it <iesccnds from its moun- 
tainous sdarce, is much to be admired. 
At Pont-Nceth-Vaughan it teceivcs 
several tributaty streams, each of which 
arc adorned with highly^ romantic ^ens> 
intermixed with rock, and fringed with 
larttsh-wood. It then pervades a Valky 
^obounding in rich woods and over^-hati^ 
4ng groves, which, as it widens, presents 
A canal and it& attendant works ^a^Uel 
vrith th^ coui*se of the river. The lawns, 
plantations, and fine buildingsf of the 
Gnoll appear next, proudly over-looking 
the* numerous forges hnd collieries ^ 
'Neath; a broad marsh succeeds, after 
which tl^e entfatice of the Neath into the 
^ne bay of Glamorgan is graced with 
the groves encircling the beautifiil terri- 
tory of Briton Ferry, and the more dis- 
tant summit of the high hill of Margam, 
covered trith oaks from iu base to its. 
summit* 

The Avok, Tite Oomore, ai^d Tnt 
*EtVE3TNy, ^re three small rivers, pertad- 
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failing successively into the ^eat bay 
.formed fa^ the coast of that county. 
Neither of t^ese rivers is attended widi 
any peculi^ featwes, except the coUicnes 
jand cd);^r works which ^circle tl^ exit 
■6f the Avm, 2L litde below- the fine park 
of Margara, and the town of Bridgend 
on the Ogmore^ which rises in a small 
lake among the mountains, and is soon 
joined by the Uanty. The BiMmty meets 
thdse united streams at lait, and each 
river punuei a line, but IrtHe deviating 
iittin the so^h in ite short eotil-*. 
- The Taa^fb boasts the satfie moun- 
tainous ori^n with the test of the Gk«- 
mofganshife rivsers, but is grcady larger 
mid more beautiful than the others ; it 
indmcs dmmghout to the south-east^t 
forming in iti^ passage a great variety c£ 
curves. • 

^ Tht source of thi Taafk is oimsiderably 
eastward of that i^ithe Neath, within the 
limits of fircxonshire^ and on ^ the south 
side of that vast pile of mountains which 
1 
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encircle th^ two lofty summits of the 
Van of Brecknock. Like the Neath, the 
.Taaff^e hastily forms itself. from a torrent, 
tumbling in successive cataracts till it 
becomes a river, and attaining that cha- 
racter before it reaches! the flourishing 
iron-w^orks of Merthyr Tydvill, which, 
covering the interior repesse^ of a rude 
and mountainous district, might in classic 
times have been mistaken.for the furnaces 
and workshops of Vulcan.- From thence 
the Taaffe precipitates itself with vast 
ibrce and rapidity into the deep abyfs of 
a vale, whose epposi tie, banks are distin*- 
l^shcd by a canal, keeping pace with it 
as it descends by a (Juick successioi^ g^ 
locks on one side, while a Tpad is con- 
ducted curiously fropa t«race to terrace 
on the other.- This hasty descent is prinr 
cipally performed in several miks, yet the 
vale still apparently sinks as it e^pands^ 
till the hills swell above it into jnqun- 
tains, whose rugged tops appear finely 
disposed at every turn of the road, above 
the profuse cloathing of wood with which 
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their rocky sides and bases are covered. 
The road and opposite canal still occupy 
a shelf on each side o( the Taaffe, which 
encreasing in rapidity forces its way with 
unparalleled fury between the barriers of 
mountains, woods, and impending cliffs, 
till it is crossed by the wonderful struc- 
ture of the Pont-y-Pryddj presenting a 
single arch, which springs from rock to 
rock . with indescribable lightness and 
beauty. Several miles lower, after pass- 
ing under the ruins of Castle Coch, which 
was built to defend the entrance of this 
valley, the Taaffe emerges into a spacious 
and well-inhabited plain, in which the 
antient monastic city of LlandafFe, now 
little riiore than a village, and the flourish- 
ing county town ofCardifFe are situated. 
Flowing through their bridges, it meets 
the tide, and ^traverses a broad marsh to 
fall into the sea opposite tothe high todk 
of Pennarth, 

The Uske rises in the moiriitains' 
which divide Breconshire from Cabrmar- 
thcnshire, flowing eastward to Brecon, 
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from whwee it inclines a litdc to the 
south in its way to Abergavenny, and stiU 
more so to Uskc, where it turns to the 
wmth-west towards Caerlcon, Newport, 
^nd the Btiatol Channel. 

A peculiar mixture of the grand and 
the placid in landscape attends this river 
f5rom its origin, as emerging from the 
TOOuntains it forms a str6ngly- featured 
valley by Leiichyntevin, Devcnog, and 
amidst the rich groves and lawns of Pen- 
pont to Brecknock, where the rapid 
Honddy descends to it from the north; 
A diffter(?nt scene displays itself after 
passing that handsome town, as the Uske 
fk\W5 by the seats of Peterstone, Ske*^ 
throg, and Bucklahd, till winding round' 
the mountain of the Bwlch, it enters 
into a more extended vale, highly 
wooded, well cultivated, and abounding 
in population, 

Crickhowell, with its picturesque spim 
and castic, occupies an eminence in the 
qenti€ of this charming tract, surrounded 
by PM^sy pleasant se^s, an4 enc9mpa38ed 
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by an amphitheatre of mountains, among 
which, the JSlack Mountain, the Sugar 
Loaf, the Blorcngc, and the Desguilfa, 
bear the most conspicuous forms. A few 
miles lower, the Uske enters Monmouth- 
shire, and soon afterwards reaches the old 
town of Abergavenny, most delightfully 
situated just without the gap formed by 
the mountains, at the entrance o( the 
great plain of that county. Through 
this plain it winds to reach the town 
and castle of Uskc, joined by a small 
stream from the north-we$t, which sup- 
plies the town and works of Pontypool. 
It meets the tide before it approaches th€ 
curious town of Caerleon, flowing through 
the singular bridges of timber which lead 
to that place and Newport. The Elwy 
and the Sorwy rising in the mountainous 
tract towards the north-west, and, after 
Aek union, passing through the ext^i-. 
sive and well- wooded park which over- 
hangs the ipagnificent old sept of Tredc-^ 
gar enter the marshes below tbat place, 
aiKl joia th^ Uske at its mouth, where 
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all contribute to enlarge the Bristol Chan- 
neL 

The southern coast of Wales is, through- 
out Pembrokeshire, almost as 'dreary and 
wild as that which opposes the Bay of Car- 
digan ; and the Bay of St. Bride, fronting 
the stormy west, and environed with a 
range of tremendous cliffs, often threatens 
inevitable destruction to thofe happless 
mariners who are driven towards its in- 
auspicious opening, Milford Haven, irn- 
mediately succeeding, holds out a safer 
refuge; but, beyond it the coast continues 
rocky, as y^rell as full of caves and singu- 
lar apertures, to the entrance of the Bay 
of Caermarth^n. Stackpoble Court, the 
fine seat of Lord Cawdor, exhibits a 
striking contrast to the bleak outline 
which surrounds it, in a romantic dell 
profusely interwoven with wood, near ^ 
small creek, which penetrates here into 
the country froni the fea. Manorbear 
Castle also presents a fine object? on the 
shore, and the rock on which Tenby isi 
situated, marked by its high spire and 
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happy ihterrriixture of wood, stretches out 
far into the large Bay of Caermarthenf 
forming dso the southern extremity of 
that wild range of cliffs on the Pem- 
brokeshire coast, which extend from St. 
David* s Head and St. brides Bay. . 

The beauty of the fitUation of Tenby, 
the purity of its air, and its excellent po- 
sition fot bathing (having admirable fands, 
ever accessible and open to two seas), 
have made this town to be much fre- 
quented by company during the summer 
and autumnal seasons, so that it may 
justly be called the pleasantest public 
place in Wales. The coast of Cornwall 
and many points of Devonshire are seen 
from hence at a considerable distance 
acrofs the channel, in the centre of which 
the oval rock of the Isle of Lundy is 
distinctly visible. The .opposite horn of 
the hay x)f Caermarthen to that of Tenby 
is formed by the point of Penrhyn-Gwyr, 
the extremity of that singular peninsula 
in Glamorganshire which is called Gowerl 
Within this vast expanse of water the 
P 
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Taave, the Tovoey, and the LugvoJtor find 
their passage to the sea. The hay of Ox^ 
wich, containing Mr. Talbot's cwma- 
mented creation of Penrice, opens on the 
other side of the point of Gower, and still 
lower, the greater bay of Swansea expands 
itself from the Mumble's Point, crowned 
with and exhibiting the fine ruin ol 
Oystermouth Castle, within which is a 
safe harbour for shipping. The wooded 
hill of Margam descends to this bay per- 
pendicularly, nearly opposite to the 
Mumble's Head, Surrounded by Mr. Tal- 
bot's spacious park, beneath which his^ 
superb orangery is built, near the elegant 
gothic remains of the old chapter-honise 
of Margam monastery. The pleasant inn 
of Pyle, which has been splendidly re- . 
built and fitted up by that gentleman, 
commands the whole of the bay (fSwan-^ 
sea £nely from the terraces of its gardens, 
but its contiguous bathing place of New- 
ton is rendered unpleasant by the vast 
hillocks of loose sand with which it- is 
surrounded. The inhabited castles of 
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Dunraven, St. Donats, and Futimun, 
grace the district which expands into the 
sea beyond the hay ofSvddnseay and which 
opens into what may properly be callect 
the hay of Glamorg'afiy in which the little 
Island of Barry holds out its -attractions 
to the neighbourhood as a sea-bathing 
place. The Bristol Channel being here 
hinch contracted, the heights of the Op- 
posite coast of Devonshire and Somer- 
setshire, between Ilfracomb and Mine- 
head, appfear finely elevated, and the two 
little islands of the Steep and the Flat 
Holmes, one of which is crowned with a 
light-house, divide the expanse of water, 
but are much nearer to the Welch tlian 
the English coast. 

The Ihore of Monmouthshire inclines 
principally to the south, verging at last 
towards the east, during the first part of 
which, marshes extend from it far into 
the country, till they are stopped by one 
of those ridges of hills with which that 
county abounds. The groves of Tredcr 
gar appear eialted above this level, and 

P2 
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the church-yard of Newport, commands 
si beautiful view of the opposite shores of 
Somersetshire and Glocestershire, with 
the numerous Ihipping generally collected 
at King^Road at the mouth of the Lower 
Avon, A new bridge over the Uske at 
Newport does great credit to the libera^ 
lity of the county, and facilitates the in- 
tercourse with Wales, which the old 
structure rendered very inconvenient. 
Beyond Newport, Sir Robert Salusbury*s 
seat of Llanwerne adorns the Mon- 
mouthshire coast, and the ruins of Cal- 
decot Castle make a distinguished figure 
near the black rock, where the New Pas- 
sage to Bristol is constituted, a little below 
the entrance of The Wye. 
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CHAPTER X;iL 

The Wye, and its tributary streams ; viz. 
The Eilon, The Jrthen, The Crewyn, 
The Llevenny, The Lugg, a7id The 
Monowe — ^The Severn, Its sources y and 
three assistant rivers ; viz. The Temc 
of Shropshire, The Upper Avon of War- 
wlckshlre, and The Lower Avon of 
Somersetshire. ' 

The Wye, and Its trilutary 
STREAMS. -—This noble river rises on the 
south side of the great mountain of Plin- 
limmon, 5rt the borders of Montgomery- 
shire and Cardiganshire, being sota^what 
southward of the source of the Severn, 
and eastward of that of the RhydoL Its 
course is at first towards the south, in- 
clining gradually to the east, as it sepa- 
rates Breconshire from Radnorshire, till 
stopped by the protruding mass of the 

P3 
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Black Mountain, it turns to the north- 
east till it has passed the Hay, and then 
flows mostly eastward through the great 
plain of Herefordshire, to the aptient ca- 
pital of that county. Its course is then 
chiefly southward to Ross, inclining to 
the we$t after wa:rds, as it approaches 
Monmouth, from whence it is pripci- 
pally directed to the sovith, till it unites 
itself with the Severuj near which it found 
its origin, b^ow Chepstowe, thus forming 
the Bristol ChanueL Near Rhyadergowy 
it receives the Eilon from the Cwm-Ty- 
then hills, and afterwards the' Ython from 
the Radnorshire bprdcrs of Shropshire. 
The Crewytp joins it at Bwlth from tb^ 
edge of Cardiganshire, ^nd as it ap* 
proaches the Black Mountain^ the Lkt 
vemiy, issuing, from the great pool ofLan-* 
gors in Breconshire, descends to it by the 
old town of Tklgarth. Various other 
^mall streams are also added to it, as' it 
icmerges from the recesses of Wales into 
the plain of Herefordshire. The tiurbid 
jitrfi&m of the Lujgg from Pyesteignp an4 
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Leominster (joined by the Endwell from 
New Radnor, the Arovo from Kington 
and Pembridge, and the Frome fromBrom* 
yard) contaminates for a while the pure 
waters of the Wye below Hereford ; the 
Monowe also, joined by various small 
streams on the border of Herefordshire, 
and meeting at last the Trothy from the 
interior of Monmouthshire, is added to 
the Wye below Monmouth. None of 
these branches, or the countries they pass 
through, have features imconnected with 
the Wye^ which require any peculiar de- 
scription. 

The Wye^ thouglv not the greatest, may 
certainly be called, tlie most beautiful of 
the rivers of South Wales, abounding in 
grand and majestic featiircs, varying in- 
cessantly its course and appearance with 
the countries through which it passes, 
and yet preserving strong traits of its 
original character throughout. Its rapi- 
dity is almost unparalleled, as, descending 
from its native mountains, it dashes 
with incredible fury through /the rocks 
P4 
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over which the single-arched Bridge of 
Rhyadergbwy is thrown, and forces its 
way between two great barriers of moun- 
tains to the small but finely-featured 
plain, in which the pleasant town of 
Euilth, and its bridge and castle, present 
conspicuous objects. It then forms a 
highly-romantic vale, bounded by lofty 
hills on each side, and rolling with in- 
expressible, 'rapidity and beauty over its 
rocky channel, winds finely between the 
bold rocks of Abereddo, and the woods en- 
circling the pleasant little hamlet of Er- 
wood. Soon afterwards it makes a sur- 
prising curye,^ tumbling in a succession of 
falls over the shelving rocks of its foun-r 
dation^ and roaring like one continued 
cataract, as it passes beneath the thick 
groves and expanded lawns surrounding 
Llangoed Castle in Breconshire. The 
furrowed sides and protruding angles of 
the Black Mountain now seem to block 
up all further passage, when the Jf^e^, 
turning boldly towards the east, proceeds 
in a broad and deeper stream through ^ 
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range of charming meadows, still divid- 
ihg the counties of Radnor and Brecon. 
Though it loses here the rugged appear* 
ance of a cataract, it yet preserves a great 
|)ortion of its original rapidity, and ia 
times of flood ravages this delightful 
valley with destructive fury, of which 
the ruins of the three fine stone bridges 
of Glasbury, the Hay, and Whitney, bear 
tremendous marks. Maesleugh, the ele- 
.vated seat of Mr. Wilkin^, graces the 
Radnorshire bank, opposed to the shelving 
eminences of the Black Mountain, and 
further on, the single tree which marks 
the point of Clyro Forest, overhanging 
its village, fronts the old town and castle 
of the Hay in Breconshire, beyond which 
rise the high groves of the More- Wood; 
encircling their ,verdant lawns with ex- 
treme beauty and grandeur. 

Such is the proud exit of the Wye from 
Wales, Herefordshire succeeding to Bre- 
conshire, though Radnprshire still occu- 
pies its northern bank, >as it passes be- 
tween the woods 4nd orchards of Cabalva, 
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and the village of Clifibrd, with its high 
jchurch and the ruins of that castle which 
^ve birth to fair Rosamond. Beneath 
the few remaining fragmeaits of Whitney 
bridge, it enters the rich plain of Here- 
fordshire, and glides beautifully between 
orchards, meadows, corn-fields, and viU 
Ji^es, till it passes suddenly through the 
bold arches of Bredwardine bridge, as if 
turned by the abrupt and commanding 
imminence of Mawbech hill. It then 
forms a sweet valley for itself in the midst 
of the plain, decorated with many hand^ 
some seatSi among which. Sir George 
Cornwall's groves and park at Mocca's 
Court, and Major Cottereirs fine spot q£ 
Garnons> are most observable. Tfie ff^e 
loses itself at length in the flat encircling 
the antient city of Hereford, whose ca- 
thedral appears restored in renovated 
beauty from the late fall of its western 
tower, together with its palace and the 
pleasant walk of its Castle Green, over* 
banging the river, which here becoming 
jiavigable, seems prematurely infected by 
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th€ subsequent junction of the Lugg, i$^ 
cjfsarness being sullied, and its rapidity 
?tpparently loat for a time. Thus it slug- 
gishly creeps on through a country, which, 
though by no means level or unadorned 
with seats, that of the Duke of Norfolk 
at Holme-Lacy being a striking object, 
does not aboxmd in picturesque beauty* 
At Ross it emerges from this tcnjporary 
eclipse, and recovering with tenfold energy 
from its late state of apparent repose, rcr 
§umes the brightnefs and rapidity of iti 
pristine chftracter, as it forms the admired 
curve which the church-yard of that 
town commands. The celebrated spire 
of Ross-church, peeping over a noble row 
of elms, here fronts the ruined castle of 
Wilton, beneath the arches of whose' 
bridge t/^e Wye ^ows through a charming 
sucession of meadows, encircling at last 
the lafty and well- wooded hill, crowned 
with the majestic fragments of Goodrich 
Castle, and opposed by the waving emi-r 
nencpes of the forest of Dean. The mighty 
pile of Symond's rock succeeds, round 
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which the river forms an astonishing pe- 
ninsula of seven miles, joined by the nar- 
row isthmus which this cliff connects; 
High hills and thick woods now encom- 
pass it on every side, till turning beneath 
the groVes of Hadnock, it approaches the 
picturesque spire and old bridge of Mon- 
mouth, in a broad and strait reach with 
considerable majesty. Contrary to the 
usual course of rivers, the rapidity of the 
ffye cnCTC^scSy arid the objects surround- 
ing it enlarge as it terminates its course ; 
after the junctiori of the Monowe, it is for 
0. while buried in the deep abyss of the 
valley it forms, rolling over incessant 
shoals from Redbrook, through a wild 
and ill-inhabited district, till it passes the 
villages of Llandogoe and Brockware, at 
the latter of virhich it meets the tide. 
Swelling at once there into a majestic 
lestuary, it fills the Space betv^een the 
impeiiding woods and. rocks on eithef 
side, and winding with inexpressible 
grandeur round the ivy-mantled frag- 
ments of Tintern Abbey, it enconipasscs 



Digitized 



by Google 



OF GREAT BRITAIN. 921 

^e rocky promontory of Llancaut in 
Glocestershire, while its Monmouthshire 
bank is enriched with all the profusion 
)pf mighty cliffs, thick plantations, and 
that happy combination of nature and 
art, with which Persfield is ornamented. 
Rolling proudly with an impetuous stream 
amidst this grand ; assemblage of objects^ 
the Tfye approaches the embattled walls 
of Chepstow Castle, starting from a lofty 
cliff, beyon4 which, its highly commer- 
cial town descends to its celebrated bridge 
of timber, where the tide rises eighty 
feet perpendicular ; beneath the flourkli- 
ing port of this town it is still encom- 
passed by cliffs,^ through which it rushes 
into the Bristol Channel, 

The Severn, its sources, and 
ASSISTANT RiYERS. — ^This is Certainly 
the principal river in Wales> and second 
only to tlie Thames in England, belong- 
ing alternately to both countries. It 
. finds its origin in the northern district of 
the county of Montgomery, and then 
pervading great part of Shropshire, Wor- 
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^cstershire, and Gloccstershirc, bccoifics 
an sBstuary below Glocester, and takes the 
ftame of the Bristol Channel on its uniori 
with the Wye and the Liower Avon, thus^ 
j^ejoining the ancient borders of its nativd 
principality, as it divides Monmouthshire, 
Glamorganshire, Caermarthenshire, and 
Pembrokeshire, from Glocestershire, So-^ 
mer5etshire, Devonshire, and Cornwall. 

The principal of the sources of the &-* 
vern rises in a small lake on the eastern 
Side of Plinlimmon, not far from the 
heads of the Wye, and the RJydol, bearing 
the title of the Hafren river, as it 
flows through a wild district towards the 
south-east to Llanidloes, It then turns 
to the north-east^ between hills pleasantly 
fringed with wood, as it approaches 
Newtown, assirming its proper name of 
the . Severn. From thence its course is 
almost due north, through the delightful 
vale of Montgomeryshire, which is highly 
Cultivated, and adorned with numerous 
towns, villages, and seats. Beyond Welch- 
Pool it enters the great plain of Shrop- 
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shire, and making a considerable compass 
turns abruptly to the south-cast ; it thei» 
almost eacircles the town of Shrewsbury^ 
pursuing the same direction till it hat 
passed Colebrooke Dale, soon after which 
it flows southward to Bridgnorth, Bewd-^ 
ley, Worcester, and Glocester, dividing 
near the latter city into two channels^^ 
which, re-uniting soon afterwards, con- 
stitute a great tide river. Except a large 
semicircle which tfie Severn makes at 
Newnham, its course; is chiefly to the 
south-west below Glocester, till it assumes 
the title oithe Bristol Channel y expanding 
and insensibly losing itself in the Atlantic 
ocean, between the Land's End of Corn- 
wall and the extreme point of Pem-» 
' brokeshire, just at the entrance of St. 
George's Channel, which separates Great 
Britain from Ireland. 

The character of the Severn does not 
much assimilate with its mountainous 
origin, and it soon loses its native rapi- 
dity, forming large vales, and generally 
burying itself within deep bank^. Its 
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colour also is far less transparent th^n that 
of tlie Wycy nor does it in any respect 
equal that river in picturesque beauty or 
Tariety of grand scenery, though it is 
greatly superior in commercial import- 
ance, and the population of its several 
districts, with their rich plains and fine 
cities. Even at Llanidloes it ceases to 
be a torrent, and from thence it forms a 
delightful valley, niore like the extensive 
vales of England than those stripes of 
cultivation which prevail -yvrithin the 
mountains of Wales. Every appearance 
of fertility exists in this happy district^ 
and agriculture with its attendant popu- 
lation contribute to enrich it. Innume- 
rable villages lie spread beneath the hills, 
the handsome town of Newtown adorns 
its banks, and the fragments of Mont- 
gomery Castle start forward on aJiigh 
mount, sheltering the 'remains of a town, 
once more considerable. As the Severtty 
turned apparently by this bulwark, inclines 
to the north, the vale expands greatly in 
front of the insulated hills of Brythen and 
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Moehgolf$, while the river flows b«eath 
the superb groves, lawns, and terraces of 
PowisC^stle^ to coromenoe its early com- 
mercial import^ce ftt the qpulent town 
of Welch-Pool Soon afterwards,^ it en*- 
ters the great plain of Shropshire, 'where 
it glides ^tlmost undistinj^shed till it ap^ 
proachcs Shrevsrsbury, whose walls it 
jsiearly g^rds with its encircling stream ; 
the phnrjches^ public building?, walks^ 
and two grand bridges o( this county 
town, present very striking objects from 
the heights tiat^y ojccupy above it- Th 
Bevernih^n pery^de^^ ple^s^nt di^tric* 
p^^ th^ foof of fhe Wrekin hiU^ by ^ fint 
•seat o( Lord Bejrwiet, wher^ tit^ Tern 
joins it, and pa^ng under. w?i old bridge 
by th? ruin of ^ildwa§ Abbey, sink? at 
>once i^tp that deep ^byss p^ofus^y 
icloathed with vrood, which is crowded 
>vith the almost in^iuwexable works of 
Cplebropke dale, *nd the incessant forg?? 
gi Rrosdej^ . A most abundant popi^ 
tion, with all the busy aspect of tTj^dc, 
pervjid^sthisaootyr^gioini va§t maa;ipfac- 
Q 
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tories of various kinds afe dispersed every 
where about it; a,nd the river, filled with 
vessels to transport its ctaft, rolls in 
gloomy state between the livid glare of 
furnaces and the deafening clangor of 

^heir hammers, through a Curious bridgfe 
of cast iron, the produce of these works. 

This is the only part of the course of 
the Severn which can properly be called 
picturesque, for as soon as it emerges from 
the smoke of Colebrooke dale it forms 
an enchanting object, as viewed in two 
great reaches from the terrace of Apley 
Park, descending almost perpendicularly 
in red rocks, and profusely cloathed with 

. wood from the very margin of the river 
to its summit. The latter of these leads 
to the singular town of Bridgnorth, which, 
built on a high cliff, descends abruptly to 
its antient bridge, and presents several 
striking objects to the adjacent country 
in the contrasted buildings of its old and 
modern churches, and the leaning tower 
of its castle. 

The Severn after this relapses into it$^ 
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•former uijdistinguished sameness of ap- 
pearance till it reaches Bewdley, a town 
of some trade, with a handsome new stone 
bridge, near which the late Sir Edward 
Winnington most successfully embel-, 
lished a high cliff surrounding his modem 
mansion with charming circular walks, 
which command the river and the coun- 
try very happily. A little lower, the 
Severn is joined at Stourport by those nu- 
merous canals, which bear all the com- 
merce of Birmingham, Kidderminster, 
and the various trading towns of War- 
wickshire, Staffordshire, and Worcester- 
shire, this being their principal port, 
where a considerable town has lately risen 
into existence, and a bridge has been 
thrown dver the Severn. That great 
river, crowded with barges, now rolls 
through a pleasant country in a broad 
and tranquil stream between high banks 
to approach the elegant capital of Wor- 
cestershire,whose magnificent stone bridge 
crosses it as it divides that city from its 
western suburb. It then traverses a part 
Qi2 
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-oT the vak of Evesham^ by Upton, ta 
Tewkesbury, between the fine ricj^of 
die Malvern hills, in front of whidt their 
Gothic abbey fitands distinguidDied, and 
-the bold eminence of Bredon ; after this, 
ihuricd within its banks, it almost disap- 
pears in the joiidst of the vast plain of 
•Glacestcrahire. Here its temporary di- 
•grision into two channels tekes place, one 
of which washes the walls sof Grfoceatei% 
•now rising from the dullest of the west?- 
loniJCitiesinto a state of great .commercial 
importance, and likely to Jival the port xaf 
Bristol 4)y means of a canal of immense 
magnitude ja^nning parallel with the 
itiver, and capable of tcanaportiE^ large 
!ressels. The cathedrals of Worcester and 
•GlocestesT, with the .numerous chwche^ 
lOfidiQse cities, |>resentj6neot^ect$ to thf 
C(Mirse ,c£jhe Severn ; the tow.er of GJo- 
ceater, in pautioular, 13 greatly ^mk^ 
for its chaste Gothic ornamenfe) md ii* 
'four pinnacles lughdy iinisined ia &et 
work. 

When JJte Severn has rfiruiuteditsitwco 

7 ' 
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branches, it h shortly jc»ned by various 
caaaals fronr the clo^thing districts of 
Gioctestcrsbbe^ a^ ^ightfial tract ofeounh* 
try^ staking intO' vallies within the Cof- 
tcswold hilts, one of which unitds it with 
i^kt Thames^ It tfee» bec^omes eonsiderabljr 
cjctentkd, and, swelling into abroad ^stu* 
aty, fotms the principal ornament of its 
expanded vale, im longer creeping througlt 
the pl^ in iff«vistb4e obscurity. The cliff 
ois which the church of Newnham b 
ftnely situated^ commands it^ immense 
iemicitcW Witb admirable effect, T^hile 
the Cotlfe^wbtd I'suige, terminating in the 
feoM eteva*ioft of Stinchcombc Hill; 
btortidfi the vale to the east,, and the unnr 
duilsbting bilfe 6f the lbi?es£ of Eteaia dos^ 
in upoA it oil the West, opening into va- 
rious sweetly-pktiiresque gleas. The 
Shv^rf^y a^er this, sftrdded with sails, a^ 
gliding between a tange of fine pastuf ei^ 
and villages, grows wider gradually till if 
i^eeives the Wye i^tei;t Chepstow^ aiftd the 
Avon froiin Soiriersetshire, thiis foritting 
the Jurist fff Channe^l 

Q3 
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The three remaining sources of the ' 
Severn should be noticed in describing 
its assistant rivers. These are cdlled the 
Bacho, the Glasslyn, and the Graylin, 
rising likewise from small lakes undet 
Plinlimmon, and concurriujg with the , 
larger stream of the Hafren to form the 
original Severn, before it reaches Llanid-^ 
loes. Neither of these differ from com- 
mpn rnountain torrents in their short 
course, nor are the Vernieu from Llouvair 
and the borders of Merionethshire, ot 
the Rhaidr from its celebrated cataract of 
Pistill Rhaidr in the Berouin Mountains, 
naore considerable. The Tern, from the 
north, falls into the Severn in Lord Ber- 
wick's grounds, a little below Shrews- 
bury, the Wort near Bridgenorth, and the 
Stour below Bewdley, neither of which 
are distinguishable for any thing, except 
the trade attendant on the latter, and its 
numerous parallel canals. 

The Teme is a more considerable river ji 
rising in those mountains which divide 
Radnorshire from Montgomeryshire^ ^d 
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flowing eastwiard by Knighton, through 
.the pleasant vale of Brainpton Bryan, 
beneath the Camp of Caefar, by Mr. 
Knight's animated creation surrounding 
Downtbn Castle, to Oakley Park, once 
celebrated for the Court of Comus, and 
the splendid fragments of Ludlow Castle, 
with its handsome town and high church. 
The Teme then proceeds in a placid stream 
beneath they Cley Hills to Tenbury, and 
falls into the Severn, after traversing a ro- 
mantic hollow, through which the road 
from Bromyard to Worcester passes. 

The Upper Avon brings a large influx 
of waters from the north-east, rising on 
the borders of Leicestershire, and adding 
great beauty to the delightful territory 
of Warwick Castle, as it flows beneath the 
cliff on which thofe lofty towers, pro- 
jecting before the fine town g^nd church 
of Warwick, are situated. It then glides 
through a charming country to the cele-* 
brated spot of Stratford- on -Avon, the 
birth-place of our immprtal Bard, and 
the repository of his bones. From thence 

^4 
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it trarcrsea the great level of Wororster-^ 
shire fey EvcsharH, having j^cerred the 
lesser Stotcr at Stratford, and turning to 
tjkc south at Perthabore mecti^ the SeverU 
at the IteittishiAg town of Tewk^sbtiry. 
- The Cheh, the Stroud, the Cat^^ aJid 
the Uttk Jk^n, M\ respectively into the 
Scrvero* after its junction with the Upper 
j^km, but have no |)eculiar characters to^ 
distinguish theoH ^t^pt that the Chelt-s 
small stream givqs a nam^ to Cheltenr- 
bacn, whose sulpiiureous wedl m the 
centre of a well-planted walk fronting 
its handsome spire,, attracts the public 
world powerfully during the summer 
months. Thie beauty of the surrdundii^ 
coiuijitry,: tfee fine form of its bold hills, ^ 
and the ei^tu^ite views commaaaded from. 
the0i, uiiitod wkh the dcli^ful wa&s 
sii^rrodndil^g Chrekenham in a plain rich 
with f0]4ag.e ox^ hojcuriaat in verdure, > 
hold o^t aitrottg ten^ptationB^ to those 
whom li^irure call thsarm ; neither is ^t 
deficieftt,» dyery aecfeofinmodation being ' 
aknx^antly. 2SuppjK4^ ^^d itts maiiagemeiiit 
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as a puHtc place being smperiof to nsiost 
kiEnglamd, incase and regularity, tbfongb 
the influence of some rery amjable a?i^ ' 
respectable families^ Tcsidrng, tlker«, who? 
wisely stem the present fashionable tor-r 
rent of private parties. The other sntadEfc 
streams issue mostly from- the cloathbig 
districts, and join' the Severn below Glo-' 
Gester, the Stroud accompanying its catiafc 
from the town of that name, axid /fe UttU 
Avon washing the memoKib)e walls of 
Berkeley Castle; 

The Lowdr ^on rises in the hilly dis- 
trict of North Wihshire, bordering upon 
doccstershtre, not farfronl Wootton Bas-' 
set ; btit various springs are assigned fcr^ 
its origin as well as for th^t of the Th^fHer, 
frohse whose numerous sourcea it is aiso 
not far distant. Emerging from the bills, ' 
it makes a compass to fell into the vale 
which leads from Christian Ms^fd to 
Chippenham^ after which its windings 
are numerotts from the hilly nature of - 
the country through which it pasiies^, as it 
advances througli the cloathing district 
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of Wiltshire, bordering upon that of So- 
mersetshire, and for some space divides 
the counties. Its course is at first south- 
ward, and it makes a long compass by 
the west towards the north, and then to 
the west, at last encircling the city of 
Bath on two sides, from whence it pur-^ 
sues nearly the same direction, with fre- 
quent meanders, %o Bristol, It then in- 
elines to the north- west, as it conveys the 
abundant trade of that opulent city to 
the Severn, by its conflux constituting ilie 
Bristol Channel kt King-Road. 

This river is more remarkable for the ro-* 
mantic vallies it forms, and the rich coun- 
try it winds through, than for its extent, 
being generally buried within deep banks ; 
its colour also is liable to be. strongly afFec- 
tpd by storms, those from Wiltshire tin^ 
ging it with white from a chalky soil, 
and those from Somersetshire with red, 
from the ochre prevailing in that county ; 
but it naturally presents a dark and deep 
stream, except where shallows intervene, 
and is occasionally rapid. About Chip^ 
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peuham the country is extremely bcauti* 
ful, and yet expanded, on the north of 
which neat town, the, seat of Harden- 
Hewish occupies a^harnxing position, the 
friendly and hospitable virtues of whose 
late owner, Joseph Colborne, Esq. will 
long be' remembered gratefully in that 
neighbourhood. Mr. Methuen's exten- 
sive park and domain of Corsham lies 
farther in the vale, and his fine old house 
exhibits a striking and pleasing contrast 
of the antient British architecture, with 
two fronts of the Grecian, presenting at 
the same time a most magnificent and 
well- disposed , collection of paintings* 
Bowden hill rises boldly in front, crowned 
with the splendid new-built seat of Mr, 
Dickinson, and backed by Sir Edward 
Baynton's thickly-wooded territory of 
Spye Park, while in the vale the noble 
remains of Laycock Abbey, the venerable 
seat of the Talbot family, mark proudly 
the level near the river. The towns of 
Melksham and Bradford crowd its banks 
.now with the great population of a tra- 
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ifing Ccnmttyr aod a canal has beets sbi«» 
dioctsly forOJed to transport their com* 
mctce, /^ Avon: not being capable of 
ndrigsttott above Bath. Bekyw Bradfbn^ 
jomed by the Were from Tr(mbridg&, /ife 
FrMie from thfe venerable remains of 
Farley Castle, and a brook from tb6 intc^ 
rk>r of Somersetshire (near the fine hollow 
of Lirmpley Stoke) flowing throngh Mr; 
Smbh's nMOKth - improved territory of 
Combe^Hs^^ the Avon iotm^ ?l deep* and 
Itollow valley between high impendiilg 
hills, some of which are rocky, and dthers 
^ofnsely cloatlwd with wood ; abundailt 
viUages are scattered along these emi* 
liencesy and some few seats are beautifrd^y 
dispersed, so as t<:^ command the river and 
its striking accompaniments in perfectiotu 
I imist not here let a fear of the ii(npu1»i-« 
tiott of egotism or vanity restrain my 
nctifcing the enichanting position of tteat 
Hfile territory which became mine by 
doseent,^ and was eminently improved by 
the tiste aiid attention bestowed orl it 
by my late most excellent fetbcTi -Warley 
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is Situated on a geatle eminence above 
the Avon, beneath a rdcky hill, ti^ickly 
■daathed with wood towards its base, and 
descending almost pei^endicularly to tbc 
iiQu&e^ so that the pubiic road is obliged 
lo be caaried on a .shelf above it, The 
Oixansion, whixA is inconvcnieotiy iitc* 
^lar Jn old buildings, with a nu>dem 
front, ioc^s to the south, commanding a 
jvalley of about four miles in length, the 
boundary .of which is an extensiy^ cham 
4of woods descending abruptly irqm the. 
boideirs of Wiltshire, andenrichai with 
«nuch magnifieeitf tiaadber. A small, bia* 
beautiful lawa, .expands towards lite rit^x, 
^nd fijfie ^lunaps gH o^% and dms majtfe 
the various undulations of gi^Qfwad i® feost 
of the woods, interspersed writii cott^g^ 
while the Avon, precipitating itself &om 
a Abroad basin down a wear in full fitwri^ 
rolls beneath, the slope in 'which th& 
g^fdei^ descend. The pppos&e hill tim 
still more abruptly, terminatii>g to tte 
north in some bold cliffsaboive jEiampttcm, 
wbiQh frpnt the atatiejat ^aoap sf :S^es- 
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bury, impending over Batheaston, and 
the pleasantly-clumped grounds of Mr. 
Whittington on the more distant bor- 
ders of Gflocestershire.' About midway 
in this ascent, immediately overlooking 
Warley and the river, the pleasing village 
of Claverton seems to hang suspended, 
where its large Gothic mansion (re^- 
nowncd in the civil wars) and its little 
church, with the pyramidical tomb of 
the late much-esteemed Mr. Allen, are 
striking obje6ls ; neither is its parsonage 
less pleasing, the little grounds of which 
^re laid out in a truly classic taste by the 
Rev. Mr. Graves, the friend and literary 
rival of Shenstone, where that worthy 
veteran closes the placid evening of his 
days in the retirement he has so happily 
embellished, deservedly beloved and re- 
spected. Monkton Farley, a seat of the 
Duke of Somerset, occupies the opposite 
height, enjoying extensive views over 
Wiltshire, whose circular clump forms a, 
kind of land-mark to this tract of country. 
The Avon, emerging from these re- 
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cesses beneath the eminence on which 
the handsome village of Bathford is placed, 
meets a stream issuing from Box on the 
borders of Wiltshire, and passes beneath 
the handsome mansion of Mr., Wiltshire 
at Shockewick ; Another .small brook 
joins it near that of Mr. Walters at Ba- 
theaston, pervading the romantic valley 
and hamlet of Catherine ; and a third de- 
scends to it from the heights of Lansdown, 
memorable in history, to Lambridge by 
Swanswick, which village is reputed to 
be the theatre of King Bladud*s extraorr 
dinary metamorphosis. Thiis increased, 
this river approaches the splendid city of 
Bath, which, from its banks,, appears to 
rise from the venerable pile of its abbey ; 
in a fuccession of fairy palaces to the 
clouds. Prior Park, the elevated seat of 
Lord Hawarden, overlooks it grandly 
from the south; the heights of Lansdowu 
rise boldly on the north ; and on the west, 
at the diftance of three miles, a beautiful 
^no\Yl seems to close the valley, crowned 
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with a handsome houae^ jand embelliflied 
witii cxten3iy:c iawns and phi^t^tions by 
the taste of the late Sir Caefar Hawkins^ 
its base being thickly wooded towards the 
fiver. This delightful place is fronted by 
the ascending groyes of Newton Park, 
the fine seat of Mn Langton, which 
crown the summit of one of the higheft 
hills in this part of Somersetshire, below" 
which die extensive collieries of that 
opulent county are cstablishied. A more 
expanded vale succeeds, as Ae Avon 
winds between the villages of Keynsham 
and Bitton to Bristlington, where it be- 
comes discoloured by the red mud im- 
ported by the tide, and environed' by nu- 
xnccous superb villas belonging to the 
Bristol merchants. That proud city ap^ 
pears on this side in all its splendour, 
^pi«ading over several high hills, (one of 
wiiich is crowned by Mr. Tyndall's hand- 
some edifice and groimds of the Fort,) 
with its numerous towers and ^rcs 
Starting up on all sides amidst incessant 
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volumes of smoke from various glass- 
liouses and forges, and the abundant masts 
of its shipping. Here is the last bridge 
over tJie Avofiy the Froome descending to 
It in the centre of the city, crowded with 
vessels, and forming its principal quay. 
Numberless docks attend it afterwards to 
the celebrated springs and buildings of 
the Hotwells, placed beneath the im- 
pending rocks of St. Vincent, projefting 
from a hill overspread by the ornamented 
village of Clifton, where houses of a su- 
perior order are piled on each other in 
wonderful profusion. The country here * 
is inexpressibly grand, commanding the 
Severn backed by the mountains of South 
Wales to the north-west, the inimensc 
population of the Kingswood collieries 
on the north-east, Lansdown with the 
hills about Bath on the south-east, and 
the rich plain of Somersetshire crossed 
by the ridge of Dundery, with the lofty 
tower, and the more distant range of , 
Mendip on the south-west. The Avon 
B 
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alone declines in beauty^ becoming more 
discoloured with mud as it emerges in a 
contraded channel at low water from its 
, rocky barrier, beneath the fine groves of 
Kingsweston,atPill, andadvances through 
maishe3 to join the Severn f 
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CHAR XIII 

Gre(a swell of the coast of Somersetshire he^ 
tweem the Avon and the Axe — Rivers of 
Somersetshire beJow the Avon — The 
Yaw, The Axe, The.Brue, The Pajfr 

: rett, amd The Thone — Rivers of the 
north of Devonshire— T\i^ Taw andThi 
Torridge, with their ports and basim (f 
BatJutapk and Bidde^rd-^Thc Bude, 
The Camel, and The Heyl^ in the north 
of Cornwall— -^ust of Somersetshire^ 
Devonshire f and Corffwall^ from thecom^ 
mencemeni of the Bristol Channel df 
King-Etoad to the Land's End, and from 
thence to Plymouth Sound — Southern 
rivers (f Cornwall^^The Loe, The Hel, 
The Fal, The Free-Water, The Fowey, 
and The Looe — ^The Tamar of Devon- 
shire and Cornwall, terminating in Ply- 
mouth Harbour and Sound> with its 
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various hrancheSy viz. The Helscot, 
The Tavy, The Tidi, and The Plym. 

The coast of Somersetshire encircles 
a wonderfully rich and beautiful plain, 
between the Avon and the Axe, but being 
in a manner insulated either by ranges of 
hills or small streams, and mostly removed 
from the great roads of the country, this 
delightful tract has been fully explored 
but by few, and travellers have not been 
enough excited to visit it. This rich plain 
is both encircled and interseded by lofty 
hills ; Leigh Down extending in an irre- 
gular and waving line towards the Avon 
and the coast, Dundery Hill, crowded 
with its high tqwfer, and Backwell hill 
forming grand intermediate ridges, while 
the great range of Mendip skirts the 
western horizon with ^ magnificent back 
ground; Numerous and most be?iutiful 
5^re the villages dispersed about this happy 
district, in which Broqkley Combe ex- 
hibits, a picturesque dell and stream not 
unlike those of Derbyshire ; and Barrow 
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Court stands finely exalted In the neigh- 
bourhood of the pleasant seats of Bourton, 
Walton, and various others, within a short 
distance of Bristol. The views also from 
Dundery hill, Leigh Down, and the se- 
veral eminences, areuncommonly istriking, 
expanding over the course of the Avon, 
the SeverUy the mountains of Wales, and 
the sea ; marshes at length intervene be- 
tween this cultivated tract and the coast, 
but several neat villages advance to it un- 
der the impending ridge of the Mendip 
hills, of which Weston Super^ Mare is most 
considerable. 

The Yaw is the first river of any note 
in this district, below the small stream, 
which, rising under Leigh Down, and 
passing through Bourton, pervades the 
sweet hollow of Brockley Combe, and 
reaches the sea in two channels. The 
Yaw finds its origin on the eastern side 
of the Mendip hills, flowing through this 
rich territory in a north-west direftion to 
the Bristol Channel. Its course is short, 
and its size not considerable, but the hills 

R3 
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which encompass it may boast much 
grandeur, and the town of Wrington, 
with a handsome church, decorates its 
banks. 

The Axe rises in two small branches 
pn the western side of the Mendip hills, 
one of which has its source in the cavern 
called Wokey Hole, which is a natural 
perforation of the rock, not unlike thoso 
so much celebrated in Derbyshire, pro- 
vided also with its witch and its legen- 
dary tale. Its short course is to the north- 
west, being joined by a little stream' 
issuing from the stupendous cliffs of Ched- 
dar in the Mendip hills. The littld town 
of Axbridge stands near the point where 
the Axe is traversed ty the western road 
from Bristol at Cross, after which it winds 
through a tract of marshes to fall into the 
Bristol Channel. 

The Brue rises just within the west- 
cm border of Wiltshire, flowing first to 
the south-west, then to the north-west, 
and meeting the Bristol Channel near the 
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mouth of the Parrett in the Bay ofBridg'^ 
water. 

The delightful scenery of Sir Richard 
Hoare's proud territory of Stourhead 
covers all the hills above the source of. 
this stream, to which the clear stream 
issuing from the Urn oithe Staur, (one of 
the six sources of that fine Dorsetshire 
river,) in the grotto of the nymph of 
those grounds, adds its tribute, while the 
lofty tower erected on the spot where 
Alfred fixed his standard overlooks the 
vast plain through which the Brue winds 
undistinguished. Long-Leat^ the splen- 
did seat of the Marquis of Bath, (not im* 
like those co-temporary grand edificeisof 
Burghley, Hatfield, and Audley-EndJ 
covers a great portion of these fine hills 
of Wiltshire, in whose ornamented 
grounds the Frome finds its origin ; Maid- 
en Bradley also, a respectable seat of the 
Duke of Somerset, occupies another por* 
tion of the same range, very boldly n^arked 
byKnowls; and Lordllchesters fine place 
of Redlynch lies in the vale near the Brue, 

R4 
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which passing its town of Bniton, and 
washing the noble remains of Glaston- 
bury' Abbey, becomes lost at last in thdse 
extensive marshes that approach the Bris-^ 
iol Channel. 

TheParrett and The Thone formr 
their junction near the centre of Somer- 
setshire, the former flowing from the: 
south-cast by Crewkherne and the bor- 
ders of Dorsetshire, and the latter rising 
in the Quantox hills in the south-west 
near Wyveseombe, after which it makesv 
a considerable compass to the south,, 
pursuing at last a north-cast direction 
from a little below Wellington to Taun- 
ton and its Junction with the Parrett, 
whose course it assumes> together with, 
its name, as they traverse the extensive 
marsh of Sedgmoor to Bridgwater Bay. 

Neither of these rivers^ nor the Yea 
which joins the Parrett, have strong fea- 
tures, but all flow through a populous 
country. The handsome coimty town of 
Taunton, in the midst of one of the rich- 
est vales of England, exalts* its lofty and 
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ornamented Gothic tower above theThone, 
and the elegant grounds of Hestercombc, 
formed by the taste of the late Mr. Bam- 
fylde, command it with the best effect. 
Bridgewater, the port of these united 
streams, may boast a considerable portion 
of trade, with a newly-constructed iron 
bridge of curious mechanism ; the fine 
grounds of Halswell, formed by the late 
Sir Charles Tyntc, and Enmore Castle, 
the seat of Lord Egmont, are near this 
town, below which the Parrett, being na- 
vigable, creeps in a sluggish and muddy 
stream to form a bay in the Bristol Chan-* 
nel, nearly opposite to CardifFe in Gla- 
morganshire, 

The Taw aistd The Torridge. — 
These are the only rivers of note on the 
northern coast of Devonshire, contribut- 
ing to form the great bay of Barnstaple 
and Biddeford, 6n the broad part of tlie 
Bristol Channely opposed to Tenby in 
Pembrokeshire* 

The Taw finds its source in the central 
mountains of Dart-moor in Devonshire^ 
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flowing northward with various curves 
till it nearly reaches Chumleigh, and then 
inclining a little to the west, increased 
by the Moule from South Moneton to 
Barnstaple, from whence (making a short 
circle in its course) it turns directly west- 
ward to meet the Torridge. 

The Torridge rises close to the head of 
the Tamar near the border of the northern 
part of Cornwall, forming the district of 
Stratton ; its course is eastward, some- 
what inclined to the south at first, from 
which it makes a curve to the north- 
west below Sheepwash, and increased by 
the Okement from the park and castle of 
Okehampton, pursues a direction varying 
little from due north by Torrington to 
Biddeford and its junction with the Taw. 
Both streams incline to the north-west to 
find their mouth, where the Bristol Chan-- 
nel loses itself in the open sea. 

The country through which these 
rivers flow is populous and well culti- 
vated, but abounding in successive sheep 
hills, and hollow dales, beyond any other 
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in England. Sir Bourchicr Wrcy's fine 
seat of Tawstock graces the descent of 
the Taw to Barnstaple, and its great basin 
(afterwards uniting with that of the Tor-- 
ridge from Biddeford) presents a beautiiiil 
object to the extensive and well-managed 
^ grounds bebnging to the stately mansion 
of that place, which overlooks great part 
of the northern bay of Devon and these 
bold sheets of water, uniting with it, to- 
gether with their towns, across a rich and 
populous vale, Barnstaple is a place of 
qonsiderable trade, with a handsome pub- 
lic walk, and the Taw is navigable for 
large vessels from thence to its mouth. 
The Torridge also admits ships of some, 
size at Biddeford, where a long and narrow 
stone bridge crosses it to that picturesque 
town, whose whitened buildings, mixed 
with wood, cover the side of a high hill. 

The Bude, The Camel, and The 

Heyi*, are the only rivers of note in the 

north of Cornwall, which is also inter-' 

- sected by various inconsiderable streams, 

the Bude penetrating part of the district 

7 
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of Stratton, and the Camel rising near the 
rocky hills of Rhuitter in the north-east; 
^ter which it passes by Camelford in a 
southern diredion, a little inclined to the 
west, ai;id then turning with a great com- 
pass below Bodmin almost to the north, 
it flows by Wade's Bridge into the great 
harbour of Padstowe, whose mouth at 
last inclines to the west. The Hey Fs course 
is at first westward through the lower 
part of Cornwall to St, Hillary, almost 
insulating the extreme end of that county, 
from whence, turning northward, it forms 
a noble aestuary opening into a large bay, 
on the western side of which, the port of 
St. Ives, to which the bay owes a name, 
is situated. Padstowe on the Camel is a 
port of greater importance, and its bay 
much rnore considerable, but neither of 
these rivers have any other distingjaishing 
features. 

The western coast of England may be 
said to begin, where the shipping of King- 
Road, at the junction of the Lower Avon 
with the Severn properly constitutes that 
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great aestuary of the Bristol Channel, a 
little below the opposite conflux of the 
Wye from Wales, though some navigators 
do not allow it that title till it reaches 
the islands called the Holmes near Car- 
difFe. The Somersetshire shore stretches 
out at first in the broad plain before de- 
scribed, bordered by marshes, while the 
undulating range of the Mendip hills, 
covered with fern and abounding in 
inines, closes the horizon, as it advances 
through the country from the borders of 
Wiltshire, above the pleasant city of 
Wells with its neat Cathedral, towards 
the great expanse of water below Ax- 
bridge. 

Great marshes afterwards spread far 
into the country, of which the rich level 
of Sedgmoor is the most considerable, 
and the coast continues chiefly level till 
the waving line of the Quantox hills in 
the south-west opposes the parallel ridge 
of the Mendip in the north-east, between 
which the insulated terrace of Powlett, 
or Polden Hill, exalts itself, traversed 
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beautifully t>y one of the western roads 
from Bath to Bridgwater, Two great 
fdains are thus formed, through the first 
of which 7>^^j5r«^ descends by the m^g- 
mficentpile of Glastonbury^ whose conic 
hill, crowned with the tower of it« Torr, 
is visible at a vast distance ; the latter 
expanse comprehends the vale of Taun- 
ton -Dean, one of the richest in the west 
of Engl^md, between the ranges of its 
high impending barriers. The Parretl 
and Tkone, united, pass through this ter- 
ritory to form the Bay of Bridgwater, to 
wbi<di that ofMinehead succeeds, where 
the majestic piie of Dunster Castle ap- 
pears proudly elevated on a high mount 
above its town. This delightful spot has 
been much improved l^ the taste of its 
owner Mr. Luftrell, with the numerous 
.plantations of whose park many of the 
neighbouring hills are covered, one of 
which is marked by a lofty but un- 
iinished tower. This part of the Somer- 
setshire coast, together with that of De- 
vonshire which soon joins it, may be 
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tailed mountainous, abounding in dark 
cliffe and rocky hollows, incessantly fot 
lowing each other, of which the valley 
of Stones, near Linton, is an extraordi- 
nary specimen ; a few romantic streams 
(but none of any note) descend throu^ 
these clefts, and the towns of Ilfracomb 
and Comb Martin occupy bold positions 
on the -edge of the sea, the former of 
which (being in Devonshire) is resorted 
to as a bathing-place from the grandeuf 
of its surrounding scenery. The shore of 
Glamorganshire, Caermarthcnsbire, an4 
Pembrokeshire, fronts these towns across 
the Bristol Channel, which is here becom? 
almost an open sea ; while that of. De- 
vonshire deeply indents the country, 
forming the bays of Barnstaple and Bid- 
deford, and terminates in the bold point 
of Hartland, in front of Lundy Island, 
and a little beyond the singular village of 
Ciovelly, which descends in precif^touis 
stages through a rocky hollow to the sea* 
The Devonshire coast now inclines to 
the south, soon mxiting with that of 
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Cornwall, bounding there the ric^ and 
ieyel district of Stratton ; after which, high 
hills advance again before Camelford, en* 
closing the plain and villages of Bossineo 
and Bossicastle, where the fragments of 
Tintagel Castle occupy a clifF which 
stretches out far into the sea, exhibiting 
the curious, though imperfect, remains 
of our British King Arthur's paflace. The 
coast turns more and more westward 
from the soutb, after it has formed the 
bay and harbour of Padstow at the mouth 
of the Camel f being indented at last by the 
semicircular bay of St. Ives, at the extre- 
mity of the broad basin formed by the 
Heyl.^ Thus is the extreme western point 
of Cornwall almost insulated, in the same 
manner with ,the northern peninsula of 
Scotland, the two seas advancing towards 
each oth(5r, and large inland streams dii- 
viding the coimtry so as almost to join 
ihem. The little port of Sl Ives graces 
its bay, after which, the coast descends 
in a south-west direction till it mates its 
grand and final compass by the south 
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towards tl^ east^ round fhe liomfs Em4, 
^hcloBing a naked tract of country, tdicre 
the mdancboly villages of Scnan and 
St. Buryen exhibit the last poor habita-- 
tions of England to the Atlantic ocean^ 
Vhqsc -waves, dashing ag?iinst the black 
rocks which rise in piles around this 
dreary peninsula, roll afterwards with un- 
interrupted force towards the contin^t 
qf America. 

The islands of Scilly, so dangerous to 
the navigation of this sea and the entrance 
of T^ English Channel^ are visible from 
the point of the Land's End, whore fx 
rock at a small distance from the shore 
is furnished with a light-hcmac of atvery 
curious construction for the direction of 
mariners. After compassing this extra- 
ordii^ry point, the Cornish shore advances 
southward, with some swells to the east, 
and presently expands itself into the ca- 
pacious bay of St. Michael, in the centre 
of which, rises a singular insulated rock, 
crowned ^th the striking remains of an 
abbey, which was foiimcrly dedicated to 
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that saint. Sir John St. Aubjm, the 
proprietor, has converted this into a teni- 
porafy dwelling, adding wheJre it was 
necessary to make the pile habitable, and 
uniting the antient style of building with 
the modern very judiciously. St. Mi- 

^chacl's Abbey thus presents a singular 
mansion, highly exalted on a stupendous 
clifF, curiously overhanging the sea in 
perpendicular rocks, and commanding in 

'great perfeAion the strong features of its 

^appropriate bay. Thefe are not less bold 
than the rest of the Cornish coast, but 
they are happily intermixed with a very 
interesting display of cultivation, pastures, 
woods, and villages, among which the 

'.handsome town of Penzance overspreads 
an eminencQ.on the west above the sea, 
backed by some fine groves; and the littfe 

,port of Merazion, or Market Jew, occu- 
pies the centre of the bay in the north, 

: while the Lizzard Point closes the view 
towards the south-cast at a considerable 
distance. Thus is this extraordinary build- 

. ing of St. Michael's Abbey situated, being 
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approachable at low water from Mera- 
zion only by land, but. completely msu- 
lated by every flow of the tide ; it is also 
very difficult of access from the rugged 
and winding flight of steps by which 
alone its rock can be surmounted. ' 

The Lizzard Point stretches out fur- 
ther to the south than any part ' of the 
western coast ' of England, which afterr 
Svards ' inclining for a while in a north- 
east direction, and turning then irregur 
larly towards the east, fronting to the 
south, becomes indented throughout 
-Cornwall to the southern Horn of the 
Ramshead, which opposes Devonshire, 
with* various bays, each of which are fed 
by their' rivers. Many of these basins 
strongly resemble that of Milford Haven 
in Pembrokeshire, the streams which 
supply them being small, and their 
curving branches interseding the country 
for a considerable distance. The aestua- 
ries of the Loe and the Hel are the, first of 
these, and that which forms the harbour 
t)f Falmouth is much larger; those of 
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the Fowey and the Looe follow in mcca^ 
' sion, that of the Tamar i>eing the last and 
most important, where the harbour and 
sound of Plymouth are formed between 
the shores of Cornwall and Deronshire 
The detail of the Cornish rivers on this 
side of the country, discharging them- 
selves into the English Channel, is as fbt 
lows, from the Land's End. 

The Loe and The Hel descend 
from the town of Helstone in two differ* 
tent directions to the sea, the former 
^Sowing southward to St. MichacFs Bay, 
and the latter eastward to the gulph in 
which the Fi^/ opens. The aestuaries alonfc 
of these streams are memorable, being 
wide, and in some parts wooded. 

The Fal, though but a small river 
in its origin, is the most considerable in 
the central piarts of Cornwall, rising not 
far from St. Columb, and swelling into 
a large basin near Truro, to which place 
one of its curving branches extends. 

Truro is one of the handsomest towns 
in the west of England, though by no 
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ipeans large, -tmd is the mart of those 
abundant Stannaries, which enrich, and^ 
deface at the same time, great part of 
Cornwall, despoiling the spil of its ver- 
dure, and giving it the airid appearance 
of being burnt witk fire. These winding 
arms of the FaJ, on<5 of which is fed by 
the Free-water from GrampQun4> imite 
at last in the geni^ral reservoir of 4 capa- 
cious ba^n, the town of Penrhyti standing; 
^t the head of one, and tH<P port of Fal- 
mouth nearer it& mouthr bellow which^ 
^be rociij crowned with th? fortress oi 
Fendewikia CartlCj iityet<?hs? q«t ii^to thcj 
5*ft, firoiititig the pppofijte Wwft^ of St. 
^it, at the neu>uth of the bay. Falnnio\ith 
isr a place of consequaftcd, \>^^ th« ^%r 
tton: frost lyhenee Qur pwfe^ jsiyl tft 
l4»bon^ b^t it^ 3trect^ if « feplb 3t«p m^ 
ii^r*ow, w^ re^id4¥e4 OiFewive by ^ 
putrid oil ftshflmg from, tb^ e^p^lprft 9i 
Ibe feH e^d pilcbwds, in hj?4p5 fot 
di?yift&; thb pj?^]kilkr fishery ist«gj*l9l^4 
by a code of pairticular Uw^ ^nd citftP«iS;| 
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both employing and enriching m^ny on 
this coast. 

The Fowey and The Looe are the 
next rivers in succession ; two inconsi- 
derable streams descending by St. Austlc 
and St. Blazey to the sea. The Fowey 
rises high in Cornwall in a downish tract 
between Bodmin and Launceston, flow- 
ing at first southward, and then making 
a great compass by the west to reach 
Lestwithiel, soon after which it expands 
into a broad basin inclining to the south, 
and Joined by several winding branches, 
issuing from small creeks. It traverses 
some of the pleasant parts of Cornwall, 
forming asweet valley above Lestwithicl, 
in which tbe pleasing remains of Restor- 
mel Abbey, finely surrounded with wood, 
grace a gentleman's grounds, which are 
well laid out. The Looe is composed o* 
two branches, one of which descends 
from Leskard, both uniting where the 
port of Looe i3 situated near their mouth, 
but having no singular features. 

The Ta^i ar is one of th? most con-t 
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siderable rivers in the west of England," 
rising in the northern point of the district 
of Stratton in Cornwall, (not far from the 
source of the Torridge, which flows to 
the northern sea by Biddefprd,) and di- 
viding for a long distance Cornwall from 
Devonshire. The Tamars course is mdfetly 
southward, with some little variations, to 
the vicinage of Launceston ; it then in- 
clines somewhat to the east till its junc- 
tion takes place, first with the Lyd from 
its cataract, wooded dell > and rocky bridge 
of Lydford, and then with the Tavy from 
Tavistock, after which that great aestu^ 
ary is formed, which descending to the 
south in several bold sweeps from Salt-, 
Ash, incloses the dock of Plymouth, and 
afterwards co-operates with the Plym to 
create that large body of water, whi6h 
constitutes P/^^owi^A Sound, thus com- 
municating with the sea. 
. The Tamar abounds in fine features, 
and excells in a majestic outline, occa- 
sionally attended with rocks, woods, and 
the usual appendages of romantic beauty. 

S4 
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I/aunfccston-, the county town of Gom- 
wall, occupies a fine eminence on the 
westj above its steep banks, (whieh^ ard 
there thickly fringed wkh wood,) i^- 
markable for the lofty mount which forms 
the keep of itsr castfe, and divided from 
Newport by tlielittfefiver^f/^ry. Sonie'- 
what above, ike tVerrhfgton descends to 
the Tamar from the north-west, flov^ing 
through the Duke 6f NorthumberiandV 
feasant park of Werrington. On the 
,Gornish side, a little below Tavistock, 
Guheal, a curicrus^ old sea(t of Lord Edge^ 
cumbe, exhibits the wild beauties <Atht 
Tamar in great perfedion, an4 contrasts 
delightfully his ornamented and extended 
terj^itory of Mount Edgecumbe. The 
Tavy, from Tavistock in the riorth-^ast, 
soon afterwards joins the Tamar, (which 
is still further increased by the Lynher^ 
from Gallingtoui and Ike Tidi, from St 
Germans on the Gornish side,) and in- 
creasing in importance, as the tide more 
an4 niore influehcps it, soon b^pm^ 
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fjrowded' \^ith vessels, aild stretches out 
in bwad cufViAg b'raiiches, which inter- 
sidct the country on each sitfe. At length, 
its receding shofes form the winding ba- 
rin of Plymouth Harbour, between the 
n^w t6wn created by its Dock, and the 
Cornish Borough of Salt-Ash, presenting, 
ail assemblage of objects in its splendid 
li^hibition of that grand repository of the 
British navy, which is difficult to be de- 
scribed, and fld where to be matched, 

7 he Plyrn here adds its tributaiy waters 
to the famar, rising oii the west side of 
Dartmoor, and inclining to the south- 
west, till it forms a large basin beneath 
the old town of Plymouth, and the fine 
woods and plantation^ surrounding SaP 
ferham, the seat of Lord Boringdon, 
Here i^ constituted a commodious haven 
tot the numerous merchant vessels which 
come to Plymouth, separated from the 
greatei* bay filled by the men of war in 
flie Tamar. The conflux of these two 
t)ranches with the sea {MToduCei^ that 
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ijoble road for shipping called tfie Sound 
of Plymouth, between Cornwall and Dc; 
vonshire, opening to the south-east in 
front of that distant rock in the English 
Chamiel, on which the famous light-house 
ofEddistone has at last been succesfully 
constructed, after various failures. The 
high grounds extending from the pro- 
montory of the Ram's Head defend this 
expanse of water from the west, above 
which Maker Tower exalts itself, from 
whence signals are hoisted relating to 
vessels appearing in the channel. , The 
enchanting groves, lawns, and plantations 
of Mount Edgcumbe, clothe the sides 
of this noble eminence with the utmost 
grandeur and beauty with which nature 
and art can be attended, and the choicest 
evergreens flourish here almost sponta- 
neously, with a degree of verdure which ' 
is indescribable. Thus is formed a ter- 
restrial paradise in the midst of the busi- 
est naval display, which commands most 
happily the grand objects of the town^ 
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dock, garrison, and hospitals, of Ply- 
mouth and Stonchouse, with the basins 
of the Tamar and the Plym, crowded 
with shipping, ^nd the greater bay of 
Plymouth Sound, varied with alternate 
striking views over sea and land. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Rhers of Devonshire eastward qf the Ta- 

mar — The Ycal me, Erme, <ind A ven — : 
The Dart, The Telgn, The Ex, The \ 
Otter, The Syd, and the Axe — Rivers \ 
of Dorsetshire— Th^ Char, The Eype, j 
The Wey, The Froome, and the | 
Stoure — ^The Hampshire and Wilt- 
shire Avon — ^The Anton, The Test, { 
and the Itchin, uniting at last to form | 
The Southampton River. 

The Yealme, Erme, and Aven, 
are three inconsiderable livers, rising in 
Dartmoor, and reaching the sea in the 
southern projection of Devonshire coast. 
The pleasant spot and Inn of Ivy-Bridge, 
on the great western road to Plymouth, 
are found on the banks o( the Erme y which 
is there a mountain torrent. The course 
of all these rivers is southward, a little 
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inclined to the iN^ist, and each lias a con^ 
sid^rable ae^tuary. 

The Dart origmates in the anoun* 
tainous region of Dartmoor, descending 
first southward^ and dien inclining oooi* 
iiderably to the east, before it quks that 
rude district ; its winding course is after- 
wards to the south-east, as it passes Tot* 
ness, and falls into the sea between Dart- 
month and Kingsweare. 

The Dart is the principal of all those • 
rivers that are produced by the rocky 
range of Dartmoor in the centre of De- 
vonshire, which in vnldness at least, 
though not in height or extent, may 
emulate most of the mountainous tracts 
of Wales or Scotland, and can display a 
stronger contrast to the extraordinary fer- 
tility and riches of the surrouijding dis- 
tricts, than thofe countries are generally 
capable of exhibiting. Rapidity is its 
first characteristic, and this quality it re- 
tains long after it leaves those mountains 
which enclose its source, as it descends 
into the rich plains of the southern part 

1 
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of Dc vonshire. * A little west of Ashbtir- 
ton it forms a charming valley, and flows 
in placid beanty beneath the high hill, 
which is finely distinguished by the castle 
and church of Totriess. Here the Dart 
is crossed by its last bridge, and, soon af- 
terwards receiving the tide, it rolls in a 
majestic stream between bold hills covered 
with, cultivation, woods, and' villages^ 
disclosing new beauties at every curve, 
and presenting a grand obj^t to the ad- 
jacent , country, varied perpetually both 
in its form and attendant features, : The 
poble ruin iof, Berry :Pomeroy Qastle, an 
old:sc;3t of the.Dukd of Somerset, occu- 
pies, an eriiinence. on, the east, at some 
distance) fromithe .fiver, below which : a 
.very, picturesque rivUl^t descends through 
> a dark winding ddl, addirig'piucK to the 
solemnity and beauty of the fcene, where 
.tl|e 4eep glboni of the overhanging woo^, 
whiijh encircles several majestic towers 
cloathed with ivy, inspires, that kind of 
awfiil dignity which seems suited to the 
most romantic periods of our antient; 
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history. The eminences which enclose 
the channel of the Dart become at last 
almost mountainous, forming on the west 
a barrier to the southern peninsula of 
Devonshire, between that river and the 
Tamar, and on the east to the Road of 
Torhayy while the river, winding between 
their wooded and rocky bases, passes the 
very striking position occupied by the 
hamlet of Kingsweare on its eastern bank, 
and the singularly irregular town of Dart- 
mouth on its western, the whitened 
fronts of whose houses, built in stages 
over each other, and beautifully inter- 
spersed with wood arid rock, form a curious 
assemblage of interesting objects. The 
ivied walls of Dartmouth Castle, with its 
rustic spire, starting out from beneath a 
bold rocky hill, close the prospect with 
great majesty, and strongly mark the 
proud exit of the Dart towards the sea. 

The Teign is the most eastern of all 
the Devonshire rivers, which take their 
rbe in Dartmoor ; its principal source is 
.found near the village of Chcgford on the 
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eastern side of tlwit wild district, not far 
from Moreton-Hampstcad. Its course is 
at first eastward, inclining afterwarda to 
-the south till it reaches Chudleigh> # 
little below which place>.the smaller and 
wni more western l^ram^h joins it ; both 
thus united, farm a br^ad, but shott 
aestuary, inclining to thecal, which t^r* 
ipinates in the bay of Teignmouth. 

No peculiar character marks either of 
these streams before their union, .but the 
large basin they at last form is a v-ery 
striking object, filling the whole space of 
a winding valley between the protrudii^g 
eminences, each side of which' is beauti^ 
fully interspersed with woods, pastures, 
and viirage;s. Teignmouth is one of the 
pleasantest bathing places on this coast, 
and the bold red rock, which forms the 
western barrier of tke Teign on its exit 
intQ the large bay at its mouth, exhibits 
a grand object, variegated with stripes 
of green herbage, and protrading its ma«^y 
pile into the sea. 

TijE Ex, ri^iiig in the wild hills of 
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Ex-Moor in the western corner of Somer- 
setshire, inclines first to the south east, 
but afterwards falling into a deep valley 
flows southward, a little inclined towards 
the west, to Exeter, from whence it 
again pursues a line, bearing somewhat to 
the east from the souths as it forms a 
grand aestuary to Exmouth, where it 
meets the sea. 

The Ex is a most beautiful river, rapid 
in its origin, but soon disporting itself in 
a tranquil stream amidst verdant mea- 
dows, and surrounded by a well-culti- 
,vated district. Its descent from its moun- 
jtainous origin is curiously featured, and 
its change of character, from a furious 
torrent to a placid rivulet, so abrupt as to 
.require a peculiar description. Cleaving 
a passage through the wild hills, which 
form the ridge above Minehead, and the 
barrier between the two seas, the Ex 
insinuates itself imperceptibly into an 
alpine valley between eminejices richly 
cloathed with wood, which in some parts 
feather down to the very margin of the 
T 
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sf f eSm, lihd in others juit leave room tor 
e slJp of the most verdant meadow, the 
lieights ab6vfe being strongly marked and 
Varied by fhicJk groves and hixuriarit ih- 
Vilosures. Another paralld valley (di*- 
vidcd from that ofthe Exloy a long wav* 
4ng fid^c, and watered by a similar stream 
called the Jbarle, which afterwards joins 
it) is still superior in its feattir6s, in whidli 
fthc picturesque little town oifl!)ulverton 
Jocdupies a charming position, overiooktd 
-sweetly by the noble^gfoves anci swellii^ 
iawns of the park encompassing the de<- 
•ligtftil seat of Lady Harriet Ackland. Thfe 
^ace covers the side of the*alrhoSt-^itiiti*- 
^lated ridgfe Avhicb divides the jEr frbih te 
^stdr-and iribuidiy itrtlftto,But*itis^i^ 
''ficiilt to paint the effed of two fine .pa^ 
^rallelValliesi so cohstittited, andsufiroiinded 
' ^ ^UCh ia 'miaghificent outline, ivheti 
VfeWed 'from atiy of the neighbotirin^ 
'heists, S?^hich fully command thdrii 
^btith. 

Aftdr the jiinctidn^of these two streams, 
^a little '^ove Ex-bridge, the rWermms 
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^vonshire, md passing nc^r Bampjtaa, 
sinks into a rich wooded vale near the 
pleasant topvn of Tiverton, where th^ 
l^mckn joins i^ from the north-east bor-. 
der towards Soffiiersetshire. The Oree^y, 
firomOreditojuinthe north* west/ and tk^ 
Cuhiy feom Gulki.capton \xx "th^ n^or^th- 
east, soon aftewrards add their waters t^ 
the iBy, Whf^n the yale expanding, qpen^ 
into a wonderfully 4^ich plain, encircle^ 
Jby iiofty and welUwooded hilb. Th^ 
proud city of Exeter occupies a :hig|i 
.'eminence in the centre of this district^ 
ecrowned with its great cathedral, an^ 
^aver^ed by its high street, which dci- 
iscends ^gradually to its bridge, where thp 
srivcr .receives large vessels. 

;It then 'flows through a fine range qf 
enamelled meadows to Topsham, which 
5m2iy the called its port, and widening 
gceatly as it re;ceiv;es the tide, pj^sses be- 
-neath the <high towqrs and ornamented 
igrounds.of Powdefhftfia.CAstte, ithp §cjit 
jof .Lord Courtenay, behind which, gn 
amphitheatre of fine .bills .rises towftfds 
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the west, cloathed with the plantations 
of Lord Clifford at Ugbroqk, and Lord 
Lisbutne at Mam-Head. Powderham 
Castle commands the £^ finely, and its 
park is richly wooded, but the situation 
disappointed my expectation, being in a 
low and marshy ground ; its venerable 
walls also are encrusted and defaced by 
a rough coat of plaster miserably white- 
' washed, and the internal decorations seem 
more suitable to an Asiatic palace than 
the aritient seat of an English nobleman. 
Star-Point stretches out far here into- the 
aestuary of the Ex, where it disembogues 
itself into the sea beneath the port of Ex- 
mouth, which, covering the side of a hill 
with ranges of handsome houses, has 
long been a well -frequented bathing 
place. 

The Otteb, The Syd, and The 
Axe, are the three remaining rivers of 
• Devonshire on the southern coast, east- 
ward of the Ex, each of them rising near ' 
the border of Somersetshire, and flowing 
mostly southward. 
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They arc not considerable streams, but 
all form deep vallies between very high 
impending hills. The extraordinary beauty 
of Sydmouth has been deservedly ad- 
mired, 'placed in a well- wooded and po- 
pulous ^amphitheatre of high grounds, 
which terminate towards the sea in red 
rocks, variegated with green like those of 
Teignmouth. The rufal aspect of this 
place, together with its mild air and 
sheltered position, have rendered it the 
resort of much company, and it may now 
aspire to the fame of a favoured public 
place, attended with every convenience. 

The Char, The Eype, and The 
Wey, are the three rivers of Dorsetshire, 
bordering upon Devonshire, but none of 

• them are particularly distinguished by. 
the features of landscape, the country 
through which they flow being a dreary 

* compound of bare heaths and downs, in- 
tersected with marshes, and scantily pro- 
vided with villages. That celebrated 
bathing-place, which is formed by the 
combined towns of Melcolm Regis ^nd 

T3 
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Weymolith, graces the exit of7A^ B% to 
the sea, remarkable for its grand semicir- 
cular beach, and its excellent, as well as 
level, sands; These advantages, and th^ 
preference given to this place 'by the 
Royal Family, have raised it into high 
consideration, splendid rows of houses 
being formed, with a superb esplanade 
111 front of them towards the coast, for a 
great extent, where they coniiiiand thi * 
trhdle of the bSy, bounded by great chalky 
diffs, and backed by the dow^hs of Dor- 
setshire. The pier of Weyifabuth stretcher 
out beneath an opposite rock, crowned 
with its garrison, w^hich defends the har^ 
bout from the south and west winds, 
offering d convenient refuge to shippings 
Hnd employing no soiall portion of tfadc^ 
The village and high church of Wyk* 
Regis occupy the highest point of thi$ 
ridge of hiljs on the wisst, immediately 
opposed to the vast protruding mass of 
Portland Island. Happily situated on an 
elevation in the descent to the shore, and 
fenvironed by some admirably growings 
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plantations, {which have a doi^le e&ct 
m the mi4st of so bare a country,) thi? 
^kgant viUa of ^^rs, Buxton rises ia ^\ 
the pjfi^c of Grecian architecture. Tq 
this place nwnbers arc atfrgicte^ by ike 
beauty of the ^pt, an4 its command of 
^he bold outline of tl^ cpast, hoX more 
by. the inl?r&^l ch^rna§ of society which 
It e^^hibitSjt a^n4 thq bospitaJity QJk its 
ypythy QWHier. 

Th^ Char, and th^ Eyp^, which ^omc 
V^ ^ccessiop. ^>efor^ tJiie Wey, have no 
striking points, except that Charmouth, 
gt this exit of the for^ier, on the great 
western road, is preferred by some as a 
bathing place to Lyme, which is far more 
bewtifully situ^ited in its neighbourhood ; 
th^ £y/^, joined by th^ Brit from Bemin- 
§ter, and another stream westward of it, 
falls intQ the sea in Bridport harbour, a 
few miles below that town. These rivers 
all descend froip the Dorsetshire Downs, 
jmcj their cpurse is nearly southvyard. 

The Frooi^e x?jay be palled the ^Q^t 
ppi^erahle fiver in Dor^sljire, rising 
T4 
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like the rest in that vast tract of downsi 
which divides it from Somersetshire, its 
two channels uniting in a pleasant bourn 
at Maiden Newton, from whence it pur- 
sues a south-east course to Dorchester, 
fed afterwards by various streams from 
the hollows in the downs in the south, 
and meeting the Piddle from the north, as 
it turns more and more eastward to reach 
Wareham, and forms the great expanse 
of water constituting Poole Harbour. 

The country through which this river 
takes its course is but thinly inhabited, 
and bare of wood, but the range of downs 
that extend parallel with the latter part 
of its course, separating its vale from the 
coast, are formed by nature in the boldest 
manner, containing many tumuli ahd 
antient encampments, with the singular 
curiosity of one perfeft Roman amphi- 
theatre near Dorchester^ within view of 
the old fortress of Maiden Castle. Dor- 
chester may be called a pleasant town 
from the neatness of its streets, and above 
all, from the avenues and planted w^alks^ 
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by- which it is environed and -approached, 
after the manner of many French towns, 
which has an increased effect in the midst 
of so bare a country ; Mr. Pitt's hand- 
some seat of Kingston lies near this town, 
in a well planted park. Wild heaths 
succeed to the downs before the Froome 
reaches the sea, and Poole Harbour is a 
very extensive sheet of. water, bounded 
towards the south-west by the Isle of 
Purbeck, in which the towers of Corfe 
Castle make a considerable figure. Poole 
is a flourishing port on its north-east 
shore. 

The Stoure finds its source in six 
streams at Stourton in Wiltshire, three 
of which are in the Park of Stourhead, 
already described. Winding through Gil- 
li'ngham forest, round the high hill on 
which Shaftesbury stands exalted, it pe- 
netrates through several downish bourns, 
increased by their rivulets, and descend- 
ipg southward toStourminster, afterwardS^ 
pursues nearly a south-east direction aslant 
^he eastern division of Dorsetshire, joined 
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1>7 the Alkn fixMtn tkc north at Winbom, 
to Christ-ckurch in Hampshire, where, 
meeting the Avon of that county alter 
being a little increased by the Blaciwateif 
from Cranboum, both fall into the sea 
opposite to the Isle of Wight. 

Though, perhaps somewhat less than 
the Froome, this is certainly by far the 
pkasantest of the Dorsetshire streams, 
:forming in its passage the charming dell 
beneath the clifF of Brianstone, which 
Mr. Portman has so successfully embel- 
lished with walks, groves, and a magni* 
ficent mansion house. Blandford, one of 
the neatest towns in the west of Eng- 
land, rises on its banks like a phoenix, 
jfrora the ashes to which successive fires 
had reduced it. The vicinage qf this 
jriver in particular,^ and indeed Dorset-* 
5ihire in general, are noted for a profusion 
of fine seats, and a race of noblemen and 
country gentlemen, who exercise the 
splendid and captivating hospitality of 
past ages, yet uncontaminated by the 
fiftcroachment of manufactures. Lord 
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Ddrt heater s ^xterlsive pltatations, stir- 
remolding his nabk stnictui^ and paik of 
Miltoa Abbey, occupy a central point 
north of the great Toad from Blandford to 
Dorchester, and the Stoure, in its way to 
the cast from the former town, passes by 
many others ; Murley, at a small distance 
from Winbom, may boast a library supe- 
rior to most in Europe, nor are the scats 
of Mr. Stiirt at Critchill, (lately occupied 
by the Prince^ of Wales,) of Lord Shaftes- 
bury at Winborne St. Giles, and of Mr. 
Drax Gro^venor at Charborough> less 
conspicuous, though more distant from 
the river. • Tfie Stoure here forms a plea- 
sing vale between gentle hills covered 
with woods, and a downish ridge marked 
with several encampments, of which 
Badbury Ring, adorned with a high clump, 
is most remarkable. The antient towers 
of Winbom minster mark the pleasant 
position of that town, but the country 
becomes flat and heathy as the river ad- 
lirances to the Hampshire coast. 

The Wiltshire and Hampshire 
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Avon pursues a course directly south* 
ward, from the jimction of its three early 
component branches, one of which rises 
at the edge of the forest of Savemake in 
Lord Aylesbury's well wooded territory 
near Marlborough, and the two pthers 
in the downish district, between that tract 
and the Devizes. After their union, the 
Avon forms a valley between the Marl- 
borough downs and the great plain of 
Salisbury, descending southward by 
Amesbury, and under Old Sarum, to Salis- 
bury, on one side of which city it is 
joined by the Wtlley, enlarged by tfie De- 
"verell near Warminster, and united with 
the Nadder from the north and south- 
west, and on the other by the Bourne, 
flowing southward from Collingbourne, 
in the downs adjoining to the forest of 
Chute in Hampshire. None of these 
rivers are very considerable till their junc- 
tion, after whiph^^ Avon continues in a 
southward direction through a part of the 
New Forest by Fordingbridge and Ring* 
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wood, till the Stoure meets it at Christ^ 
church, where it falls into the sea. 
' , Many and curious are the remnants oi 
antiquity, and the works of art, on this 
river, and its assistant streamy, though 
towns, are for the most part rare in these 
open tracts, and the villages clustered 
in their several bourns throughout the 
downs. Stonehenge, Amesbury, Harro- 
don Hill, Yanesborough Castle, and Old, 
Sarum, present great objects to the anti- 
quarian, nor are numberless others want- 
ing, in a tract which has been so often 
the theatre of wari in remote ages ; though 
changed in ^ome degree by the modern 
encroachment of cultivation, it still exhibits 
abundance of encampments and tumuli. 
Various handsome seats mark the descent 
of the Avon to Salisbury, of which the 
Duke of Queensbery's fine mansion and 
park of Amesbury Abbey (now cruelly 
despoiled of its timber, and converted 
into a French nunnery) is the most re- 
markable. The Nadder and the Wllley have 
still more to boast of in contributing to 
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sdom the tnaigniiicent mamkms ontd 
grounds ^ Wardooir Casde and Wiltoia ; 
a 'broc& joining fiS^ Nadder xilso is^^wcfled 
into a greait lake an Mr; Beckford*s snpeafc 
domafn of Font Hill, where an :abbey «of 
surprising grandeur is now consrt:ructing 
OH a lofty eminence, under tbe judi^ioms 
auspices and taste of 'Mr, Wyatt. The 
handsome city of Salisbury, with *bc 
degant fabric of 4ts Gothic cathedral and 
lofty spiTe, famous for its select society 
and its happy cultivation of music, oocu^ 
pies the ^)ot where these rivers ^in, sm^ 
-Tounded by an opulent and respectsd^ 
neighbourhood* tK)ngford Gastlfe, 4hc 
^ne seat of (Lord Hadnor, lies on the 
•hanks of the Avon below this city, which 
flows beneath the elevated mansions of 
Mr, Davykins and Mr. Shafto, and at no 
-great distance from General Bathuist^ 
noble territory of Clarendon Park,-witii 
the seats of Norman Court and Deap, as 
it approaches Dowijton, and the bordefs 
of Hampshire. Thfe country now "^be- 
comes delightfully -wooded, as thejftoon 
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fomis a dhtfrifemg vale vfMi the Ne^ct 
Fewest on one iidc, and vatious seats oil 
the other^ of 'vvhich Sir Edward Hiilse's 
at Bremmer is most conspicuotis. A less 
Iriti^resting sandy level succeeds T3elow 
RingWood, from whence the ^high towet 
And tdWn of Christdhurch at its mouth 
appear almost to rise out of the sea, op^ 
'posite to the^ocfcs called the Needles, and 
thfe clife ^f the Isle of Wight. 

TffE Aniton and Test, The Alni: 
^iLKD Itchen, contributing with smaller 
streams to form Thpe Soitthamptok 
River. 

The jintm dses about twelve miles OA 
*flic liorth and north-east df Andover \n 
ttiaihpihife from two sources, one di 
'Which :passes Whitchurch, ^and meeting 
the Tm at Wlierwell, /it tthdn proceeds 
'pearly ^oiithward to Stockbridge and 
•^Romsey, joined ^by several streams from 
*the New Forest dt Redbridge, where it 
•forlns the head of the Smthe^Apt&n^River. 

The JiiiHe '^nd -the Itdhen rise near Al- 
«*e-sford,*uhitirig bilow that town, ^nd-af- 
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tcrwards bearing the sole name of tlte 
Itchttif which makes a compass by the 
west to reach Winchester, and then de- 
scends southward to Southampton. 

All these rivers, flowing for the fjlrst part 
of their course through a bleak and down- 
ish country, surrounded by water-mea- 
dows and chalky hills, have little of the 
beautiful to grace their banks. The 
landscape improves, however, as they ap- , 
proach their exit, the soil changing to 
gravel, atid a pleasant wooded territory 
succeeding to the bleak dowps in which 
they find their origin. Whitchurch, 
Andover, Stockbridge, and Romsey, are 
the towns on the Anton and Test, but 
they have no considerable features ; L/ord 
Palmerston's seat of Broadlands, near the 
latter town, is well worthy of admira- 
tion, and the river adds much to its 
beauty. Lord Rodney*s seat above Al- 
resford commands the Itchin and the Alne, 
together with a large pool of water, 
which may be called a handsome lake ; the 
Aluf also (previous to its junction) passes 
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by the venerable pile of Tichbourne. 
Avington, lately the seat'of the Duke of 
Chandos, and Worthy, a fine place of Sir 
Chaloner Ogle, lie on the banks of the 
united rivers, while Mr. Bathurst's high 
situation of Lainston covers a considerable 
eminence at some distance with its 
groves which appear to descend into the 
plain in a magnificent avenue. The 
downish hills here form a dreary amphi- 
theatre, breaking out in chalky cliffs, and 
inclosing a bleak vale, in which Win- 
chester is rather unpleasantly situated, 
but it exhibits six interesting objects, in 
its palace, its ruins, its walls, its cross, its 
cathedral, and its college. E^ch of these 
is highly attractive to a traveller, and the 
cathedral in particular displays some of 
the finest monuments in England, to 
which the gloomy weight of that vene- 
rable pile adds considerable effect. The 
college, united with New College, Oxford, 
is magnificently endowed by the bounty 
of William of Wykeham; and its towers, 
with the adjacent hill of St. Catharine, 
U 
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which Is suiyounded hyKht cufculartxcneh 
of aiH eiic^xftpment, aa4 ct<^wB^d witk an 
Qms^oiwUl clump* cannot fail to interest 
those who, like myself, p^^ed many of the 
y^s^s of their youth in these consecrated 
hcnnds, profiting by the classic taste, 
gqni\fcs, and information, of the late 
worthy Dr* Warton^ for many years 
head master of that noble instituticMd. 
Thi^ ho^ital of St. Cross, about a mile 
below Winchester on tbe bahks of the 
nrer, presents a fine foundation for the 
support of old men, whose venerable 
church (a n^iniature of Wmchester ca- 
Aedral) forms one side of a regular qfua- 
drangk, firoiiting the antient gateway 
«8id the coaster s handsome lodgings, ben 
tween which, on each side, tbe old pen-' 
sionersi are comfortably lodg|ed in separate 
apartments. Bek>w this structure, f?U 
Itehin glided on between water meadows 
to the pk^isant village of Twyford> and 
SQon afterwards enters a well-wooded 
country, passing- by Bishops-stoke, and 
between the^ two fine places of Mr. 
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Fleming and Mr. Sloane at North and 
South Stonebam. ViHas and scats m 
great abandancc (of which Sir JohA 
Mordaunt's place of Bevis Mount i^ niost 
observable) cover every eminence, as the 
broad mirror of the Southampton River be- 
comes visible, towards tvhich the Itchht 
hastens, being navigabk from Winchester, 
9ttyi full of docks for ship-building below 
Sbiithampton. That handsome town, 
approached by a grand sfobttrb with a fine 
old gateway, emends in a nob^ street W 
the water, surrounded by walls, which, 
projecting kAo the gir^at b«sin, enjoy 
beautiful view^ across it to the wo6<lfed 
shore of the New Forest, while in front, at 
the point of its junction with the sea, 
the high hills of the Isle of Wight ap- 
pear conspicuous. Southampton has long 
been a favourite public place, to which 
its beautiful situation and splendid build- 
ings fully entitle it, together with every 
article of refined and luxurious accom- 
modation. 

The Southampton Rhxer, composed of 
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those above described, ipimcdiatcly on its 
formation at Rcdbridge becomes ^ con- 
siderable arm of the sea, flowing to the 
south-east between the NewForest groves 
(in which Mr. Drummond's fine seat of 
Cadlands is embowered) and the vene- 
rable remains of Netley Abbey, near 
which the Hamble, swelling from an in- 
considerable stream into a broad aestuary, 
descends into it from the interior of 
Hampshire. Beneath the fortress of Cal- 
shot Castle, its proper exit to the sea 
may be determined, where an angular 
strait divides the Isle 6f Wight from the 
Hampshire coast, near the entrance of 
Portsmouth Harbour. 
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CHAR XV. 

The Coast of Devonshire ^ Dorsetshire ^ and 
Hampshire^ from . Plymouth Sound to 
Portsmouth Harbour — Rivers of Sussex 
—The Arun, The Adur, The Ouse, 
The Cockmare, and llie Rother — 
Rivers of Kent — ^The Stoure, The 
Medway — The Coa^t of Hampshire, 
Sussex, and Kent, from Portsmouth 
Harbour to the n^outh oft\\c Thames. 

The coast of England, throughout the 
channel from the entrance of Plymouth 
Sound to Portsmouth Harbour, chiefly 
fronts the south, .though it is deeply in- 
dented "with various bays fofmed by great 
projecting head-lands. The town of 
Kingsbridge in Devonshire is situated in 
the first of these protruding tracts, at the 
head of a large basin called Sakolm Hck)en, 
and communicating with the gea ; It is 
U3 
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in the midst of a finely featured country, 
which is rarely visited by strangers on 
account of the steepness of the hills, and 
the difficulty of the roads. The Bay oj 
Dartmouth, at the exit of that romantic 
^ver the^ Dart, is formed between Start 
Point on the south-west, and Froward 
Point on the east, below which the pro- 
montories of Berryhead and Tor Quay 
enclose the ^cious road of Torbay, the 
coa&t of which bewtiful expanse of water, 
holding out a safe refuge to our navy in 
contrary winds, is distinguished by the 
three villages of Brixham, Churston Fer- ' 
rers, and Peignton. This bay fronts the • 
south-east, and the Devonshire coast lies 
in the same direction, beyond the Teign, 
a3 far ^s the mouth of the Ex, when it 
^dually turns towards the south as it 
wutes with that of Dorsetshire near Lyme, 
which town is delightfully situated on 
the slope of several precipitous hills 
towards a southern sea, and though ill 
huilt^ with ^tcep, narrow, and winding 
$tr«ets,^ has beea preferred by many to the 

.7 
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numerous seA-bathmg pk<«s on this 
coast. The shore fi^m hraice turm gra- 
4uilly to front the south-west, terminate 
iiig far to the south in the hugt took df 
Portland Island, which is connected ivkh 
it near Abbotsbury, by that castrftofdinary 
beaich of pebbles called /^ Ckessil Bank, 
which runs for many miles parallel i^ith it. 

Thus is that immense gulph formed^ 
which includes the greater part of the 
sduth of Devonshire, and much of Dor*» 
setshire, together with the sereral smalkr 
bays of thosfe counties, between the op- 
posite horns of Start Point new Kings- 
•bridge, and the Bill of Portland^ which is 
covered with two light houses. On the 
opposite side another bay Opens, little 
inferior to this in extent> stretching 0%it 
to the borders of Hampshire, and bounded 
by those vast cliffs which terminate the 
hie of Wight to tlie souths between Chale 
and St. Lawrence. 

The rock of Portland, wluch is above 
seven miles in circumference, commands 
these spacious bays in great perfectioit 
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hi>m: an abrupt perpendicular height, 
which orerhangs the sea tremendously 
on every side, exc^ towards the north, 
wlwre it descends in a steep, but practi- 
eaUe hill, to its little port close to the 
Ch€5iil Bank, from tvhich ridge a short 
icrry is established to the main land of 
Dorset^ire. Here are found those quar- 
ries of white stone, which have been so 
deserredly h^ld in high repute, and with 
^hich so many of the great buildings in 
6ur metropolis, and in the interior of Eng- 
land, have been constructed. Numbers 
are employed in working them ; and this 
barren rock is thus rendered a populous, 
as Well as a cultivated district, with a neat 
village in the centre of its level summit, 
which is adorned with a handsome church. 
Th^ Bay of Weymouth opens imme- 
diately below Portland, and that tract of 
Dorsetshire called the Isle of Purbcck 
stretches out on the opposite side to the 
south-eastj terminating in the point called 
St. Alban's Head. The range of cliffs 
which bound this coast, as well as the 
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shoals called the Race of Portland, are ex- 
itrcmcly dangerous to shipping, and wrecks 
are very frequent here in stormy seasons. 
The Cove of Lullworth presents an occa- 
sional refuge to small vessels, but its en- 
trance is so narrow as to render /it of 
little use. Immediately behind it, Lull- 
worth Castle, the fine scat of Mr. Weld, 
tkxupies a charjnaing elevation, and ex- 
hibits a grand baronial pile in the midst 
of some ornamented grounds, comniandr 
ing the sea with good effect _ through a 
:gap in the rocks. In the centre of thie 
Isle of Purbeck, Corfe Castle displays its 
ruined towers on a high eniinence with 
\great majesty, and this pleasant district is' 
inhabited by several respectable families, 
whose seats make a handsome appear-r 
ance, Mr. Bond's of the Grange being 
the most conspicuous. Turning round 
^e point of Purbeck towards the north, 
the Bay of Studland fronts the east, within 
which the great expanse of Poole Har- 
bour intersects the country, marked with 
several islands and distinguished by the 
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pOTt of Poole. The Isle of Wight tcr<- 
minates this bay grandly with a vast rztnge 
of cliffs in full front, where the broken 
focks of the Needles and the advancing 
point oi Hurst Castle exhibit strong 
grounds of conjecture that the nwrin 
shore of Hampshire was once united witi 
that island. The coast of Hampshire, 
adjoining to Dorsetshire, now fronts die 
south-ea8t,as the Avon descends by Christy- 
church, and the wooded tract of the New 
Forest extends to the entrance of the 
Sf^iihamptm River, intersected by ihc 
Lymmg^ the Beaulieu and the Darl-Watefy 
and throughout fronting the Isle o£ 
Wight. Lord Bute*s superb mansion of 
High Clitf is boldly situated near Christy- 
church, and the country is delightful 
£rom thence to Lymington, which occu- 
pies a gentle eminence about two miles 
•hove the coast, with a level below, 
which abounds in salt works. 

My visit to this place bore a melan*- 
choly a^ect, being in consequence of the 
death of a much-lamented mother and 
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sister in the summer of 1800, the latter 
of whom, alas ! followed the former in a 
few days to the same grave ; having paid 
every respect their memory claimed, I 
took a short review of the pleasant town 
they had fixed on as their residence, 
which had undergone much improve- 
ment since I saw it rriany years before^ 
and is capable of still more, by an amend- 
ment of the paving, and the removal of 
a heavy market place in the centre of the 
high street. The cheerful, yet rural, ap- 
pearance of this place, unlike the superb 
display and crowded streets of Wey- 
mouth and Southamptom, has very pow- 
erful attractions; and, independent of 
the great influx of company during the 
summer months, it may boast a very 
elegant assemblage of its own, in various 
respectable families which reside at Ly-, 
mington or its vicinage, where every ad- 
vantage of society, medical attendance, 
and accomplishment, is to be obtained in 
an eminent degree, nature having also 
embellished the surrounding country with 
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every captivating charm to the eye, both 
in sea and land views. 

The channel, after the junction of t}u 
Southampton Water ^ turns round the 
northern point of the Isle of Wight, gra- 
dually making its compass, till the coast 
of Hampshire fronts the south-west, 
opposite to that part of the Isle of Wight 
where the River Medina descends in a 
broad sheet from Newport, its handsome 
capital, backed by the noble ruin of Ca- 
risbrook Castle, to its principal port of 
Cowcs. The great station of the British 
navy at Spithead and St. Helens stretches 
out here between the island and the 
shore of Hampshire, where Portsmouth 
expands its large bay and harbour, op- 
posite to the narrow neck of land occu- 
pied by Gosport, where a small river from 
Fareham swells suddenly into a vast aestu- 
ary, the Meon descending from Lord 
Clanrickard's territory near Wamford, 
Wickham, and the interior of Hamp- 
shire, in another valley a little further to 
the west, All these objects, backed by 



Digitized 



by Google 



OF GREAT BRITAIN. 3OI 

the numerous buildings attending the 
dock of Portsmouth, surrounded at high 
water by the great curving arms of the 
sea which appear to insulate these tracts, 
and fronted by the lofty hills of the Isle of 
Wight, with the wooded range of the 
New Forest, are seen in the greatest per- 
fection froni the high ridge of Ports- 
Down, extending in a waving line p^al- 
lel with the coast, about five miles behind 
Portsmouth and Gosport; on the land 
side, the noble old mansion.of Southwick, 
backed by the forest of Purbeck, and on 
the sea-side, the venerable walls of Por- 
chesterCastle, he under this beautiful hill, 
which may be justly described as com- 
manduig one of the finest prospects in 
England. 

The Arun is the first river of note 
we come to in the course of this progress 
in Sussex, flowing nearly southward, 
through a country of deep clay from the 
borders of Surry, till it penetrates through 
a hollow of the South Downs to reach 
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ArurKfel. The Duke of Ncwrfolk isxe- 
building the castle of that pkcc (to which 
his earldom is said to be affixed) in a 
stile of princely but irregular magnifi- 
cence ; backed by a bold aiwl well-wooded 
park^ it overlooks the level coast of Sussex 
proudly from its high cHff> the town de- 
scending abruptly below it in a broad and 
steep street. 

The Apur^TheOuse, The Cock- 
MAEE, ANi> The R'other, arc the re- 
maining rivers of the long^ but shallow, 
county of Sussex, the three first rising in 
that deep and rich tract called the Weald, 
and penetrating the South Downs to 
reach the sea. 

The Adisir tiius descends southward fay 
Steyning to New Shoreham on the coast, 
and The Ouse pursues- a similar course 
fitom Uckfidd by the handsome town g^ 
Lewes to Newhaven. The vales whick 
these rivers form are pkusar^) but ka\re 
Qo strong features. The Rother is very 
di&rentj rising near the picturesque vil^ 
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lageof Mayfieid in Kent, in a very hilly, 
cultivated, and thickly- wooded country, 
fed also in its course by various streams 
from vallies similar to that which it forms. 
It no where approaches the Downs, but 
following a south-east direction till it 
emerges from its hills, and becoming a 
shiggish stream as it sinks into a sandy 
level, turns at last southward to make a 
great basin on the east of the port of Rye, 
at the extremity of Sussex, which is the 
least imj^oved of any town of consider- 
able trade I have seen. The Brede from 
some pleasant vallies behind Battel, joins 
/^ Rother below Winchelsea, which is 
now to its exit surrounded by a dismal 
fed from the high grounds oi Sussex te^ 
Romney Marsh in Kent. 

The Stoure of Kent is a very circu- 
itous stream, taking its source in the 
W^d of that fine county, near Charing. 
Its directicm is south-cast to Ashfea?d, 
&om whence (receiving the Lisser SUure 
from the Downs in the east, and anotbet 
small stream from the Weald in the west) 
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it gradually turns almost north to rea^ 
Canterbury, and the edge of the Isle of 
Thanet ; it then makes a circle again by 
the east towards the south to Sandwich, 
and turns at last again northward to fall 
into the sea below the Bay of Hope. 

The Weald of Kent is a wonderfully 
rich, but level country, overlooked by the 
town of Ashford wath' its lofty tower ; 
from thence the Stoure traverses a sweet 
vale, which is commanded by the high 
groves and avenues of Eastwell Park,, 
{^reading into extensive lawns, and 
adorned with a magnificent new man- 
sion by its present owner, Mr. Hatton.. 
The vale of the Stoure afterwards becomes 
narrower, including Olantigh, the highly- 
finished seat of Mt. Sawbridge, Mr,, 
Knight's handsome, place of Godmersham, 
andMr. Heron's venerable pile of Chilham 
Castle. Shortly after, Canterbury dis- 
plays its extensive walls and noble gates, 
overtopped by its numerous churches, and 
above all, by the magnificent towers and. 
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body of its metropolitan cathedral. A 
sandy flat attends the Stoure from the 
borders of the Isle of Thanet, to the mi- 
serable old port of Sandwrch, from 
whence it makes its exit to the sesi. 

The Medway is the only remaining 
Kentish river of any note, and by far the 
most important of any except the Tfiames. 
It rises on the borders of Surry and 
Sussex, somewhat north of E^st Grin- 
stead, and takes a north-east course to 
Tunbridge a:nd Maidstone, met by va- 
rious streams of less note on each side. 
It then turns with a long compass by the 
north to the east, to reach Rochester and 
Chatbam, winding still with various 
curves eastward, till it joins the arm of 
the sea called the Swale, (which cuts off 
the Isle of Shepey from the main land 
of Kent,) and turning again northward to 
enter the Nore under the fort of Sheer- 
ness, near the mouth of the TJiames. 

The Medway flows almost every where 
through a pleasant and populous country, 
but adds little to its beauty at first, being 
X 
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mostly buried within its banks. The 
town of Tunbridge, with its castle, by 
which the river passes, is about five miles 
distant from the celebrated public resort of 
Tunbridge Wells, where houses, strangely 
piled on each other, (in a deep hollow sur- 
rounded by sandy and heathy hills,) make 
a very curious appearance. The princi- 
pal eminences, especialty those towards 
the north, command noble views over 
the rich vale of the Medwqy, the high 
groves and interesting towers of Pens- 
hurst, and the ridge which, crowned with 
the plantations of Knowle, forms the di- 
vision between this tract and the valley 
of Riverhead. Lord Le Despenser*s sin- 
gular churdh at Mcreworth, and his 
house, highly finished in the Italian taste, 
with Teeston, the seat of Mr. Bouveri^, 
are passed by the Medvoay m the pleasant 
vale it forms between Tunbridge and the 
old county town of Maidstone, over- 
looked at last on the east by the heights 
of Cockshcath. That river, joined by a 
trifling rivulet from the park of Leeds 
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Castle, winds afterwards round the de- 
cayed town of Aylesford, becoming sud- 
denly a bold and . wide stream, which 
rolls proudly through a rich territory, till 
it rushes furiously under the arches of the 
antient bridge of Rochester, dividing that 
city from its suburb of Stroud. Rochester 
cathedral an4 castle occupy an elevated 
position above it; and a broad sweep be- 
low the bridge, with the accession of tjie 
tide, exhibits the superb buildings and 
dock of Chatham, with the great ships 
within its port. From thence to the 
mouth of the Medwqy, its banks are 
marshy and uninteresting, except where 
the forest of masts which encompasses 
Sheerness, indicates its approach to the 
sea. 

The southern coast of England from 
Portsmouth Harbour, as we travel eastward 
on it, becomes indented with another 
large basin, interspersed with various 
islands, from which also, several curving 
arms penetrate into the country, one of 
them forming Chichester Harbour. The 
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small rruer Lavent contributes to fill this 
basin, descending southward by that neat 
city, the high spire of whose cathedral 
appears to great advantage, rising out 6i 
the sandy level which approaches the 
coast, and backed by the waving line of 
South Dbwns at some distance. Along 
this ridge various fine places are scattered, 
of which Stanstead, Up-Park, and Good- 
• wood, are most observable, the heights 
above the latter being embellished with 
some striking buildings, while the most 
complete dog-kennel in England is con- 
structed in the lower parts of the park. 
In the Vale behind these downs, which 
are here very narrow, the noble park of 
Cowdrcy near Midhurst, (vvhose Gothic 
mansion, containing the invaluable paint- 
ings of Hans-Holbein, was some years 
ago consumed by fire,) and the extensive 
grounds and plantations encircling Lord 
Egremont*s stately mansion of Pet worth, 
are conspicuous objects. The prospects 
on each side are delightful ; Goodwood 
SLild Halnckcr Parks commanding the 
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southern view towards Chichester and the 
coast, most happily, and Mr, Sargent's 
new-built house at Lavington, in the 
midst of a pleasing territory, opening 
finely to the northern view. 

The point of Low-land, called Selsea 
Bill, terminates this level coast towards 
the south, and a little further the new 
public bathing place of Bognor has started 
into eminence, near some low rocks in 
the sea, which render the navigation dif- 
ficult on this side. Littlehampton, a 
small public place near Arundel, in a 
dreary marsh, appears deservedly in great 
measure relinquished, yielding to its more 
successful neighbours of Bognor and 
Worthing, the latter of which, further 
advanced towards the east, occupies a 
pleasant position in the midst of a fertile 
and well- wooded level. TheSouthDowns 
now form a nearer back ground, and soon 
advancing ^towards the coast, break into 
stupendous cliffs, .where the splendid 
buildings of Brighthelmstone, which may 
be callejd the capital of the numerous 

X3 
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public places on the southern coast, rise 
in almost oriental magnificience, teeming 
with every product of successful art and 
luxury. The easy access to London, and 
the fine roads by which this place is ap- 
proached, joined with its pure air, its 
open sea, and surrounding downs, exhi- 
bit strong natural attractions, to which 
the artificial display of the Steyne, its pa- 
' vilion, and contiguous modern structures, 
add their fairy powers in fascinating the 
inotley succession of public visitors, who 
make Brighthelmstone their summer 
residence. 

The South Downs from hence occupy 
a great portion of the country, impending, 
over the sea in chalky cliffs, till termi- 
nated by the bold point of Beachy-Head. 
A delightful valley, well- wooded, and 
thickly sprinkled with villages, here 
stretches northward up the country at 
the foot of these receding downs, where 
the retired, but not unornamented, spot 
of East Bourn presents one of the plea- 
santest public places on this coast,/ and is 
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well frequented by those to whom the 
bustle of Brighthelmstone is offensive. 
The sandy and marshy level, surrounding 
the castle of Pevenscy, extends from 
hence to the rock of Hastings, behind 
which the high groiinds of Sussex and 
Kent arrange themselves In a consider- 
able amphitheatre, the boldruin of Hurst* 
moncea Castle fronting the coast at the 
extremity of its enclosure, the fine park 
of Lord Ashbumham covering the hills 
above with its extensive drives and plan- 
tations, and the inhabited pile of Battel 
Abbey forming a prominent feature on 
the eminence where William the First 
obtained his conquest. The port of Has- 
tings fills a hollow between two cliffs 
somewhat below, and soon afterwards 
great fens succeed, in which the rock, 
covered with the town of Rye, and a 
neighbouring high hill, crowned with the 
decayed village and curious ruins of 
Winchelsea, appear like islands rising in 
a boundless ocean, as the vast marsh of 
Romney, justly celebrated for its fertility^ 
X4 
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expands towards the Wcstld of Kent, oc^ 
cupying a considerable division of that 
large county. The towers and towns of 
New Romney and Lydd appear as beacons 
in this unwholesome level, which stretches 
out far into the channel in the low point 
ofDenge^Ness^ being defended afterwards 
for a great distance against the sea by the 
curious and very expensive bulwark called 
D^fffclmrch Walk 

The coast from Beachy-Head turns. ra- 
ther eastward from the south, resuming 
its original direction from Rye Havens 
where Sussex joins with Kent, to Denge^ 
Ness, after \vhich it bears again considerably 
to the easti Kent by no means abounds 
in rivers, as there is not one of any npte 
frona tke Rother of Sussex, to the Stoure at 
the edge of the Isle of Thanet. The 
port of Hythe properly terminates the 
level of Romney Marsh, being built on 
,thc side of a rock, on which its chyrch 
is placed, and behind it are the church 
and ruined castle of Salt-wood, The 
beach, though narrow, continues still flat. 
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and abounding in sand and pebbles as far 
as the long street of Sandgatc and its 
castle, which (like those of Walmcr, 
Deal, and Sandown) is a garrison with 
round towers, constructed on the plan 
pursued by Henry VIII. The hills closing 
in here, a steep and downish tract suc- 
ceeds, descending from the interior of 
Kent to the coast in a fine ridge, and ter- 
minating in abrupt chalky cliffs, from 
which the heights of Bolognc and a large 
portion of the coast of Picardy. in France, 
are distinctly visible across the channel. 
Folkstone descends in one of the hollows 
of this range from its high church to the 
sea-3hore ; and that cliff so strikingly de- 
scribed by Shakespeare rises perpendicu- 
larly over the beach, opposed by the still 
bolder eminence on which the noble 
fabric of Dover Castle stands exalted. 
Between these two grand points' a nar- 
row semicircular range of cliffs is formed, 
receding a little from the coas^t, beneaith 
which the long apd winding port of 
Dover occupies all the space open to the 
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sea, whose curious position is finely over- 
looked from the almost perpendieulat 
hjcight of its castle, to which an admirable 
ascent from the town has been lately 
formed by government. This c^de is 
now a very extensive and well-formed 
garrison, but its antient remains are most 
striking ; the view it commands is very 
singular, and the spires of Calais may be, 
easily distinguished from thence, rising 
apparently out of the water from the 
level coast which unites France with 
Flanders. 

The downs continue along the shore 
far beyond Dover, ending in high cliffs, 
and sinking occasionally into hdilows, 
which open to fine sea views. At length 
they finish towards the <x)ast in the head- 
land called the South Fcwreland, from 
whence the shore fronts the east, reced- 
ing apparently to surroutid a large sandy 
area, which appears to have been in dis- 
tant ages a dereliction of the sea, and is 
terminated in front by the high guounds 
of the Isle of Thanet. Here that safe 
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toad for shipping, which has obtained the 
name of the Downs, and is crowded with 
vessels, expands itself before the busy port 
of Deal, which is situated between the 
Castles of Walmer and Sandown, and 
lately provided with a most superb range 
of barracks. The old decayed town of 
Sandwich, now reviving in trade, is 
placed near the end of this level, and 
Ebbs-Fleet, famous for the landing of 
Hengist, closes in with the Isle of Thanet, 
which is apparently cut off from the rest 
of the Kentish coast by the little river SarP 
from Ifhe north, uniting with the. Stoure 
iri the south. 

This beautiful and fertile district covers 
a high eminence, descending in abrupt 
cliffs on three sides to the sea, * and pro* 
jecting far into it. The coast turns ra- 
pidly to the North Foreland, and then 
inakes a second sweep to encompass this 
tract, fronting the north. This circum- 
stance, added to the elevation of the 
ground, creates a great variety of striking 
views, and the circle of the Isle of Thanet 
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presents one of the most interesting rides 
in England. Ramsgate at first exhibits 
its handsome crescent, and protrudes its 
magnificent stone pier far over the sea, 
and the shipping in the DownSy as well as . 
towards the French coast. The bold 
point of the North Foreland follows, 
headed by a light-house, and Kingsgate 
fronts the eastern sea, adorned with-vjari- 
ous eccentric buildings by the late Lord 
Holland. Margate, the most consider- 
able of these public places, fronts the 
north bay, below which the two extra- 
ordinary spires of the Reculver church, 
together with their romantic history, en- 
gage the attention of travellers. The 
gardens of Dandalion frequently attract 
the company of Margate to their agree- 
able shades, and Mount Pleasant, situated 
in the centre of the Isle of Thanet, com- 
mands all its sea views at once, together 
with the enchanting fertility of the inte- 
rior district, and its neat villages. 

Below this island, tht coast of Kent 
becomes marshy, still fronting the norths 
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as It descends by Whitstable to the nar- 
row arm of the sea called the Swale, 
which encircles two sides of the Isle of 
Shepey; it then turns ea^ward, till it 
reaches the point where the Medway ter- 
minates its course by its junction with 
the Swale, beyond which the fort of 
Sheerness projects, and the Mouth of the 
Thames opens. 
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CHAP. XVL 

The Thames, and its auxiliary streams — 
Uncertain origin of the Isis, its principal 
branch — Reputed, to he a small stream on 
the northern border of Wiltshire — ^Ifs 
passage through a part of Glocester shire, 
and most of Oxfordshire, joined by several 
lesser rivulets, and the Evenlode near 
Woodstock — Ground view of Oxford from 
its banks — Junction of the Cherwell 
belovo that City — First view of the ChiU 
tern Hills — Union of the Thame with 
the Isis, thus constituting the classic 
name of Thamesis — Beautiful country 
which the Thames traverses, forming 
also the principal object of it, in its pas- 
sage through Oxfordshire, Berkshire, and 
Buckif^hamshire, by Reading, Henley, 
Marlow, and Maidenhead — Junction of 
the Kennctt from North Wiltshire at 
Reading, with an account of the country 
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pervaded hy that river — Accession of the 
L^ddon from the northern border of 
Hampshire^ and a small stream froik 
High Wycombe In Buckinghamshire^ with 
the Interesting character of some Seats and 
Families In the vicinage of Beaconsfield — 
Great , change of country In descending 
Into tfiefat below MaldenJiead — Mimic 
display of Monkey Island — Superb ap- s 
proach to Eton College and Windsor 
Castle y backed by the hills of Windsor 
Forest and Park. 

This mighty king of all the British 
rivers, superior to most in beauty, and to 
all in importance, remains last to be de- 
scribed, as this tour has now made the 
complete compass of our island. 

Like the source of the Nile, the po3ition 
of the original fountain of the Thames has 
been variously assigned, audits birth-place 
has been alinost as much contested as that 
of Homer, by divers contributing springs 
on the borders of Glocestershire- and 
Wiltshire, througTi which its several early 
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branches hasten to form their union pre-' 
vious to their reaching Oxfordshire. 
Cricklade in Wiltshire is the central 
town of this district, and some attribute 
the honour of forming the head of the 
Thames to a clear fountain in its vicinage, 
which has long borne that title, and been 
considered almost as a consecrated spot 
by tjie veneration of the surrounding • 
villages; while others prefer a stream 
issuing from the vicinage of Kemble, 
marked by its neat spire; others again take 
the rivulets vyhich advance from S window 
and Highworth in Wiltshire (one of 
which is called the Rey) ; and many arguiB 
for the Churn of Glocestershire, which 
rises in the hilly tract of the Cotteswold, 
encircling the vale of Cheltenham, and 
flows to the south-east, by Cirencester, 
and through the extensive woods af 
Lord Bathurst, to Crick^lade. The dis- 
pute is not of consequence, as none oF 
these fountains in their origin differ ma^ 
terially from a common rivulet, and eaqk 
country may innocently enjoy the ^faq- 
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ded distinction, while the subjects of 
their contention unite near Letchlade, 
and creep in obscurity through the plain' 
of Oxfordshire, attended for some distance 
l^ the parallel canal, which has* been 
lately m^de with immense expense to 
join the Severn with the Thames ^ and s6 
to form what should seem the most im- 
portant inland navigation of Great Bri- 
tain, by transporting the influx of foreign 
as well as internal wealth to and from the 
capital. This canal, which has been no- 
ticed before in this work, when its exit 
from the Severn was mentioned, perforates 
the long subterraneous tunnel of Salper- 
ton in Glocestershire, but even when* it 
advances to the river, does not form its 
junction immediately, but pursuesa similaer 
course to Letchlade, on the west of which 
place the Coin descends from the plea- 
sant villages of Bibury and fiamsley, and 
on the east, the Lech, from North LecH, 
adds its tributary forces ; after which the 
combined streams bear togctJier the classic 
name of the Isis. Here the navigation ot 
Y 
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* this tivtt properly commences, but it is 
understood to be long very imperf^rt 

«ii:om its \yindlng course, and its prevail-^ 

jng shallows; neither is the country it 

first traverses, dividir^ the counties of 

Oxford and Berks, at all pleasant^ as.it 

pursues its way, ^most unseen, in the 

Biidst of an unvaried plain, first towards 

the east, and afterwards inclining to the 

norths In this level the Jf^ndrmhjqim it 

itom Burford and Witney^ and the jJcar- 

saater stream of the Rvenlodf, piursmng 

nearly the same direction from tfic nortb- 

^upest, d^seenda from WUicfawood Forest 

4md the groat ridings of Cfaarlboiy*^ united 

"at last with a amaller stresuiot which focms 

.<lie great lake in Woodstock Park in ^k 

ccotrc of the proud domain encircHng 

itowera of J^Dheim. The Isis, thus aug- 

jmented, turns oud^nly to the soutb> 

.'Vrashing Che rained walls of Grodstone 

, Nunoicry, the chapel of which ccmtains 

the tomb of the unhappy Rosaraondi^ 

Q^ciiiung on the west fay a finely- wooded 

* hiUf whick still beais the traces of the 
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park belonging to the^ deserted pile of 
Witham house, an old seat of the Abing;* 
don family. 

. The vale now expands itself into a spa-;- 
cious amphitheatre, bounded by som^ 
striking hills, in the centre of which the 
majestic tow;ers, dome$, and spires pf 
Oxford burst upon the sight, appearing 
proudly ranged behind the thick shade 
of the venerable groves. Here the Lis di* 
•vides itself into various small channels^ 
as it traverses the meadows of Withan^ 
leaving Oxford on the left, and passing 
through several handsome stone bridges 
connected by a grand cause- way, which 
^rms its principal approach from the west. 
These streams soon re-uniting, the river 
turns round the city towards the north** 
cast; andcrossedbyan antient stonebridgc, 
which was once^ccorated with the study 
and gateway attributed to Friar Bacon, 
glides beautifully through the enamelled 
and ornamented meads of Christ Church. 
That magnifieentlyrcndowed, and admi- 
TaUy-conducted establishment, occupies 
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a vast portion of the ground on which 
Oxford stands, and exhibits some of the 
finest anticnt and modern structures in 
its university. These interesting objects 
(with the treasure of painting, sculpture, 
historical grandeur, and the possession of 
literature which they contain) can be 
viewed by few with indifFcfence, but 
must ever be approached with peculiar 
satisfaction by those who, like the author 
of these sheets, may justly boast a pride 
in having received there the academical 
part of their education. A superb walk 
of elms beneath this spacious College 
fronts its meadow, over the deep foliage 
of which, the Gothic buildings of Christ- 
church appear in stately pride, as they 
^splay themselves gradually, with a suc- 
cession of all the numerous towers of our 
University, in the descent of the Isls.^ A 
little lower it is joined by the Cherwell, 
flowing from the north by Banbury, and 
passing on the eastern side of Oxford 
through the arche$ of the magnificent 
bridge of Magdalen, (close to the rich 
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Gothic tower of its College with its 
charming walk,) thus, together with //z^ 
Isisy almost insulating the city and uni-^ 
versity of Oxford. 

The country becomes now for a whil6 
more enclosed, and the numerous planta- 
tions surrounding Lord Harcourt's noble 
seat of Nuneham on the Oxfordshire bank 
of the Isis, are finely opposed by the thick 
woods of Bagley in Berkshire, beneath 
which, a handsome place of Sir James 
Stonehouse appears, backed by the town 
of Abingdon, with its picturesque spire 
and long bridge. The Chiltem hills oc- 
cupy all along the back ground atva dis- 
tance, forming a waving line towards the 
south, from the high clump of Farring- 
don to the vicinage of Aylesbury, some^ 
times cloathed with thick woods of beech, 
and at others protruding their chalky 
sides and downish summits into the plairu- 
The windings of the river through this 
great level are frequent, but its direction 
is mostly southward, a little inclined to 
the east, as it passes between two high 
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Berkshire hills, and the long straggVai^ 
town of Dorchester in Oxfordshiire, whose 
antient church still displays some traits 
of its pristine magnificence, having been 
reputed the site of a bishopric. Some- 
what below this place, the Thame adr 
vancc3 from the north-cast to meet it, 
passing through the antient bridges of 
Wheatley and Dorchester, and joining 
the his a little ^bove the point Vhere the 
more modern pile of Sbillingford Bridge 
crosses both combined ; at this junction 
the Tfiames first obtains its proper name, 
being originally called Thamesis from the 
union of the Thame and the his. Various 
are the smaller streams which cpntribt^td 
originally to create the Theme, some de-? 
sounding from the central parts of Buck- 
inghamshire, some even from the borders, 
of Hertfordshire, and many from the 
lower parts of Oxfordshire ; not a few of 
these make their pretensions to be re^ 
putcd the heads of the Thames y arid per- 
haps their title might stand every test 
with the heads of the his^ except that of 
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distance. The country through which 
the Thame flpws Is not remarkably plea- 
sant, but the high tower of Thame 
Chiurch i^ a striking object, and the an-* 
ticnt mansion of Lord Abingdon in iti 
neighbourhood is wdrthy of observation, 
embowered in the groves of Kycot-Park. 
Shillingford Bridge occupies a rcmiantic 
position, which strikes the eye more 
strongly from being unlike the rest of the 
country, which bears an open and dreary 
aspect ; the naore antient pile of Walling^ 
ford Bridge succeeds below its town, and 
Mungewell, a pleasant seat of the Bisht^ 
of Durham, graces the Oxfordshire bank 
of the Thames. The inclination of that 
river from Wallingford to Pan^boum is 
almost due south, but it there begins to 
form a considerable circle by the east to 
the north, below Reading, till it reaches 
Henley, and then another by the north- 
east to the south, to approach Maiden^ 
head, from whence its direction is nearly 
south-east with various windings, till it 
parses Windsor and Stanes. It then 

Y4 
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makes a vast circle by the scaith to the 
cast, till it reaches Brentford ; after which 
its direction is principally to the north* 
east as it approaches London, turning 
then in a bold swell to the qast, and 
maintaining that direction, after disport-^ 
ing itself in various broad curves as an 
aestuary, till falling into the sea, it forms 
that deep bay, which penetrates far into 
the kingdom in dividing the counties of 
Essex and Kent. So much for the course 
of this important river, which I have 
given a short description of distinctly 
from the objects that attend it, as those 
objects now begin to increase in magni- 
tude and beauty, and consequently to de- 
mand a more particular attention. 

A little below WalUngford the Thames 
forms an indented valley through the 
range of the Cotteswold hills, which losing 
insensibly their downish character, be- 
come at last adorned with most of thq 
varied beauties of art and nature, that:, 
could be comprehended within their out-t 
line. High beech woods cover their si^es 
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and summits, while rich meadows atr 
tend the descent of the river,; towns and 
villages are sprinkled about in all direc- 
tions, and magnificent seats appear oa 
the heights which overhang the Oxford- 
shire and Berkshire banks. Basildon, the 
modern creation of Sir Francis Sykes, and 
Caversham Pai-k, the striking territory of 
jNlajor Marsac, are the places most likely 
to attract the eye forcibly ; beneath th^ 
latter, the handsome cpunty town of 
Reading occupies a pleasant position, and 
the valley formed by the Tltames expands 
into a rich plain, full of verdure, woods, 
and population. 

The Kennel here joins its tributary wa- 
ters, flowing eastward from the Dowiis 
of Wiltshire, where it rises near a village 
of that name. This tract obtains the 
title of the Marlborough Dow7is, to dis- 
tinguish it from the still more extensive 
range of the Salisbury Plains in the same 
county, from which it is divided by a 
Jbroad and rich vate. It is boldly, marked 
(mXj f speciglly where its extremities tcr- 
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ipinate abraptly towards the great and 
populous vale which includes the cloath* 
iDg towns of North Wiltshire ; and these 
boundaries, commanding striking views 
towards the ridge of Salisbury Plain far 
to the west, the borders of Somerset- 
shire adjoining to Bath, and the upper 
districts of Glocestershire, are adorned 
with several fine seats, among which the 
Marquis of Lansdown's highly-orna- 
mented and well-disposed domain of 
Bow-Wood is most to be admired. The 
interior of these downs is chiefly remark** 
^blc for its beautiful swells, and the ver- 
dure of its extensive pasture, overspread 
with numberless flocks of sheep, each at- 
tended by ite shepherd, and a watchful 
dog. Except where agriculture has of 
Jate encroached on their sides and sum- 
mits, these appear the sole denizens of the 
surrounding wilds, which in firie weather 
by no means impress a stranger with 
melancholy, bearing a smiling aspect, that 
differs widely from the rugged tracts of 
the Yorkghire rnoors, or even the dreary 
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heaths of Surry. Remains of antiquity 
are frequent in this open country, whicli 
was long the seat of wars, and still pre-? 
serves their vestiges in various encamp- 
ments and nuriierous tumuli, of which 
one called Silbury Hill, near Beckhamp— 
ton, is the largest in England, The 
Saxon boundary of Wodcnsdike, or 
Wansdike, is in high preservation herd, 
running in a line aslant the Downs 
towards the south-east; Avebury also 
exhibits the remains of a Druid*s temple, 
end those vast stones called *' The Gr^ 
Withers^' are scattered irregularly about 
the country, composed of materials not 
unlike those of Stonehenge. Towns arc 
thinly sprinkled, but neat farm-houses 
occupy many sheltered spots, and villages 
follow the various bourns formed by the 
streams, that of the Kennet being the 
piost ^considerable. Marlborough makes 
some figure on its banks, whose castle 
has undergone various transformations, 
^ing at one time a strong fortress and a 
It royal Residence, then becoming a scat 
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of the Dukes of Somerset, who built the 
present house, and now being converted 
into one of the principal inns on the Bath 
road. There are no remains of the old 
fort, except its keep, which is ascended 
by a circular winding walk between cut 
hedges, and by its easy rise contributes 
to the amusement of the numerous tra- 
vellers who frequent these gardens. The 
wooded tr*ct of Severnake Forest, sur- 
rounding the park and mansion of Lord 
Aylesbury, and intersected by his nu- 
merous ridings, covers the hills on the 
south-east of Marlborough in front of the 
borough of Great Bedwin, round which 
the Kennd^ winds in a compass by the 
north, passing by the town of Ramsbury, 
and the antient seat of Littlecott to 
Hungerford. 

The valley of the Kennet enlarges into 
a considerable pUin, as it approaches 
Newbury, beneath Lord Craven's woods 
of Benham Park, and its two ornamented 
gateways, where the Downs of Hamp*- 
shire succeeding to those of Wiltshire 
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range themselves in bold forms toward* 
the south above the plantations of Lord 
Porchester, A delightful vale succeedi* 
pervading much of the pleasant county 
of Berks, well-ornamented with seats; 
woods, and villages, and terminating in 
the gentle knowl on which Reading is 
situated. The Loddoti brings a further 
increase to the Thames somewhat lower; 
rising a little within the limits of Hamp- 
shire, and pursuing a north-east direction. 
This small stream, traversing a charming 
country, adds a considerable ornament tp 
the delightful place and park of Lord 
Rivers, at Stratfield Saye, and skirts those 
commons which unite afterwards with 
Windsor Forest. 

The ThameSy thus augmented, swells 
into a majestic river, full of commercial 
craft, and glides in a broad silver mirrour 
through the plain, till it becomes en- 
gulphed amidst the fine chain of bills 
surrounding Henley. A more beautifully- 
marked country than this cannot easily 
be formed by the most romantic fancy. 
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tnd nature has placed this British part* 
disc within forty miles of the capital o^ 
our country, to decorate the hanks of ita 
principal river. The Thames throughout 
divides the counties of Oxford and Buck- 
ingham from Berkshire, rolling in a broad 
transparent stream between hills cloathed 
profusely with beech woods, and oma-» 
mented with the splendid seati of som^ 
of our principal nobility* The extensive 
^d finely- disposed territory of Lord 
Malmesbury bears among these a strong 
pre-eminence, covering several bold hills 
with its plantations, between the hollows 
of which, delightful lawns descend to the 
in?trgin of the river. The exquisite taste 
of the late General Conway formed this 
charming place, to which its present 
noble owner has added a stately mansion 
on one of the highest points in the 
grounds. Every efFoirt of successful art 
to aid and improve nature has been used 
here, nor can any thing be imagined more 
singularly beautiful than the succession 
of views from the principal terrace^ which, 
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ivmiing along the summits of the lawns 
above their hollows, and profusely de- 
corated, with evergreens, exhibit all the 
striking feature^ of* this enchanting district 
to the highest advantage. Immediately 
below, the handsome town of Henley v 
covers the Oxfordshire bank, whose lofty 
flint tower and elegant stone bridge form 
distinguished objects, from whichever 
side they are viewed, and more especially 
from the terrace of ParJc Place. 

A little below Henley, on the Oxford- 
shite bank, the delightful district of 
Fawley Court, the seat of Mr. Freeman, 
expands itself in great beauty, covering a 
fine undulating range of hills with its 
plantations, woods, and terraces, and 
commanding a variety of beautiful pros- 
pects, in which the bold sweep formed by 
the Thames, with its two subsequent long 
reaches, and the church, with the town 
of Henley, present the principal objects. 
Charming drives penetrate these woods, 
and follow the terraces with excellent do- 
sign, leading each way to the house^ 
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which stands in the flat near the rivcf-r 
Buckinghamshire soon succeeds to Ox- 
fordshire, where a small stream descends 
from the north to the Thames, passing by 
the pleasant village of Hambleden, whose 
ornamented parsonage and venerable old 
hall command delightful views^ I must 
break the thread of my description here, 
to speak in grateful remembrance, with 
a merited degree of enthusiasm, of the 
friendly and hospitable reception I for 
many years found at the hall-house of 
Hambleden, then occupied by my amiable 
relation Mr. Lockwood, when it was con- 
stantly the scat of cheerfulness and good- 
humour, dispensing to a numerous fapaily 
and assemblage, of friends all the choicest 
blessings of society. 

On the opposite shore of Berkshire 
stands the handsome mansion of Culha^n 
Court, with its pleasant appendage of 
JRose-Hill, and Buckinghamshire soon 
again claims our notice by the ivied walls 
of Medmenham Abbey, consecrated some 
years ago to a novel kind of mockery of 
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monastic institutions. Delightful woods 
cover all this tract of country, through 
which various drives are connected with 
the great road, crossing it to the seats of 
Danesfield and Harleford. The former 
of these, surrounded by an antient en- 
campment, crowns a hill immediately ' 
above Medmenham, and the latter, en- 
vironed by various swelling groves, oc- 
cupies a knowl of extreme verdure, rising 
gently above the Thames. This charming 
river now appears in all its glory, tra- 
versing a more extensive vale, and wash- 
. ing almost the walls of Bysham Abbey 
in Berkshire, as it approaches the old 
town of Marlow in Buckinghamshire,, 
placed beneath a noble hill on the Berk- 
shire side, which is thickly overspread for 
a great extent from its summit to its base 
with beech woods. At the extremity of 
this vale, it is joined by a small stream 
near tke village of Woborn, which de-" 
scends frpm the interior of Buckingham- 
\ shire from the north-west, ornamenting 
the fine seat of West Wycombe ir\ its 
Z 
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passage, and flowing through the Mar- 
quis of Lansdown's lawns near High Wy- 
combe. ' , 

This is indeed an interesting country, 
both in its aspect, in its seats, and in the 
character of its inhabitants, new objects 
starting up on every side to command our 
attention. Surrounded by woods, the 
antient town of Beacohsfield exhibits it^ 
venerable church and v^ride street, above 
which the elegant retirement of the late 
Edmund Burke fronts the classic ground 
of Hall-Bam, the old seat of the Waller 
family, which preserves a happy mixture 
of the formal magnificence of antient 
gardening, united With some nice touches 
of modern improvement, within its spa- 
cious outline. Every thing here perpetu- 
ates the memory of the poet, the favour- 
ite haunts of his meditation being still 
recorded, his bench and his dell preserved 
with care, and his tomb regarded with 
veneration. The house also was the seat 
of hospitality in the life-time of its late 
worthy owner, Mr. Waller,, where, dur- 

7 
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ing a long course of years, I experienced 
the same kindness and attention which I 
before commemorated at Hambleden, 
both these neighbpuring families being 
nearly allied, and keeping up the plea- 
sahtest intercourse with each other. 

It is a melancholy pleasure to retrace 
these interesting scenes, where the fervid 
imagination of youth and the society of 
friends (who are now either no more, 
or removed from these once-favoured 
spots) combined to create charms which 
can never be renewed when life inclines 
towards its descent. Favoured by these 
circumstances, I had frequent opportuni- 
ties of surveying the delightful spots of 
Hambleden and Hall-Barn, with their 
vicinage, in the most interesting manner, 
and of repeatedly pervading the whole 
surrounding country in those various ex- 
cursions of walks and rides, which a 
cheerful domestic circle, enlivened by a 
succession of friendly visitors, is sure to 
inspire. This second digression, flowing 
from the same source with my former. 
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must be defended by the same apology 
of gratitude for the past ; it has led me in 
each instance to a short distance from 
the banks of the Thames, to which it is 
now time to return. 

The upland country, which encircles 
the groves and thick woods of Penn, 
Hampden, and Beaconsfield, terminates 
towards the west and the south in a wav- 
ing line of hills, facing on one side the 
vale of Marlow, and on the other the 
more spacious plain bounded by the emi- 
nences of Windsor Park and Forest, in 
front of which the regal display of their 
Castle makes a most impressive figure. 
Throughout the whole of these two dif- 
ferent vales the windings of the Thames 
form the most interesting features, and 
the command which this eminence ob- 
tains over that great-river, with its rich 
surrounding scenery, has covered it pro- 
fusely with the seats of the noble and 
opulent. 

Dropomore Hill, the new creation of 
Lord Grenville, fronts Windsor Castle 
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directly, its contiguity to which, as well 
as its easy distance from the metropolis, 
and the charms of the surrounding 
country, prove the taste and judgment 
which formed it for the occasional retire- 
ment of a minister of state from the du- 
ties of his office. The neighbouring and 
connected territones of Taplow andClicfF^ 
den, have still superior points of view 
from their bold positions, and the latter 
in particular embellishes a long reach of 
the Thames y which terminates in the 
stately stone bridge of Maidenhead, with 
an almost perpendicular bank of rich 
wood, decorated with temples and other 
ornamental buildings. These places arc 
too well known to need a minute descrip- 
tion from my pen, but one sequestered 
spot at CliefFden, where a clear spring 
under the covert of a thick wood bursts 
forth and joins the river, should not be 
unnoticed. To those who navigate the 
Thames for pleasure, its retired positioQ^ 
the coolness of its surrounding shades> 
and its access to the numerous walks of 

Z3 
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the pFace^ abundantly recommend it. 
Hcdsor-housc, the seat of Lord Boston^ 
k^the last of these magnificent villas 
towards the west, and principally fronts 
the vale leading to Marlow^ though it has 
some command of the other sweep of the 
river, and the scenery about Windsor. It 
is a large pile, surrounded by considerable 
rising plantations on a high ridge, de- 
scending precipitately into the level at a 
sliort distance from Wobom, and near 
the spot where the Thames makes its sud- 
den turn to approach Maidenhead Bridge 
beneath the wooded bank of Clieffden. 
That river has here formed an island^ 
which Sir George Young has not only 
planted and adorned, but even embel- 
lished with a handsome house, connect- 
ing it by a bridge with the Berkshire 
shore. Though a singular position for a 
residence, this new creation must give an 
additional beauty to this striking part of 
the Thames, as the plantations grow up ; 
the pleasant retired village of Cookham is 
close to it, and the town of Maidenhead, 
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in the descent of the river, hot far dis-* 
tant. 

. We may now ,be conddered as almost 
satiated with the beautiful scenery, which 
from Walltngford for so long an^ circu-* 
kous a tract has embellished the banks of 
the Thames; and -nature seems for a while 
to repose in one of those dead flats, which 
often follow her exertions in emerging 
from the mountains ^nd valties she has 
formed, into a spacious^ leveL Other ob- 
jects, now, however, arrest our attention, 
without being attriacted by the mimic 
display of Monkey Island, further than 
regards its whimsical singularity in shew- . 
ing so many resemblances of that animal 
to man. There is, indeed, nothing else 
in that flat district to entice the eye, 
which, languishing for the fine scenes it 
has left behind, views the great expanse 
before it almost vrith horror, and dwells 
with momentary amusement on any 
trifle which it can seize in its passage. 
This idea can alone account for the intro^ 
duction of an exhibition so totally con- 
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traiy to the nature of the country in 
which it is> placed^ and so full of absur- 
dity in evciy other point of observation- 
After a Short progress, not far from the 
broad Tower of Bray, once memorable for 
' its politic vicar, bolder objects, of a dif- 
ferent kind from any we have passed, 
b^in to occupy the whole of our atten- 
tion, and the numerous towers of Windsor 
Castle, from the proud elevation of its 
rock, form an assembliage of commanding 
features, which are in no other direction 
approached with so strong an efiect as 
across this great intervening flat. The 
noble edifice of Eton College, backed by 
its venierable groves, and ever-interesting 
to so many of the first youths in England, 
create a striking addition to the vast ob- 
ject in front, as it enlarges to our view 
with the extended display of its nume- 
rous bastions and St, George's Chapel, 
backed by the town of Windsor and the 
eminences of its great Park and Forest, 
yirhich now form a grand and striking 
outline. Gray*s elegant ode impresses 
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itself (orcihly on a, stranger s recollection, 
as. he approaches at Eton its consecrated 
objects ; how much more powerfully then 
tnvLst an, Etonian feel it, when he reviews 
*' the antique towers^ the distant spires^ the 
fields behvd in vainf' An air of supe- 
rior grandeur and propriety marks the 
whole of this pile, far beyond our other 
similar foundations, for Westminster has 
nothing in architecture, except its Abbey, 
to bo^st of; and Winchester, though 
princely in its endowment, and venerable 
in its antiquity, is but an irregular mass, 
when compared with Eton. The beauty 
also of this situation on the Thames in full 
view of Windsor and its groves, which 
inspire a pleasing gloom unmixed vvith 
melancholy, cannot fail of striking for- 
cibly on the imagination. 

The royal palace of Windsor Castle 
rises in grandeur as we approach it, and 
the view from its ' terrace (which sur- 
rounds it every where, except to the 
west) is most commanding as well as 
beautiful, taking in an immense outline 
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over a number of counties, and limited 
only towards the south by the spacioufe 
amphitheatre formed by the wooded hills 
<^its Park and Forest, To describe the 
features of a spot so well known, and so ' 
constantly visited, is unnecessary; where- 
fore I shall close my account with this 
appropriate observation, that the Thames 
forms a principal feature throughout the 
great Expanse below, and that the im- 
mense plain through which it rolls ap- 
pears the work of its creation, as this 
superb river collects its tributary forces, 
and seems to march in state towards the 
metropolis of our island. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

The Thames, and its auxiliary streams, 
continued — Vast plain traversed by the 
Thames helqw Windsor — Cooper s Hilly 
Runny-Meady Eghaniy StaneSy and hale- 
ham — Mr. Foxs seat on St. Ann's Hill 
near Chertsey — Fine prospect from that 
eminence — Still greater view from the 
ridge of St. Georges Hill — Ju7iction of 
The Colne and the Wey with the 
Thames — Wohorn Farm — Lord Port- 
mores seat at Weyhridge — The Duke of 
York's fine place 9f Oatlands, and its 
Grotto — AshleyPark'-Walton onThames, 
and the villas on its common — Walton 
Bridge y and the adjacent seat of Lord 
Tankerville — Descent of the Thames to 
Sunbury and Hampton — The late Mr. 
Garrick's Villa, and Temple of Shak* 
speare — Hampton Court Palace, its Gar^ 
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deuj and its Parks — Junction of The 
Mole of Surry with tfie Thames — The 
peculiar character of that romantic river, 
its winding course, and the seats and 
towns which adorn its hanks — Thames 
Ditton — Kingsto7i — Ham — Petersham-^ 
superb villas about Twickenham, Isle- 
worth, and Richmond — Delightful view 
from Richmond Hill — Richmond Park, 
and the site of its Palace — Richmond 
Gardens, and the opposite view of Sion 
House with its Parky Sion Hill, and 
Osterlev Park. 

Emerging with the Thames from the 
groves and splendid towers of Windsor, 
We observe the ridge, which before formed 
a distant bouhdary on the Buckingham- 
shire side, gradually losing itself in the 
blue horizon, and the level becoming 
unbounded, except where the insulated 
hill of Harrow exhibits its lofty spire 
amidst tufted groves, and the more dis- 
tant heights of Hampstead and Highgate 
appear in the back ground. The Surry 
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shore is far more elevated, and the bold 
cmineace of Cooper's Hill, protruding 
from the extreme point of Windsor PaA 
before the many ornamented villas of 
Englefield Green, form a striking barrier 
at last to the plain on the south. Beneath 
it, the Thames washes the verdant level of 
Runny Mead, memorable of yore for the 
signature of Magna Charta, but now 
chiefly distinguished by being the spot on 
which Egham races are celebrated. A 
little below, the new and handsome stone 
bridges of Stanes and Chertsey divide 
Surry from Middlesex, between which 
Laleham exhibits the singular feature of 
a ruined and almost deserted village^ 
close to the river ThameSy and in the 
midst of a populous and flourishing 
country. Mn Wood's extensive groves, 
surrounding his old seat at Littleton, 
cover a large tract of this level behind 
Laleham on the east ; and on the south- 
west, the well-inhabited town of Chertsey 
with its whitened church presents a dis- 
tinguished object ; many respectable fa* 
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families have sought a residence in this 
town and its vicinage, and the renaains 
of its antient abbey have long ago been 
converted into a modern house. 

This part of Surry and Middlesex is 
p^rticulary marked by abrupt hills, v^hich, 
rising in the midst of a vast plain, appear 
wheii viewed from its distant boundaries 
like islands elevating themselves from a 
lake. Harrow, in the centre of the level 
of Middlesex, is the most distinguished 
of these eminences; andthose of St. Anne 
^nd St. George, in Surry^ bear a similar 
character, though they all differ in their 
features materially. Harrow on the Hill; 
so emphatically called, has the advantage 
of a more extended flat around it, and 
attracts the eye powerfully by the rich 
groves which adorn its. summit, and its 
handsome spire, wh^ch in almost every 
direction appears to emerge from them. 
Thus, it forms a peculiar land-mark to 
the intervening flat, and the distant 
heights which appear to bound it, rising 
itself alone about ten miles on the north- 
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west of London; but here the cha;rm 
<:eases, for the view most cpramonly dis- 
appoints the expecting travcUcr, objects 
being universally wanting in so vast an 
expanse, as the wearied eye again and 
again descries the circle. The towers and , 
domes of our capital, involved in smoke, 
appear here in an unpleasant point of 
view, not being relieved by any interven- 
ing shades of sufficient consequence, and 
theThamesbeing invisible, except in time 
of flood; the ranges of the Kentish hills 
and the Surry downs are too distapt to 
have their full effect as boundaries; and 
the groves of Windsor, with its noble 
fabric, no where appear so little impo« 
sing, an arid and nearly uniform leveT 
of cornfields and pastures insulating the 
eminence, from whose abrupt rise Har- 
row perhaps loses some of those advan^ 
tages which should be connected with 
it, as a bird*s sight view is seldom that 
which a painter would select as most ex- 
cellent in landscape, Harrow has, how- 
ever, still to boast one of the most ex- 
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tensive prospects this kingdom can shew; 
and on the north, the ridge of Bushy 
Heath, adjoining ^o Hertfordshire, cir- 
cumscribes the horizon at a favourable 
distance across the extensive commons 
of Pinner, exhibiting some fine features ; 
nor are Hampstead and Highgate too far 
removed to be striking features. It can- 
not also be too highly spoken of, when 
viewed as an external object, even from 
the most remote heights where it can be 
discerned, its church and its wood being 
most happily placed ; within, it contains 
a school, which is excellently conducted, 
and has rivalled our greater foundations 
frequently in the scholars, with whom it 
has frequently done honour to the Britifh 
establishments for the education of youth. 
St. Anne's Hill starts up iabruptly on 
the south-west of Chertsey, having once 
also been the sit^ of a monastery, which 
was once I understand dependant on the 
ot;her, and of which there are yet some 
small remains on the extreme point of 
the eminence. The lower parts, of it are 
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cloathed with wood, but the ridge is al- 
most level, after it gets above the 'en- 
closures, presenting a delightfully-verdant 
walk to the neighbourhood, aiid termi- 
hating in two venerable elms, where the 
desceht is almost perpendicular into the 
plain. The prospect here is more happily 
marked than at Harrow, yet wonderfully 
extensive, except towards the south and 
West, where the bluff point of Cooper's 
Hill excludes the view of Windsor, and 
the bare ridges of Bagshot Heath circum- 
scribe the horizon. On the east, th^ 
Surry Downs appear well ranged behind 
the nearer heathy ridge of St. George's 
hills, and with the eminences of Norwood, 
Sydenham, and the more distant summit 
of Shooter's hill in Kent, together with 
those of Highgate, Hampstead, Bushy, 
and Harrow, in Middlesex, form the 
outline of that immense plain, in which 
the dome of St. Paul's Cathedral, and 
the lofty pile of Westminster Abbej, 
enveloped in perpetual smoke, mark the 
proud position of the metropolis of Eng- 
Aa 
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land, surrounded by a numerous tribe of 
villages, and a most abundant population. 
iThe Thames here shews itself to great 
advantage, making a bold sweep to ap^ 
proach Chertsey Bridge, and intersecting 
the plain with its various meanders. A 
little under this terrace, encircled by 
plantations, and adorned with the most 
exquisite taste of classic decoration, 
stands the delightful villa which forms 
the retirement of the Hon. Charles 
James Fox. Observations on political 
characters are altogether foreign to the 
design of this work, or the disposition of 
its author, especially, as he is no farther ac^ 
quainted with the gentleman now men- 
tioned, than by having accidentally met 
him many y^ars ago at Berne in S witzerr 
land, and there passed a few hours, in his 
company. He had then a short oppor- 
tunity of witnessing those convivial ta- 
knts, and that happy ease of manner for 
which Mr. Fox has been so long an^J 
justly admired, and by which so many 
have been fascinated. In this ejegant re- 
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tfcat, that once-busy statesman Is said to 
forget his piiblic occupations; and ami^ae 
himself with rural . sportSi, and literary 
pursuits, . Neither is his retiretaent soli- 
*tftry or unsociable, for various youths of 
high consequence in his line of politick, 
•are his frequent visitors, and some of the 
ra<?st respectable families in his vicinage 
have formed;! that strong, attachment to 
him, which his talents are prone to create, 
and his manners to rivet most forcibly. 

St. IjSeorge's Hill presents an oblong 
ridge in the midst of those wild oom- 
\roons which extend, with little intervals, 
from Walton and Weybridge, almost to 
Bagshot, occupying = in its range nearly 
the whole space from Weybridge to 
Cobham. It is of very considerable mag- 
nitude, ruitnipg out into vast angles, 
which protrude themselves into the plain 
between deep hollows, and its summit is 
almost entirely level^ being marked by a 
few clumps of firs at certain distances 
from each other, and adorned with turfed 
drives winding round the angles, which 
Aa ij 
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are understood to have been originally 
itoade hy the Portmore family. They are 
curiously cofitrived, pcrvacKng every part 
of this ridge in circular mazes^ so as to vary 
the scenery delightfully, and to present 
a charming airing to the vicinage. On 
the south- west angle ar^ :the perfect 
remains of a very considerable Ronmti 
encampment, which is attributed by Mr. 
Gpugh, in his fine edition of Camckn's 
Britannia, to C^efar, who is supposed to 
have crossed the Thames below Oatlands. 
' St. George's Hill is not only greatly 
larger, but Considerably higher than that of 
tSt. Ajme, though it rises so imperceptibly 
at first from the plain that this circum- 
stance does not imjnediately impress it- 
self as you advaiux towards it. Its upper 
parts are more abrupt, and in some 6f 
the hollows almost perpendicular ; when 
viewed from ^ distance its elevation is most 
jdbtinguishable, as all its protruding angles 
then appear united in one mass, stretch- 
ing across the horizon, and differently 
featured from all the eminences of thi» 
country. The prospect it commands is 
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almost unbounded over Middlesex, Buck- 
mghamshire, Hertfordshire, Essex, and 
Kent, to the north and east, but Cooper's 
Hill and Bagshot Heath form a strong, 
though by no means a near, outline on 
the west, bqyond which (towards the 
south) the ridge called '* The Hog s Back,' 
between Guildford and Farnham, termi- 
nates in a bold clump, and the points of 
the Hind'head Hills, in. Sussex, on the 
Portsmouth road, rise to view, piled on- 
each other like Pelion over Ossa. From 
this clump, above Guildford, the whole 
range of the Surry Downs e:xtends in a 
waving line, rising abruptly with the 
high street of that county town from the 
bridge over t?ie Wey, which forms the in- 
termediate valley, to a very considerable 
eminence. These bold summits create 
the southern boundary to St. George's 
Hill as far as Croydon, distinguished by 
various plantations, and a great number 
of fine parks and seats, beyond which 
some distant parts of Kent close the pros- 
pect, as the eye in its circle approaches 
Aa3 
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the east, one of which (near Sevenoaks) 
is crowned with the singular clump of 
The Knockhoh Beeches. Richmond Hill, 
appearing to advance from the east beau- 
tifully towards the eye, cloathed with 
thick groves, hides Londcm from our 
view, but its attendant cloud denotes the 
position of the Capital, and the twp hills 
of Highgate and Hampstead appear in 
their usual bold display as we pursue the 
cirde towards the north gradually. Har-^ 
row on the Hill takes a prominent position 
in this level, backed by the ridges of 
Bushy Heath and Moor Park ; westward 
again from the r^orth, a very high and 
distant spot in Buckinghamshire is 
mp-rked with a clump planted by the late 
Lord Despenser, not far from Wycombe, 
and called Whittington Park . Few points 
in England command so extended an 
horizon ; and the almost desert wildness, 
which prevails on the west and the south, 
is singularly contrasted by the numerous 
^owns, villages, and cultivated districts 
on each other side. Some of the ne^rey 
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objects are peculiarly striting, among 
which the majestic,, pile of Windsor 
Castle stands pre-eminent ; the' great 
mass of Hampton Court Palace also makes 
a conspicuous figure, and the groves and 
shrubberies of St. Anne's Hill finely over- 
hang the town of Chertsey. Below, the 
Thames winds in several bold sweeps 
through the meads which separate Shep-v 
perton from Weybridge, beneath the park 
of L/ord Portmore, and the long-extended 
plantations of Oatlands. 

The Colne advances from the north to 
meet the Thames, near Stanes, making a 
great compass by the east as it traverses 
this level. Rising under the Chiltern 
hills not far from Dunstable, it first flows 
towards the south-west, passing between 
the eminence on which the remains of 
Verulam are visible, and the opposite hiH 
covered with the town and venerable 
Abbey of St. Albans. At Rickmans- 
worth it forms a charming valley be- 
neath the groves of Moor Park, whose 
splendid, though heavy edifice, was ori- 
A a 4 
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ginally built by Sir John Vanbrugh (qt, 
our naval hero Lord Aiison. The Oade 
fk)m Berkhampstead, and the Missbonm 
from Amersham, with various similar 
small streams, join it in its course to 
Uxbridge, the Missbourn pervading a sweet 
vale, confined between beech woods, and 
decorated with a noble sheet of water at 
Mr. Drake's fine place of Shardelois, op- 
posite to which the ornamented grounds 
surrounding the parsonage of Amersham 
rise in great beauty above that neat town. 
Below Uxbridge, The Coine falls into a 
flat, which continues to the junction of 
its principal branch with the Thames near 
Stanes ; another division of it traverses 
the extensive level of Hounslow Heath 
by Stanwell and Feltham, and ^t last 
crosses a part of Bushy Park to meet the 
Thames near Teddington. 

The Wey rises in two branches in the 
eastern part of Hampshire, bordering on 
Surry, one of which forms a pleasant v^le 
to Farnham. After their union, their 
course is eastward by Godalraing, tiU. 
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jpined by a third stream from the south, 
aftet which Jhe Wey flows northward, a 
Uttlc inclined to the cast^ by the hilly 
town of Guildford, and . through Lord 
Portmore's park, to reach the Thames be- 
low the pleasant village of Weybridge. 
This little river flows for the most part 
through an undistinguished level below 
Guildford, and is joined by the two canals 
of the Basingstoke and Guildford navi- 
gation near the end of its course ; a small 
$tream from Chobbham also meets it, pas- 
sing beneath a waving ridge covered with 
the plantations and fine seats of Ottershaw 
and Botleys, and surrounded by wild 
heaths, in the centre of which that great 
expanse of water> called tlie Shire PqnJ^ 
swells almost into the dignity of a lake* 
. The Thames, in the mean while, ad- 
vances in stately grandeur through the 
handsome stone pile of Chertsey bridge, 
from whence a most beautiful and ver- 
dant amphitheatre on the Surry bank 
marks its progress, ornamented with the 
elegant display of Woborn ferm, (th^ 
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creation of Mr. Southcote,) Lord Port- 
morc's well- wooded park, and the far 
more striking outline of Oatlands. That 
place was formed with exquisite taste and 
design by the late Duke of Newcastle, 
who augmented it greatly' by subsequent 
additions from the common of Walton, 
which are likely to be still further in- 
creased by a general inclosure. Planta- 
tions of every kind flourish eminently in 
this paradise, extending in an easy wav- 
ing line from Weybridge to Walton 
Bridge, and adorned with a noble sheet 
of water, which was very judiciously 
made to appear - connected with th^ 
Thames. The Grotto of Oatlands has 
been deservedly admired as a fine work 
of art, and the sequestered dell in which 
it is placed, on a small lawn overshadowed 
with a thick grove, still farther recom- 
mends it ; but the grand terrace in front 
of the house forms the most striking fea- 
ture in this noble place. It was originally 
a strait walk in the old formal style of 
gardening, but the Duke of Newcastle 
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very wisely modernized it into a grassy 
lawn, descending occasionally in fine 
hollows towards the water, and still pre- 
serving its pristine inagnificence, but 
without the offensive appendage of ex- 
treme regularity. The ground is every 
where most happily disposed, sinking 
occasionally into the most charming ver- 
dant hollows, and marked with a profu^ 
sion of the finest old trees, admirably 
placed to embellish the landscape. The 
prospect it commands towards St. Anne's 
Hill, Cooper's Hill, and the outline of 
Buckinghamshire, Middlesex, and Hert- 
fordshire, is much the sabie with that 
already described from' St. George's Hill, 
which overhangs it, but still more dis- 
tinct in its outline of objects,, as they arc 
taken from a less elevated point. The 
nearer scenery is astonishingly beautiful, 
where the Thames rolls between its ena- 
melled meadows, dividing the counties 
of Middlesex and Surry, crossed at last by 
the high arches of Walton bridge, beyond 
which a further reach is distinguishable 
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almost as far as Sunbury. Oatkuids is ' 
now the residence of his Royal Highness 
the Duke of York, who has lately added 
considerably to the house in a, spejcies of 
Gothic, casing the whole with stone, but 
without aiming apparently at any mate* 
rial cfiect, beyond that of convenience and 
elegance. Its position being near the 
centre of the terrace, great powers of 
-architecture as well as expence must 
have been required to create a palace 
equal to the spot it commands, and it 
may have been more judicious to avoid 
attracting the eye by the figure and re- 
gularity of a superb pile, which might at 
last fall short of its effect. On an op- 
posite projection of the terrace, the Duke 
of Newcastle had built the shell of a 
magnificent circular chapel and mauso- 
leum, crowned with a dome, but it re- 
mains yet unfinished; a thick wood suc- 
ceeds, where the walk connects itself 
with the drive, which passes through the 
park on the opposite side of the house, 
some fine sweeps of the Thames being 



Digitized 



by Google 



OP GRE/IT BRITAlSr. 365 

visible, as the road advances to the tvW) 
lodges, which form the principal entrance 
to this place, close to Walton bridge. 

Ashley Park, the seat of Sir Henry- 
Fletcher, here closes in with Oatlands, 
covering a large tract of ground adjoin- 
ing to Walton, and exhibiting much of 
the magnificence of former times, con- 
nected with the hospitality of the past 
and present. The house is a large pile, 
built originally by Wolsey,. and added to, 
as well as modernized, by the late Lord 
Shannon, though not quite in ian appro- 
priate style with the old structure, Italian 
windows being substituted for the antient 
English, and heavy parapets replacing in 
parts the pointed roofs of our forefathers. 
The hall, gallery, and kitchen, are noble 
apartments in a singular style, and the 
park, with the gardens, (walled in on 
every side, except towards Oatlands and 
the common,) abound in fine old trees 
and evergreens, which shade some grand 
terraces ; there are also several striking 
avenues, and one in particular, which 

9 
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leads to the house from ,Walton> is dis- 
tinguishable by a happy curve about it^ 
centre, whereby its effect is much im-- 
proved. 
' The outskirts of the x:ommon adjoin- 
ing to Ashley Park are dec6rated with 
several handsome villas, among which 
one superbly fitted up and highly orna- 
mented by Mr. Peppin, is by far the most 
extensive in its domain. In a smaller, 
wpll laid out by its late owner, Mr. Shak- 
spear, the author of these sheets has (as 
a tenant) pursued his lucubrations for 
some years, looking from its front towards 
the distant range of the Surry Downs, and 
the nearer ridge of St. George's Hill, op- 
posite to Sir John Frederick's Park across 
a smiling common, soon alas ! to be pol- 
luted by the formality of modern enclo- 
sures. Some few shrubberies which he 
has found a pleasure in creating and em- 
bellishing, and a handsome open grove of 
elms leading to a planted mount, on 
which a small pavilion dedicated to soli- 
tude commands the contrasted views over 
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Middlese;x towards Sunbury and Rich- 
mond Hill, form the favorite features of 
this pleasant little spot. The eonsiderablci 
village: of Walton, extending in three 
straggling streets happily int<;rmixed with, 
trees ^nd fields, covers a large tract of 
ground between . the common* Ashle)r 
Pa^rk; and /A^ Thames \ .the venerable fabric 
an4 tower of its church appear to much 
advantage at its eastern extremity, backed 
by soine old trees, and the pleasing retreat 
of its parsonage is an agreeable pbjecty 
opening to a . delightful view behind; 
being muj^h improved by its present 
worthy incumbent, the Rev. Mr. D'Oyly. 
Walton Bridge is a bold structure of 
brick with stone facings, but appears ra- 
ther deficient in ornament and too plain 
for the importance of its size; its effect 
also is much lessened by a large white 
house on the Middlesex side^ which was 
once an inn, but now is become a gen^ 
tleman's seat, advancing almost to the 
very arches. A long- connecting cause- 
way over a channel, which seems once to 
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have been the bed of the rhrer, and is 
still covered in times of ^ood, unites this 
bridge with the Surry shore, where the^ 
villa of Lord Tankerville stands imme- 
diately opposite to the gates of O^lands. 
In the delightful grounds which surround 
this place, the bank of the Thames^ is de- 
corated for a considerable space with a 
terrace admirably planted and designed, 
from whence a noble reach of that river, 
terminating in the cupola of Sunbury 
Church, is commanded with good effect. 
His Lordship's kitchen gardens are very 
extensive, and he has been uncommonly 
su€ces3ful in the choice and culture of 
his evergreens and exotics, which are su- 
perior to most collections. 

Simbury, on the Middlesex bank, may 
truly be called a ^ Ftllage Omee,-^ 
abounding in splendid seats, most of 
which are finely situated so as to front 
the Thames; of these a house of Mr. 
Boheme in the centre of that pleasant 
village, and Harwell Park, a superb man- 
sion at the eastern extremity of it,, (ere- 
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ated formerly by Lord Pomfret,) are most 
conspicuous. This place also is remark- 
able for one of the best scholastic esta- 
blishments I have known oh experience, 
where more than feventy boys of the 
first families in England profit materially 
during their early years, by the uncom- 
mon care and attention bestowed on them 
by Dr. and Mrs. Moore, pursuing their 
studies and sports with the utmost regu- 
larity, and rapidly advancing themselves 
so as to be fitted for the greater fields of 
Eton, Westminster, and Winchester. 
Kempen-Park, the seat of Sir John Mus- 
grave, full of avenues, fine trees, and lux- 
uriant hawthorns, occupies all the high 
ground between Sunbury and Hampton, 
where the memory of Garrick is perpetu- 
ated by his elegant villa with its garden, 
and the temple dedicated by him to 
Shakspeare. This handsome edifice, in 
the Grecian taste, and situated at the 
edge of a small sloping lawn, which is 
well sprinkled with weeping willows and 
evergreens, looks across the verdant cx- 
Bb 
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pause of Mok$^y Hurst ,to the wooded 
hilb of Esher and Clarenjont, commandr 
ing a noble teach of the river, which tcr-: 
minates in, the light wooden bridge of 
Hampton Court, the Middlesex, bank 
being profusely cloathed with the long- 
extended groves of Bushy Park- The 
numerous turrets of the great palace of 
HaipptPU Court appcjir in a fipe con^sed 
mass of Gothic buildings, at the extremity, 
and though in;egular, bear a very vene- 
rable aspect.. The mgdjerji fronts, toward? 
the park ^i^d : garden, have that formal 
kind of magnificence whicn prevailed in 
the reign of their founders Charles 11. and 
his immediate successors, containing also 
a very superb range of apartnients. These 
two fronts, meeting in a right angle, 
overlook the Thames across the park and 
gardens, both of which (being quite flat) 
are laid out in the regular style of those 
ages. Some of the avenues and single trees 
in Hampton Court Park are very grand, 
but the great walk of chesnuts (surround- 
ing a large basin) in the contiguous royal 
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park of Bushy is more striking, atid the 
luxuriance of its hawthdrns i^ very re- 
markable. : ; 

The Mole of Surry brings a considerable 
accession of waters to the Thames^ oppo- 
site to Hampton Court, and is tjbe omp, 
of its auxiliary streams which most merits 
a specific description, being more like the 
rivers that are produced in mountainous 
districts, than those which pervacje the 
Central plains of England. Tfe JWi?Z? rises 
in the forest of Tilgate, just vnthin tha 
borders of Sussex, pursuing first, a i;oi;th- 
ern direction, and then inclining west- 
ward to Dorking, northward again to 
Leatherhead, after which it make§ 
a considerable compass by the west 
to the north to encompass Cobham. 
Though the course of this river is short, 
its windings are very numerous, and 
it has the peculiar attribute of bury- 
ing itself in many places underground, 
and after pursuing a subterraneous course 
for some miles, bursting again into sight. 
The spots where this incident takes 

Bb2 
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places bear the denomination of '* The 
Swallows,^* and from hence the Mok 
seems to have obtained its name. It 
flows at first through a flat and rather 
uninteresting country, till it approaches 
that great barrier of downs which ex- 
tends through the whole of this part of 
Surry, proudly overlooking 'the wooded 
flat of Sussex. The Mole, passing beneath 
the venerable groves and avenues of 
Betchworth Castle, enters into one of 
these defiles near Dorking, where it is 
joined by another stream issuing from 
between the Guildford downs and the 
heathy hills bordering upon Sussex in the 
west, and passing between the park of 
Sir Frederic Evelyn, and the plantations 
of Mr. Lomax. It then forms a most 
romantic valley beneath the almost-per- 
pendicular height of Box-hill, (an emi- 
nence ejctraordinarily covered throughout 
with that shrub, which here arises to the 
dignity of a tree,) nor can a more delight- 
ful scene in nature be described than this 
narrow stripe of beauty between two 
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downish ranges, receiving a profusion of 
ornament from the magnificent villas 
virhich decorate it, with their structures 
and their rich plantations. Dorking ap* 
pears to great advantage from the high 
hill on vsrhich Denbighs, the seat of Mr. 
Denison, stands exalted, and Mr. Lock's 
fine modem house of Norbury crowns 
the summit of his beautifully- wooded 
park, which descending in fine shelving 
hollows overspread with evergreens. Over- 
looks the whole valley to Box-hill, with 
the pleasant village of Mickleham and the 
town of Dorking below, backed by the 
bold elevation of the Leith hills on the 
border of Sussex. At Leath^rrhead the 
Mole makes its exit from the hills, and 
winding through a range of commons by 
Stoke, the old seat of Sir Francis Vincent, 
almost encircles the village and shingled 
spire of Cobham, as it winds through the 
enchanting territory of Pains Hill. This 
justly celebrated place was entirely the 
creation of the late Hon. Mr. Hamilton, 
who rescued it from a rude uninteresting 
Bb3 



Digitized 



by Google 



374 ItiVE&S AND COAST 

common, and embellished it with every 
successful effort of taste and judgment. 
<rhick plantations cover all the steep 
banks which incline to the Mohi fine 
lawns are formed between them, and the 
central hollow of these extensive grounds 
is floated by a considerable lake. The 
buildings are not numerous, but well de- 
signed and happily placed, and the temple 
of Bacchus in particular is a splendid 
room. A very considerable house was 
added l^ Mr. Bond Hopkins the late 
proprietor, overlooking the Mole, and the 
village of Cobham, opposite to the late 
Lord Ligonier's Italian edifice of Cobham 
Park* The Mole is here crossed by two 
long bridges, after which it winds through 
a plain intersected by large commons to 
JEsher, leaving Burwood Paik, the seat of 
Sir John Frederick, on the left, and Clare- 
jnont on the right, where the superb man- 
sion erected by the late Lord Cliye occu*- 
^ies a high eminence ip the midst of its 
extensive and well- wooded park. Esher 
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Place, built by Wolsey, but in latfef agiS 
the favourite spot / ^^ r : r 

" Where Kent and Nature vied for Pelham's love^'J 

stands on a gentle dev^ation above the 
Mok, under two finely-pknted ttjls which 
form its park, and distinguish this part 
of the country from afar in every direct 
tion* Little of Wolsey's architecture is 
discernible through the modernizing ad^ 
ditions of Mr. Pclham, but Esher Place 
still preserves, without, the figpreof i 
castle. Its rooms are not so conveniently 
disposed within as might be; expected; 
and its situation is too low to command 
the country, nor is the place so well kept 
as in former times. All the beauty of the 
Mole ceases at Esher, from whence that 
once- charming river winds in uno])served 
sluggishness through an uninteresting flat 
to the villages of West and East Mole^y> 
losing all the spirit of its original cha- 
racter, till the Thames opens to .rt<jc|vt5 ijt 
opposite to Hampton Coi;irt. ^ > 
..A great circular ,^i%woep., brings that 
Bb4 
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noble river from the junction of the Mok 
to the antient county town of Kingston 
on Thsimcs, and its miserable wooden 
bridge, after which it rolls through, a 
range of broad meadows to Twickenham, 
.the richly- wooded heights of Richmond 
Park overhanging the level in front, and 
forming a magnificent back ground- 
Villas here abound in every direction, and 
the banks of the Thames from hence may 
be said to be covered with palaces, fol- 
lowing each other to the eye in rapid 
succssion, as the streaip advances. Straw- 
berry Hill, a Gothic edifice formed with 
a singular degrpe of taste by the late Lord 
Orford, the elegant retirement of Alexan- 
der Pope, and Marble Hall, are the most 
striking of those on the Middlesex side, 
while on that of Surry large avenues of 
old trees distinguish Lord Dysart's an- 
tient mansion, Petersham appears crowded 
with fine houses intermixed with wood, 
and Richmond shews its numerous villas 
piled on each other, as the hill gradually 
rises from the town to the high-wooded 
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summit of its park. The prospect from 
this justly-celebrated height is too weU 
known to need minute description, com- 
manding an infinite variety of views over 
the countries already described, most hap- 
pily disposed, and wonderfully abundant 
in population. The nearer scene, how- 
ever, is most enchanting, where the 
broad silver stream of the Thames rolls in 
majestic state, as well as placid beauty, 
between the green meadows, wooded 
precincts, and splendid villas of Ham, 
Petersham, Twickenham, and Isleworth, 
making a bold sweep to reach the ele- 
gantly-formed stone bridge of Richmond^ ' 
Richmond Park covers an extensive and 
high tract of ground above the town, 
being throughout finely wooded, but 
most profusely so to cover its abrupt de- 
scent into the plain ; it is intersected by 
numerous roads leading to its various 
outlets, which present pleasurable walks 
and drives to its populous neighbourhood. 
Jts Palace stood on the Green below the 
town, but all the traces of it are now 
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vanished, except the garden, which ex- 
*tdnds delightfully along the Surry bank 
of the Thames to Kew ; it was once in- 
tended to have been rebuilt in the park, 
but that design was laid aside in favour 
of the modern additions at Windsor ; yet 
is it highly probable that some sovereign 
of this kingdom will be tempted to re- 
sume it, by the beauty of the spot, and 
its commodious distance from London. 
Nonsuch Palace, not many miles distant 
from Richmond,* in the same county, has 
suffered a similar fate, and having passed 
through the hands of several private pro- 
prietors since its alienation from the 
crown, no vestiges of it now remain, 
except some old walls and avenues. Such 
is the fate of palaces, as well as of more 
tumble buildings, the course of a few 
centuries sweeping them from our eyes, 
^nd either accident, or the instability of 
their possessors, determining their pre- 
mature fate. The gardens of Richmond, 
notwithstanding, still exhibit occasionally . 
a splendid display of company, being 
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opened to the public on stated days dur-^ 
ing the summer ; their walks are then 
crowded with an assemblage of modern 
beaux and beHcv not inferiorit perhaps, to 
those which graced the antient splendour 
of the court of Bicfamdnd. 
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CHAP. XVIIL 

The Thames^ and its aiutiliary streams^ 
concluded — Sion House — Sioh HiU — 0^- 
terUy — Accession of tht Brent at Brent- 

. ford — KewBridlge — Its Palace and Gar- 
dens-^Great increase 2/* the Thames on 
the acccesskn of the tide, atid the union of 
almost all its component streams above 
Lmdonr^— Chiswici-'^^ Hammersmith — 
Putney and Fulham, with their Bridge — 
Great ridge, adorned with the villas of 
Roe-hampton, Putney Heath, and Wlm- 
bledofi Common, with their various views 
— The Vandal ^rom Croydon — Wandes^ 
worth, and Clapham, with its Common 
— Battersea and its Bridge — Chelsea and 
its College — Gardens of Ranelagh and 
Vttuxhall — Magnificent approach to Lon-^ 
don by the River — Grand display of the 
capital of England from Westminster and 
Blaci'Friars Bridges — London Bridge, 
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and its shipping — Union of the Lea w/M 
the Thames — The Isle of Dogs^-Dept^ 

ford — Greenwich^ and its Hospital ^ with 
its Park — Woolwich — Extensive view 

from Shooters Hill — Finely featured proS'^ 
pect towards the interior of Kent — Mr. 
Pitt's elevated seat on Holwood-Hill^^ 
The Roding of Essex , with the Cray 
and the Dart in Kent — Extension of the 
marshes as the Th^mt^ advances towards 
the sea — Tilbury Fort, and Gravesend-^ 
The Fortress of Sheerness in the Isle of 
' Shepeyy at the mouthoftYit Thames and 
the Medway — Peculiar character oftht 
Thames, and short \^capitt(lation of the 
several objects which critrt^s importance. 

Immediately opposite to the walks 
of Richmond, Sion House, the princely 
seat of the Duke of Northumberland, 
displays on the Middlesex shore its large 
quadrangle and towers in the midst of a 
spacious park, and the delightful villa andl 
grounds of Sion Hill, (formed by the 
late 1,/ord Holderaesse,) attract the eye of 
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eveiy* |>as^tnger. The rich domain ^of 
Osttrlcy ako' glows with all the grandeur 
arising from the opulence of snccessful 
commerce, at the distance of about two 
Miles hwthward of the river ; its me- 
n^g€ri8 is peculiariy striking, and superior 
to most in -England, both in its extent, 
and the inanagemeht of ita ground. - 
• The Brent f flowing from the north- 
east, and rising not far from Bamet, adds 
the last stream of note to the Thames, 
\frhich it receives befoi'd it reaches Lon- 
don. Except about Hendon {where 'the 
exquisite taste of the late Mrs. Aisliabie 
fctedted ^ fairy scene on' its banks, 
embellishing it occasionally wkh Ihe 
most magnificent display of festive deco- 
ration, and the choicest selection of com- 
pany ) the Brent is but ' an insignificaflt 
river, and the long street tfBretitfdrd, 
Ito which it gives a name,)' with its iiu^ 
inerous quays, does not ad!d much beauty 
ko the Thames, though it may boafet cf 
t>eing the county town of Middlesex, 
^^w-bridge, at its eastern cxtremitjf, is a 
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plaiHr b^tr handsome structure, and- tk^ 
yiew it commands dowh the river towards 
Chbwick is very striking andrbeautifuh 
The present Palace of 'Kew, which wa« 
the favourite residence^of the late Princess 
Dowager of Wales, is a plain building; 
more like the house of a private gentle- 
man, than the mansion of a prince ; hia 
present Majesty h^ at various periods of 
his reign distinguished it by a temporary 
residence, and is now said to n>editate 
building an appropriate palace^ which will 
amply replace the loss of that of Rich- 
mond. The gardens of both ithese royal 
establishments join, and tboee of Ke w 
are peculiarly to be admired for their ex- 
otics, and a profusion, of cfurioiis plaijts^ 
with s^vei:^ buildings, among whifib a 
Jofty Chinese Pagoda is a conspicuous 6b-! 
ject in every direction, as well as a per- 
fect model of that oriental . spex^ies . ci 
architecture. These grounds are most 
neatly kept, but they do not command 
distant prospects, nor have they even a' 
view of the river, but this disadvant^ 
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may easily be surmounted, if they be- 
come incorporated with those of Rich* 
mond, which will probably be the case, 
when the new palace is constructed, and 
the royal family make Kew a permanent 
residence. 

The Thames f now having for some time 
admitted the tide, and being swelled to 
the size of a vast river crowded with va- 
rious kinds of boats and barges, flows 
proudly from Kew between two popu- 
lous shores, lined with villages and fine 
seats, the most observable of which is that 
elegant Italian edifice which the late Lord 
Burlington placed in a delightful garden 
at Chiswick, which is also ornamented 
with various buildings in an appropriate 
taste, and exhibits two magnificent cedars 
of Lebanon to the river. It soon afterwards 
passes Hammersmith, where its bank 
abounds in villas, and is crossed by a 
long old wooden bridge between the 
corresponding towns and towers of Put- 
ney in Surry and Ftdham in Middlesex. 
The scenery attendant on the Thames is 



Digitized 



by Google 



OF. GREAT BRITAIN. 385 

most beautifully impressive in passing this 
bridge, its width being greatly increased, its 
curves gracefully formed, arid its busy 
assemblage of boats and barges, presenting 
a series of objects in perpetual motion; the 
Surry bank is decorated with Sir Richard 
Hoare's fine seat and plantation^ of 
Barfte's Elms, while that of Middlesex 
boasts the palace and park of the Bishop 
of London. 

Though the shore of Middlesex has 
throughout languished in an invariable 
flat, that of Surry continues elevated, and 
the heights of Putney Heath and Roe- 
hampton exhibit a chain of the most de- 
lightful villas stretching westward as far 
as Richmond Park, and eastward to 
Wandsworth. Wimbledon Common lies 
behind these, towards the south, covering 
a large tract of uncultivated ground> 
nearly level, which circumstance has ren-* 
dered it peculiarly convenient for the oc- 
casional display of military reviews, being 
so near to the metropolis. E^ch side of 
this extended parallelogram commands 
Cc 
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very extensive views, that fronting th€ 
north overlooking the river with the 
vast plains of Middlesex, Hertfordshire, 
dnd Buckinghamshire, while that towards 
the west looks directly to the wooded 
heights of Richmond Park, with aij aslant 
view of the Surry Downs, the Leith 
Hills in Sussex, and those of Hind-head 
on the borders of Hampshire, across a 
singularly wild near ground, called Combe- 
Wood. ' The southern ridge, as well as 
a small portion of the western near the 
village of Wimbledon, is covered with a 
succession of charming villas, each of 
which vies with its neighbour in beauty, 
all commanding the range of the Surry 
Downs, with their intermediate vale, in 
great perfection, and one in particular^ 
(which belongs toMr. Chalie) being dis- 
tinguished by a grove most happily 
•placed, and a choice collection of plants, 
exotics, and evergreens. The finely- 
wooded park of Lord Spencer covers all 
the eastern ridge, presenting a consider- 
able terrace also to the gouth, on which 
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Stood that magnificent mansion, which 
some years ago perished by fTre, but is 
now about to be replaced. The views 
from this noble and extensive place are 
singularly grand and varied, while the 
near ground is ornamented with a superb 
sheet. of water, towards which the rich- 
est plantations feather down amidst va- 
rious sweet lawns and hollows, inter- 
spersed with a profusion of timber. On 
the south, the vale of Surry, with all its 
villages, appears grandly backed, by the 
heathy ridges of Sydenham, and those 
above Croydon, extending to the waving 
line of the Downs as far as Leatherhead; 
on the east that greater plain expands 
itself beneath the still-advancing emi- 
nences of Surry, through which the 
Thames flows proudly towards the mighty 
capital of England, whose numerous 
towers and spires cover the whole hori- 
zon, vastly surpassed in height and bulk 
by St. Paul's Cathedral and Westminster 
Abbey, and backed by the distant hills 
of Highgatc and Hampstcad. 



Digitized 



by Google 



388* RIVEIIS AND COAST^ 

The little river Wandk descending tx> 
the Thames at Wandsworth in a small ob- 
scure stream^ BatterseaRise and Clapham 
Common terminate the high grounds on 
the Surry side, which here at length be- 
comes flat and marshy towards the river; 
both these eminences zxfi overspread with 
villas which command delightful pros- 
pects, and some of these are very superb 
as wellv as extensive in their grounds. 
Through the modem wooden pile of Bat- 
tersea Bridge the Thames proceeds in a 
broad stream to divide that viHagc from 
Chelsea, where it forms one of its bold^ 
est reaches, often dangerous to boats in 
storms. ' 

This noble expanse of water is most 
perfectly commanded from the fine ter- 
race and octagon building at the extre- 
mity of the late Mr, Aufrere's delightful 
garden* This superb villa was fdrmed, 
or greatly added to, by Lord Orford, when 
prime minister, and has been still more 
considerably improved by its late accom^ 
plished owner, who, together with his 
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werthy surviving lady, enlivened in this 
cjegant retirement the cheerful evening 
of an active life with the charms of select 
society, dispensing those of conversation, 
enhanced by an impressive hospitality, in 
which I have from my earliest yews par- 
taken. The collection of paintings here 
does credit to the taste of those who 
chose and arranged them; the garden 
also is laid out admirably, in the centre 
of which a fine print- room overlooks the 
Thames, taking in the distant hills of 
Surry. Chelsea Collge is close adjoining, 
with its three large fronts opening to the 
river across an extensive garden ; this 
highly-laudable institution is well con- 
ducted, and the noble rooms of its chapel 
and hall are worthy of notice, but it loses 
something in figure by being built of red 
brick. The ornamented grounds of Ba- 
nelagh adjoin to the garden of Chelsea 
College^ in the midst of which its grand 
rotunda starts up, often displaying a 
:fiecond court of Comus to the Thames. 
The not-insimilar scenic shew of Vaux- 
Cc3 
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hall graces the opposite shore somewhat 
lower, beyond which the river opens at 
once upon the majestic arches of West- 
minster Bridge, dividing the lofty piles 
of its abbey and hall from the venerable 
fabric of Lambeth Palace. 

Such is the superb approach made by 
this noble river to our capital, which for 
more than five miles covers its banks with 
a profusion of spires,' towers, and palaces, 
finely exhibited from the three bridges 
of Westminster, Black-Friars, and Lpn- 
don. The bold sweep made by the Thames 
between the two first of these bridges, 
adds greatly to the effect of the whole, 
and the vast Cathedral of St. Paul, with 
its dome, proudly elevated above the 
numerous churches of the city, appears 
in all the pride of Grecian architecture. 
The lofty p^lar of the Monument, and 
the high bastions of the Tower, front the 
great borough of South wark below Lon-? 
don Bridge, where the view of the river 
terminates in a crowd of shipping of all 
li^tions, which apparently closes up it^ 
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channel with a thict forest of masts. A 
more minute description of such great 
and well known objects would be both 
difficult and unnecessary, yet could not 
they be passed over more cursorily in an 
account of the Thames, and its striking 
attendant scenery. 

The populous appearance of a city by no 
means terminates at the Tower, for the 
suburb of Wapping unites with the out- 
skirts of Stepney; and Lyme-house, with 
a train of houses and its lofty church, 
covers the shores of Middlesex and Essex, 
as they unite. On the opposite side, 
Hotherhithc almost incorporates itself 
with South wark, and stretches out to 
Deptford within the borders of Kent; 
all these places abound in public and pri- 
vate docks towards the river, but a vast 
design of improvement is about to be 
adopted in these great naval repositories. 

The Fleet, an inconsiderable sfreapn, 
descends southward from Lord Mans- 
field's fine grounds at Caen- Wood be- 
tween Hampstead and Highgate, to the 
Cc 4 
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central parts of Lpndon^ where it formed 
in its way to join the Thames the offen- 
sive hollow of Fleef Ditch, which is now 
covered over ; nothing else distingmshes 
the course of thb river. 

The Lea divides Elsscx in great part 
from Middlesex^ and falls into tJie Thames 
a little below Stepney. It rises near Lu- 
ton in Bedfordshire^ pursuing a south- 
east course to Hertford and Ware, after 
which it flows throughout nearly south- 
ward. Though in itself but a sluggish 
iriver, the Lea traverses for the most part 
9 very pleasant country, and particularly 
in the neighbourhood of Hertford. It is 
joined and increased by various small 
streams about the central part of its 
course, of which the Stort, the Quan, the 
Bean, and the Maran, are the principal, 
though unattended with any memorable 
features. Soon after its outset, the late 
Lord Bute swelled the Lea into a consi- 
derable lake to adorn his fine park of 
Luton Hoo, which is proudly overlooked 
by the stately, but unfinished, pile of his 
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house. Had the immense design been 
completed, this would have been, by far 
the first modern seat in England ; in its 
present state, it boasts many grand apart- 
ments^ and exhibits a library of vast ex- 
tent and bieauty, adorned with a noble 
collection of pictures. The Lea soon af-, 
terwards undergoes another artificial en- 
largement in the park belonging to 
Brocket, the ornamented seat of Lord 
Melborne; it then traverses part of 'the 
Marquis of Salisbury's domain at Hat- 
field, but is too distant from the hovise 
to add much to its prospect. That noble 
pile overlooks great part of Hertfordshire 
from its proud eminence, and is one of 
the finest specimens of old English archi- 
tecture, about the reign of James I. when 
the Grecian orders were somewhat oddly 
engrafted on the Gothic fabric, though 
their union gave an air of considerable 
grandeur to large buildings. Burghley, 
Lortgleat, and Audley-End, are co-tem- 
porary structures, but they have an ad- 
vantage over Hatfield in being built with 
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stone, the latter being of brick, with 
stone facings and ornaments. Hatfield, 
nevertheless, is a very grand edifice, and 
its stone colonade in front is in particular 
wonderfully light and elegant. , The Lea 
passes a number of fine seats in the valley 
it forms by Hertford and W^are, the most 
striking of which is Ware Park ; it after- 
wards becomes much enlarged, and runs 
for some distance parallel with the great 
canal called the New River , which is of so 
much importance to our metropolis. The 
Lea then enters a larger vale, bounded 
on one side by the wooded hills of Ep^- 
ping Forest, and on the other by the 
heights of Barnet and Highgate ; the 
level afterwards becomes very consider- 
able as this river approaches Hackney, 
and still more so, as it advances towards 
the Thames. 

Between the mouth of the Lea, and 
that chain of populous villages which 
form the outskirts of London on this side, 
a very extraordinary semicircular com-^ 
pass is made by //^ Thames, almost en-*' 
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closirfg a marshy flat, which has obtained 
t^c title of the Isle of Dogs, and is said 
to be remarkably rich in its pasture. Op- 
posite to this level, where the small stream 
of /A^.Rai;^«A(?;/^descends from Hayes and 
lx>uisham,» the lofty spire of Deptford, 
and the magnificent hospital of Green- 
wich, backed by its well- wooded park 
and observatory, grace the Kentish shore 
with great splendour, above which the 
elevated ground of Blackheath displays 
its numerous villas and pleasant villages, 
commanding striking views over London, 
and across the river towards Essex. Green- 
wich seems fated for superb institutions, 
having been once the favourite palace of 
Queen Elizabeth, and the theatre of those 
gay courtly displays which distinguished 
ter reign. In the time of her successors and 
the commonwealth it gradually fell into 
neglect, but was afterwards converted to 
the noblest of all purposes in a maritime 
country, when the present splendid edi- 
-iice >vas erected, and destined for the re- 
lief of aged and infi^rm seamen. This 
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structure 1$ far superior to ai^y of our pf- 
Uces> and greatly excels that fomiLde4 for 
soldiers at Chelsea, both in e^teajt, prphi- 
tccture, and its surrounding territory ; it 
is built of the finest lyhitp stone^ vnil 
finished in the most exquisite Grecian 
taste, with a most superb chapd and 
hall, each of whidi is covered with a 
dome. . Abounding in well-chosen oma-r 
ment, and stretching out in a great com- 
pass to front the river in two piles, it no 
where appears heavy or gaudy in its dcr 
coration, which is everywhere chaste and 
proper ; could a defect be stated, it should 
seem to be the want of a sufficient cen- 
tral edifice to unite two such magnifieent 
corresponding wings, which is hut indif- 
ferently supplied by the low structure of 
the governor s house. Such a building 
as that of the elegant dome of the Maison 
des Invalids at Paris would accomplish 
this purpose, and I understand some 
such structure was originally intended, 
but has been left to a future age to finish. 
As it stands at present, the mind of a. 
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Stranger is most pleasingly affected with 
the liberality and propriety of the design, 
as well as \^ith the beauty of its execu- 
tion, especially when he surveys such 
crowds of these vetetan defenders of 
their country, either sitting at their ease 
uAder the colonades or on the benches iti 
the park, or sometimes from the terrace 
in front, overlooking the numerous ship- 
ping transported by the Thames, and thus 
calmly contemplating the former theatre 
erf their active life. 

Ghreenwich Park, descending in an 
abrupt flope from Black-heath, charm- 
ingly planted both in avenues and single 
trees, and commanding the noblest pros- 
pects, is open to the public, its stimmit 
being crowned with an observatory, 
where the office of professor is now most 
respectably occupied by the distinguished 
talents of Dr. Maskelyne. So circum- 
stanced, Greenwich is the favourite resi- 
dence of many agreeable families, and 
few spots can excel it in the singular ad- 
vantages of its select society, as well ^ in 
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its delightful walks and rides> and its eair^ 
access to London. 

From the mouth of the Lea and the 
extremity of the Isle of Dogs, the Thames 
makes another sweep to reach Woolwich, 
which great repository and foundery of 
our artillery lies spread on the Kentish 
shore beneath son^ well-formed high 
grounds covered with woods, whereof 
one is occupied hy thfe delightful village 
of Charlton, and the old Gothic mansion 
of Sir Spencer Wilson. Shooters Hill 
rises with considerable grandeur above 
these to a kind of apex, over which the 
great Dover road passes, and is covered 
with several high buildings, the principal 
of which (on the south-west side, which 
is well-wooded) is a tower built in the 
upper part of the spacious groim'ds of 
Lady James at Eltham. The justly-ce- 
lebrated prospect from Shooters Hill has 
often been thought to bear away the 
palm, from that of Richmond^ but, in my 
opinion, the features of these rival emi- 
nences are too different to adnoit easily 



Digitized 



by Google 



OF GREAT BRITAIN. 399 

of comparison; and it might be little less 
absurd to compare the naval display from 
Portsdown in Hampshire, with the moun- 
tainous scenery of Wales or the High- 
lands of Scotland. From Shooters Hill, 
the great windings of the Thames, filled 
with sails, and the superb display of the 
jBCtropoHs at the distance of eight miles, 
BXtXhc chief objects; but the scenery im- 
mediately on the banks of the river being 
marshy, is by no means equal to the rich 
meads of Twickenham, Ham, and Islc-^ 
worth, nor is the Thames itself so . clear, 
though far more extended. Almost the 
whole of E^sex lies stretched out below, 
and many parts of Hertfordshire, Bed- 
fordshire, Buckinghamshire, and Oxford- 
shire close the horizon towards the north. 
On the west, the curiously- formed hills 
of Sydenham seem to join the Surry 
downs by the long ridge of Norwood, 
and the southern view covers a great part 
of the interior of Kent, to the boundary 
of the delightful vale ofRiverhead. 
^ . Within, view from Shooters Hill, in 
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this expanse^ a bold mouat rises abrap% 
from a singularly-wild, but by no means 
level plain, (which bears a forest-like ap^ 
pearance,) covered with the plantations^, 
and crowned with the villa of Holwood- 
Hill, lately the temporary retirement of 
the Right Hon. William Pitt, from the 
laborious exertions of his official duties. 
Except that the Thames itself is too dis- 
tant to enliven the plain below, the po- 
sition of this spot is not unlike that of 
St. Anne's Hill in Surry, and: tiiese two 
opposed ministers have shewn a choice 
not insimilar in the places they hate 
sought to Embellish, as well as in the 
object of their ambition. Chearfiilness 
and hospitality are also ^id alike to have 
prevailed at Hplwood, and the numetsous 
train of its visitors expressed that strong 
attachment to Mr. Pitt, which his ex- 
traordinary talents commanded, though 
his leisure would not allow him to adopt 
the literary occupations and rural pursuits 
to which Mr. Fox devotes himself witli 
such success in Surry. When we observe 
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two such brilliant stars moving in their 
alternate spheres, a vain wish is apt to 
arise in many ^ patriotic breast, that, l^ 
a happy junction, they might at some 
period have formed a splendid constella- 
tion for the glory and happiness of Eng- 
land,, and so contributed to dispel the 
storms which have long blackened our 
political horizon. 

A little below Woolwich, on the op- 
posite shore, the Roding descends from 
the centnd parts of Essex, rising at no 
great distance from Dunmow, and de- 
scending southward through that deep 
tract of land which bears from it the 
name of the Rodings of Essex, several vil- 
lages of that title being also dispersed 
about it. At Chipping-Ongar, it makes 
a compass by the west, under the hills of 
Woodford in Epping Forest, and turns: 
ultimately by Wanstead towards the 
east. From Ongar, its course is at first 
through a pleasant vale adorned with va- 
rious scats and villages, while the heights 
of Epping Forest are thickly overspread 
Dd 
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with superb villas, mostly belonging td 
the opulent citizens of London, who 
more than vie with the nobility in these 
districts. Copped Hall, the fine place of 
the Conyers family, is a seat of a supe^ 
rior order, covering the ridge, which, near 
Epping, divides the valley 6( the Lea from 
that ofthe Roding, ^nd^unrounded by the 
extensive Forest of Epping. But the 
first in grandeur of all these places, is the 
splendid, though deserted palace, built by 
, the late Lord Ty Iney at Wanstead, which 
rises far above the rest in all the pride and 
grace of Italian architecture. It is in- 
, deed a very noble pile, containing a long 
range of apartments, and the grand 
avenue to its front, surrounding a large 
basin, is very striking, though in the for-* 
raal taste of the la^t age. Viewed from 
across the Thames, it forms a striking ob-? 
ject in the landscape of Shooters Hill and 
the opposite heights of Kent, from the 
immensity of its bulk, and the whiteness 
of the stone. The course of the Roding^ 
is afterwards through a flat by Be^rlting- 



Digitized 



by Google 



*F GREAT BRITAIN. 40^ 

; to the Tkqmes. This is the last riv^r 
which joins the Thames on the Essex side, 
except an inconsiderable stream from 
JRdmford, and another from Purfleet in 
the marshes. The Kentish shore still 
continues elevated, and B€lvedere> the 
elegant seat of Lord Eardley, covers a 
considerable rise with its plantations near 
Erith, commanding two gireat reached of 
the river, and both its coasts, very hap- 
pily. The Cray 9 and the Darenth, on the 
part of Kent, bring their tributary streams 
from the interior of that fertile county, 
sinking below Crayford and Dartford, 
{the towns which derive their names from 
them) into the marshes which encompass 
the Thames on the east of Erith. De- 
lightful vales are formed by each of these 
streams, which are ornamented with 
villas in the utmost profusion, on which 
Footers Cray-place on the former exhibits 
a striking edifice in the Italian taste in, 
the midst of grounds very well managed^ 
and the whole ridge descending from 
Bromley by Chisselhurst, beautifully 
Dd^ 
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-wooded, iaclines on the south to diis 
pleasant little stream. The Darenth can 
scarcely be called a superior river in size, 
«ach partaking in the figure and aj^ear- 
ance of a limpid rivulet, except where 
swelled in the various grounds appertain- 
ing to the seats near which they pass ; it 
IS notwithstanding fer transcendant in 
beauty, and the vale it forms is one of 
the most pleasing and highly ornamented 
4n England. It rises from several &mall 
streams in die range of hills boundi^ 
Surry, whose shelving sides are thickly 
interspersed with beech woods and plan* 
tations, contrasted finely with chalky 
idiffs. At Westerham it ediibits its 
charming vale in perfection, the pictu- 
resque spire of which neat county town 
rises from a happy eminence above the 
river, hacked by the fine groves and ex*- 
teiisive park of Mr. Ward at Squirries. 
The grounds and w^^ods <rf Hill*place, 
celebrated for its cascades, and formed by 
the taste of the lat^ Lotd Hilsbouough, 
extaaid along tibe waving line of liills 
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-whicli divide this line of country on the 
south from the rich weald of Sussex; and 
the antient church of Brasted, with its 
-pleasant parsonage and long street^ oc- 
<:upy a central point in the valley. Seats 
vof every description, highly favoured by 
nature, and abundantly decorated by art, 
embellish this most beautiful of the Ken- 
tish vales, and seem almost joined witii, 
^ach other, as you follow the descent o£ 
the Darenth. That amiable and accom- 
plished physician. Dr. Turton, has built 
an Italian palace at Brasted, which may 
he justly called the Temple of iEscula- 
•pius, and there enjoys, with his excellent 
lady, the placid evaiing of an active life, 
in selecft society, and acts of liberality and 
utility to his neighbours, enlivened by a 
<x>n9tant attention to the improvement 
-of his grounds. An extensive park rises 
above it, and two terraces command die 
(valley admirably; but the finest feature of 
«11 is a large knowl ascending precipi- 
tately abov€ the house, entirely covered 
^ith forest trees, in which the beeches 
3 
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are predominant, and intersected witli 
walk*. Immediately opposite, is that 
little Eden constituted by the exquisite 
taste of Lord Frederic Campbell at Comb** 
Bank ; and the shingled spire of Sun- 
drish rises beautifully above its village, 
which may also boast its parsonage, or- 
namented judiciously T)y the taste of Dr. 
Vyse, and some delightful grounds be- 
longing to the Bishop of London's villa. 
Riverhead, from which the valley takes 
its name, soon succeeds, on the right of 
which. Lord Amherst's fine place of Mon- 
treal extends along the rising ground, 
marked with a high pillar to commemo- 
rate the meeting of the brothers of that 
family after their perils encountered in 
America ; while still further back, tiie 
house and grounds, embellished by the 
late Sir Charles Famaby, cover the uti* 
dulating sides of a charming hollow. 
Mr. Polhill's antient seat appears between 
the avenues in the vale ; and Lord Stan- 
hope's finely planted park of Chevening 
rises in the most beautiful swells above 
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his house, charmingly overspread with 
evergreens, and crowned with woods, 
above the summit of which, the clum|>, 
distinguished afar by the name of the 
Knockholt Beeches, exalts itself. The 
village of Chevening is pleasant, where 
ks worthy rector, Mr. Preston, enjoys the 
combined blessings of retirerxient and li- 
terature, justly respected by all surround- 
ing him. The town of Sevenoaks rises on 
the hills bounding the southern side of 
this vale from Riverhead, which are there 
covered with the magnificent park sur- 
rounding Knowle, the antient collegiate 
mansion of the Dukes of Dorset. All 
the trees of the forest flourish eminently 
in this vast tract of ground, but the 
groves of beech are by far most luxurianJv 
and the swells of its ground are uncom- 
monly beautiful. Water alone is want- 
ing to please the eye, for though two 
terraces at each extremity of the park 
command immense views over the vales 
of the Medway and the Darenth, neither 
pf those rivers is considerable enough to 
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make a distinguished feature in the landn 
scape, but its gteat extent rifiakes amplo 
amends fot an omission which could not 
well be supplied without a vast lake or 
an arm of the sea. The majestic hills of 
the Park of Penshurst are visible from 
hence in the centre of the vale of Med- 
way, crofwned witHTfiiie groves, which 
contain the now-singular appendage of a 
Henmry; beneath it is that atitient tur- 
retted mansion, which was formerly the 
fevoured residence of Sir Philip Sydney^ 
andthe classic ground ofhisAtcadia. Both 
this old house and that of Knowle contain 
some good apartments, and valuable 
pictures, but each ire more gloomy in 
their interior than they should be ; 
Knowle, in particular, would benefit 
greatly by the levelling some decayed 
walls and gardens, and opening the man- 
sion itiore towards its fine park. The 
pleasing seats of Lord Camden,. Mr. 
Noailles, and Mrs. Hardinge, continue*, ^ 
with various others> to decorate the vale 
0^ the Darenth as it widens^ and 4e-, 
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scends in a waving line by Famingham' 
and Dartford almost northward to the' 
Thames. 

That great river has now collected all 
its forces, and rolls on, encompassed inorc^ 
and more by mgirshes, in a broad stream* 
with frequent windings to the sea ; the' 
memorable towers of Tilbury-Fort in 
Essex, fronting the high sf ire and 
town of Gravesend, full of Ihipping, are 
the last striking objects it passes, as it 
winds round the extensive marshes of 
Cliff, forming the long reach called the" 
Hope. The shores here recede consider-- 
ably, till the fortress and numerous ves- 
sels of Sheemess at the point of the Isle 
of Shepey, opposite the marshy tract 
called the Isle of Grain, formed by a 
small river of that name, mark the junc- 
tion oifhe Medway with the sea which the 
Thames makes at the Nore, where both 
rivers combined are soon lost in the Ger* 
man Ocean. 

The peculiar character of the Thames. 
Ee 
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^Ikmt remains to be described^ vbkh 
u^y be done in a few word&i as tbi$ 19 
one of those rivers which rather derive 
tiieir characters £xbm the couatties 
throu^ which they- flow, than imposf 
<aie by their boldness atid rapidity ofi th^ 
traet th^ piwwc. Th^ Tfumes travetspa 
some of the richest and most central parts 
df England, and eyeti in its mo%% hilljr 
districts^ where ic^ current i^ naturally 
strongest^ can never be called properly a 
nqpid stream. It is by no mean*, how- 
ever, a slu^ish river> and is thro\:^hont 
distinguishable ibr the majestic progress^ 
of its pure silver stream^ which generally 
fills it$ verdant bwks^ and is rarely diis- 
efdkmred with mvd, except after great 
^odb. To these it ik Occasionally liable^ 
and their influence is very extensive, aa 
wdl as of long continuance, in the levd; 
parts of its tract, making the whole 
Gountiy appear like, a sea, and many of 
the towns and villages like islands, wbett 
viewed from the several eminences com- 
manding the plain f yet k the mischief 
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smaller and more rapid atreams, and ti[ie 
fertility, which takes place on its retiring 
within its hanks, is most abundant. Tkd^ 
Isis is not a very cansiderablc river till it 
passcsObcfotd, where it meet^ theCketm^if 
but inorMsea much in dignity and wi^tK 
after it has formed its junction with th^ 
Thamey and assumed its proper title o# 
£^ Thamei; it also sliders a manifest en« 
krgement from the accession of the Ken^ 
n^U That part of its course, whicb 
kads from WaHingfiaed to Reading, Hen-* 
ley, N^low, and Maidenhead iBridge, v^ 
jinost distingui^ed by romaiitic sceneiy 
and natural beauty, leading through val« 
leys bounded by hillis richfy cloathed 
with beech woods, and findy embeHtshed 
l^y the 3eata of many of our principal no*» 
IdiUty and gcaitry. Vast plains sucoe^ 
whtre the TMimes appears the principle 
fisatuie, from Various gre^t protruding 
eminences; and mighty works of art 
adorn its banks, which abound in popu- 
lous towns and villages, as it approaches 
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the capital of England, It is there a 
superb tide river, full of vessels of every 
description, which arrest the eye strongly 
in the bold sweej^ it afterwards makes 
through increasing marshes to the sea, 
and to the end it preserves that air of 
placid dimity and imposing consequence, 
which distinguish so eminently this mo-: 
narch of the British rivers. 

The Thames may boast the highest 
commercial importance, and its mer- 
chantmen crowd all the ports of the habit- 
able world, from the burning co^t of 
Africa to the extremities of India and 
China; and from the continent and 
islands of America to the frozen shores 
of the Bdtic, and the north of Europe 
end Asia. In its bosom also are con- 
structed many of those mighty floating 
bulwarks, with which Great Britain has 
so long and powerfiilly protected her 
trade, bidding defiance to the fleets of 
her jenemies. 

THE END. 

T« Benflify Printer, B«k Covt^ Fleet Street. 
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